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Introduction
This Community Action Plan has been produced by and
for the community of Forres by the Forres 2020 Vision
Working Group, with the support of numerous local
individuals and organisations, Moray Council Community
Support Unit and Moray Council Development Plans.
The Planning for Real methodology was used (www.
planningforreal.org.uk/)

Why we got involved
Feedback from the Forres 2020 Vision Working Group
volunteers:
“Having worked with the Planning for Real process
in the past, I know it is a useful and interesting way
of gathering information and opinion about what is
important to people about the area they live in. Forres
has had many different types of consultation events and
meetings over time, but this process enabled everyone to
be involved and share their thoughts in a fun and quick
way.”
“As a local Councillor with a background in community
development I wanted to support local people to engage
with the technique after the idea was brought up by the
then Chair of Forres Community Council. I also like to
keep abreast of what Council staff are involved in and
compare what differences there are from my training
back in the late 70s.”
“To better understand the community’s aspirations for
their green spaces, public spaces and buildings and how
these could be promoted and supported in their Local
Development Plan.”
“Forres is my hometown and I care very deeply about
its future. The town has a lot of public land and green
spaces and, like many people who live here, I wanted
to voice my opinions about what happens to it over the
next five years and beyond. I was really interested in the
visual, ‘hands-on’ side of Planning for Real and the idea
of building a large scale model of Forres appealed to my
creative nature. Planning for Real is definitely a positive
and forward-thinking approach to gauging opinion and
it presents new ways for the public to engage with the
town planning process.”

4   Produced by Moray Council

“Forres is a vibrant and active community – at present
there are many changes happening: new rail station,
proposed new A96, rapid housing expansion and a less
stable world.”
“Community groups want to preserve the past and the
environment but move forward and take advantage of
funding opportunities to enhance the area.”
“There are over 200 groups and innovative ideas can
appear challenging; many feel that there should be
more partnership working and involvement of the
whole community to take ideas forward. Planning for
Real has allowed us to offer residents the opportunity
to open discussion and bring their ideas forward. It will
provide all the groups with detailed consultation results
and enable us to work with Moray Council and other
agencies and most importantly with each other.”
“I got involved to help the community come together
to make decisions about the future of Forres. It was an
interesting process and I particularly enjoyed working
on the map with the group. It was interesting talking
to the public at the consultation as they had very varied
opinions and views.”

How we did it
The original idea of having one consultation and plan
for the green spaces and public buildings of Forres came
from a discussion at Forres Community Council in 2015.
A Working Group consisting of 8 community members
took forward the Planning for Real process in Forres.
The 3D map was built over winter 2015 and into 2016
with bi-weekly sessions in Forres Town Hall. Members of
the community were invited to take part in building the
model on Tuesday mornings and Thursday evenings and
over 300 folk took the time to come along and help or
find out more and see the model.
The consultation phase took place over winter 2016/17,
organised and run by the Working Group with additional
volunteers. They also designed and delivered posters
and flyers, set up a website and Facebook and Twitter
accounts and promoted through the press. We have had
continued support from the Forres Gazette throughout
the project. Local shops and businesses kindly displayed
parts of the model to promote the consultation events.
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Participation Stats
by age and gender
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unknown

• We held two public consultation events in September
and November 2016 in Forres Town Hall
• We held a session with Forres Youth Club in August
2016
• Members of Forres Sports Hub were consulted in
September 2016
• We did a presentation to the Forres Practitioners
Network and Forres Business Association ahead of
the public events
• We consulted with older pupils at Forres Academy in
December 2016
• Members of Forres Community Council had their say
• Over 60 community groups were invited along to the
public events
• 395 people in total took part in the consultation
phase

