
What should I do if I can’t house my birds? 
 
The order requires any person in charge of poultry and captive birds to 
take all appropriate and practicable steps to ensure that: poultry are 
housed or otherwise kept separate from wild birds… etc. 
 
It may not be appropriate for you to house your poultry but you should 
take steps to ensure they are otherwise kept separate from wild birds 
(such as feeding and watering birds inside and making sure feed stores 
are protected against wild birds or vermin). 
 
Bird keepers should speak with their private vets if they have any 
specific questions about complying with these requirements. 
 
A biosecurity leaflet (PDF) for all bird keepers and detailed guidance 
offers advice to poultry keepers how to minimise the risk of infection on 
their premises. 

 
What happens to free range poultry – do they lose status? 
 
No. Scottish Ministers have declared an Avian Influenza Prevention 
Zone across the whole of Scotland for 30 days, and this qualifies free-
range producers to house their birds as a preventative measure against 
the current H5N8 virus circulating in wild birds, without impact on their 
products’ free range status.  
 
This derogation from EU requirements is valid only during the 30 days of 
the Prevention Zone being in place. (It can be extended up to a 
maximum of 12 weeks under EU law) 

 
If this costs me extra money will the Scottish Government 
reimburse my costs? 
 
No. Scottish Government are not required to compensate owners for 
these measures. 
 

Can I still fly birds of prey? 
 
Yes, although you should minimise contact with wild birds eg by using 
other prey where possible.   
 

Should I cancel shows/fairs/school visits etc? 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00492296.pdf


 
Not necessarily.  Provided that your birds are kept separate from wild 
birds such events can still go ahead.   
 
However, for your birds’ safety you may want to think about rescheduling  
- avian influenza virus can be spread by visitors on their boots etc.  If 
you have any specific concerns you should discuss these with your 
private vet. 