Male
Female
Unknown
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How Forres got to this Point
There are few areas of Scotland which offer such
a wide and interesting range of attractions and
historical interest as the Royal Burgh of Forres and its
surroundings.
Forres, an ancient burgh and market town, is situated
between the River Findhorn and the wooded slopes
of Cluny and Sanquhar and there is ready access
to beaches, riverbanks, woodlands, mountains and
moorland. The Grampian and Cairngorm Mountains give
the area a high degree of protection which accounts for
the relatively benign climate.
Forres has a rural atmosphere and is steeped in local
history and tradition. The floral displays and ambience of
civic pride attract many visitors to the town.
There is a range of accommodation which is well used
and tourism remains a vitally important component
of the Forres economy and helps to support a large
proportion of jobs in the retail and hospitality sectors.
The earliest evidence of settlement in the Forres area
was found in Stone and Bronze age burial remains. Some
historians maintain the foundations of Forres may have
been in Roman times because maps drawn by Ptolemy
almost 2000 years ago show a settlement called ‘Varris’.
Others claim that the name is derived from the old word
‘Farues’ which means ‘near the water’.
An impressive remnant of the past is Sueno’s Stone. The
6 metre high Pictish cross-slab is the tallest surviving
stone and one of the richest examples of Pictish art
in Scotland. It was uncovered in 1726 and given the
name after Swein Forkbeard, King of Norway. The battle
depicted on the stone is a mystery but possibly shows
a battle fought in 966 at Forres in which Scottish King,
Dubh, was killed by the men of Moray.
There was a royal castle in Forres from at least 900AD and
in around 1140AD it became a Royal Burgh to encourage
trade and economic improvement. King David I gifted the
burgh lands, now Common Good Land, to the people of
Forres for the friendship and hospitality he had received.
We strive to ensure this welcome is true today and Forres
has recently attained World Host status. In 1496 the status
of Forres as a Royal Burgh was confirmed by the Royal
Charter of James IV .
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Forres displays most clearly the survival of its medieval
layout. Castlehill where the motte and bailey castle
would have stood, a single long high street with closes
running at right angles, the Tolbooth and the Parish
Church and graveyard. The layout is compared with
Edinburgh in terms of the relationship of castle, church
and tolbooth.
Forres is known world wide as the location of some of
the earlier action in Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ although
the historical facts have been distorted for dramatic
effect. Macbeth was an effective and respected ruler and
Duncan was killed in battle near Pitgaveny in 1040.
Burgh records were destroyed in 1390 when the Wolf
of Badenoch sacked the town. From 1540 onwards,
when records are available, the thriving market town
continued to be relatively peaceful, trade prospered
and Forres became a source of wood, hemp and flax
which were shipped to Europe from the nearby port of
Findhorn. Many names of French and Flemish origin are
common in the area.
Work on the present Tolbooth began in 1838 on the site
of its 12th century predecessor. Its principal purpose
through the ages has been as a council chamber,
treasury, courtroom and prison. The present Mercat
Cross was erected in 1844 by public subscription.
Nelson Tower was built by the Trafalgar Club to
commemorate Nelson’s victory at the Battle of Trafalgar
in 1805. Opened in 1812, it offers spectacular views over
the Moray Firth for those able to climb the 96 steps to
the top.
The Tolbooth is now operated by The Forres Heritage
Trust which successfully applied for and obtained a
Community Asset Transfer from Moray Council. The
group also keeps open for visitors Nelson Tower by
organising a rota of over 70 volunteers.
There are many handsome buildings with noteworthy
architectural features several of which were built in the
19th century: The Mechanics Institute, now the Town
Hall; Anderson’s Primary School and local churches. A
generous benefactor in the building of St Laurence and
St Leonard’s Churches was Lord Strathcona, who was
born in Forres and was a co-founder of the Canadian
Pacific Railway.

In the heart of the town is the Falconer Museum, funded
by Alexander Falconer and built in 1869, which marks
the legacy of Hugh Falconer, botanist, geologist and
palaeontologist, who worked with Charles Darwin. He
was a leading figure in bringing tea plants from China to
India.
The arrival and growth of the railways brought major
benefit to the town by facilitating the export of goods
from an expanding manufacturing base and benefited
the movement of agricultural produce from the
landward area. It also opened up the town as a base for
tourism with up to thirty passenger trains a day leaving
the station for Inverness or south through Grantown.
The War Memorial stands by the Mosset Burn and
the soldier on the column is placed so as to be looking
toward the Railway Station, the departure point for
troops.
The ‘jewel in the crown’ of Forres is Grant Park, gifted
to the people of Forres by Sir Alexander Grant, a man of
vision and generosity, who trained as a baker in Forres
and became the principal partner in McVitie’s which laid
the foundations for United Biscuits. The mansion house
was destroyed by fire and its foundations used to create
an attractive sunken garden area.
“Few towns in the kingdom, and certainly not one of this
size, possess such extensive pleasure grounds for the
recreation and amusement of its inhabitants , as does
Forres with its Cluny Hills”

The park is the venue for many local events: Vintage
Car Theme Day; Forres Highland Games; European Pipe
Band Championships; Rotary Club Bonfire and Fireworks
Display; Colours of Cluny; Findhorn Bay Arts Culture Day
and Forres Scottish Week.
Forres St Lawrence Cricket Club, Forres Soccer Sevens,
Forres Bowling Club, Forres Harriers, Anderson’s Primary
School and other sporting groups enjoy the spacious
and well maintained grounds. Volunteers from Forres
in Bloom have undertaken to provide and maintain the
attractive formal beds in the park and all the colourful
floral displays throughout the town. Their work has
been recognised by many awards from Britain in Bloom
and Beautiful Scotland. Forres reached the finals of the
Scotland’s Most Beautiful High Street award in 2017.
“The great body of the people enjoy in a considerable
measure the comforts and advantages of society, and
are generally contented with their condition in life. They
are warmly attached to their own town and parish, the
beauty and amenity of which they highly appreciate,
and take a zealous and lively interest in promoting
every measure calculated for their embellishment and
improvement.”

–– Morayshire Described (1868)

–– Written by the Parish Minister in 1842

... and still true today.
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What did you say about Forres?
Themes and priorities identified by you
A total of 3550 flags were used at the consultation
events by the people of Forres to indicate their issues
and priorities. Every flag and comment made was
entered onto a database which was then analysed for
top themes and priorities. These are listed below.
For each theme identified, the top five priorities were
taken forward to the two Prioritisation Events in May
2017. The relevant Moray Community Planning Partners
and agencies joined people from Forres in discussing
the themes of Environment & Sustainability and Leisure
and Tourism on 10 May, and the second two themes of
Traffic, Transport & Access and Facilities & Services on 17
May.

Housing 4%
Work Training
Local Economy 4%
Crime & Safety 4%
Education 4%

Environment &
Sustainability 33%

Facilities &
Services 12%

Traffic,
Transport & Access 18%

Forres 2020 Vision
Theme Responses
8 Produced by Moray Council

Leisure &
Tourism 21%

The four main themes (and top priorities) identified
were (in order):

Theme 1: Environment & Sustainability

Theme 3: Traffic, Transport & Access

Total 1429 flags
• Planting to encourage wildlife
• Nature area to be created/maintained
• Orchard to be created
• Trees to be kept/managed
• Trees to be planted

Total 746 flags
• Cycle lanes
• Bus service to be improved
• Traffic to be slowed down
• Parking – not here!
• Traffic lights needed

Theme 2: Leisure & Tourism

Theme 4: Facilities & Services

Total 889 flags
• Skateboard/rollerblade park
• Outdoor Gym
• 6-12 Adventure Playground
• Camp Site
• Youth Hostel accommodation

Total 486 flags
• Shops – local
• Farmers Market
• Mobile phone mast/signal
• Community notice board
• Toilets with disabled facilities

Additional support was provided at the Prioritisation
Events from Moray Council (Lands & Parks, Legal,
Public Transport Unit, Roads, Development Plans &
Environmental Protection), Forres Area Community
Trust, Forres Skatepark Initiative and BEAR Scotland.
HIE Digital Team, REAP & Tomintoul & Glenlivet
Development Trust provided advice and information
ahead of the events. Data was collated and analysed
with the assistance of Moray Council Research and
Information Officers.
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Prioritisation Event Results
Environment & Sustainability
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Establish Forres Green Spaces User Group  and develop joint
Management Plan  to co-ordinate the following actions:
Trees to be kept / managed / planted:
• education / communication  and interpretation
• draft a plan / work with the community – include Cluny Hill
• Investigate Green Flag Award status for Grant Park and
Greenspace Audit

• Moray Council
(Community Support
Unit and Lands &
Parks)

• Colours of Cluny
• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Forres Community Council
• Forres Community Leisure
• Forres Community
Woodland Trust
• Forres in Bloom
• Forres Incredible Veg
• Mosset Burn Group
• Sanquhar Group
• Transition Town Forres &
other community partners

Planting to encourage wildlife

• Forres Green Spaces
User Group to be
established

• Colours of Cluny
• Forres Angling Association
• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Forres Area Forum
• Forres Community
Woodland Trust
• Forres in Bloom
• Forres Incredible Veg
• Moray Council
• Mosset Burn Group
(undertaking survey)
• Sanquhar Group
• Transition Town Forres &
other partners

• Forres Green Spaces
User Group to be
established

• Moray Council
• Community groups as above

• Forres Green Spaces
User Group to be
established

In addition to the groups
above:
• REAP (Keith) can offer
advice
• Newbold House

• Forres Green Spaces
User Group to be
established

• Colours of Cluny
• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Forres Area Forum
• Forres Community
Woodland Trust
• Forres in Bloom
• Moray Council
• Sanquhar Group & other
community partners

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

plant young trees
native trees
bee-friendly planting
Sanquhar – gaps for planting (eradicate non-native)
fruit trees/bushes – connect land with people (herbs etc)
aquatic life
wildflower meadow
managing to encourage wildlife (cycles)

Nature area to be created/maintained
•
•
•
•
•

leaving areas uncut
link to new A96 plan
mix of habitats
accessibility – paths
Greenspace audit?

Orchard to be created
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

small scale
different sized schemes / different places
fruit trees
part of management plan
source of income/sustainability?
link to healthy eating
Food Growing Strategy (Moray Council)

Trees to be kept / managed / planted
•
•
•
•
•

Cluny Hill – dominated by beech (blocks light)
some things may need to be removed to do other things
Greenspace Audit
removal of invasive / non-native species
coupe
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Leisure & Tourism
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Skateboard / rollerblade park – Priority 1
• Find a site
• group to be re-instated

• Forres Skate Park
Initiative
• Forres Area
Community Trust

• Forres Community Leisure
• Forres Green Spaces User
Group
• Forres Sports Hub

Outdoor gym – Priority 2

• Forres Sports Hub

•
•
•
•

• Forres Green Spaces
User Group

• Moray Council Lands &
Parks and Community
Support Unit, supporting
relevant community groups
• Developers contributions
funding

• Tourism Network

• Forestry Commission
(Woodland Strategy)
• Forres Area Tourism
Network
• Forres Business Association
• New Adventures 4 All
• Moray Council
• Moray Speyside Tourism

• Forres Area
Community Trust

• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Findhorn Village Centre
• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Forres Area Tourism
Network
• Forres Business Association
• Glasgow School of Art
• Moray Speyside Tourism
• Tomintoul and Glenlivet
Trust

•
•
•
•
•
•

older users
examples at Nairn/Hopeman
staffing?
funding?
green gym / maintenance activities
blue gym

Adventure playground – Priority 3
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grant Park – area playground?
Roysvale Park
Auchernack (offices)
School grounds
Sanquhar
Drumduan – used to have one
• what kind / size of playground?
• what do we have?
• health and fitness

Camp Site – Priority 4
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Need to identify what tourists want?
glamping / camping
access managed
motor homes
identify land ownership
school grounds in summer
farm diversification
crowdfunding
social enterprise
planning application (private)
Leader funding

Youth hostel accommodation – Priority 5
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

student accommodation
student body
centre of Forres
all ages
halls of residence
all year round sustainability, 12 m destination
Leanchoil
Clydesdale / Carlton Hotels for sale

Forres in Bloom
Forres Sports Hub
Sanquhar Group
Conservation Volunteers
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Traffic, Transport & Access
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Cycle lanes – Priority 1

• Moray Council
• SUSTRANS
• Transport Scotland
More cycle lanes linked to schools and new housing; suitable for NOTES:
Cycle lanes are included as
disability buggies and including cycle racks where appropriate;
part of any new planned
housing developments
(min 3m wide);
Moray Council are also
mapping existing and
needed routes as part of
Active Travel Strategy;
progress dependent
on capacity & funding
sought via developer
contributions
• Scottish Government
• SUSTRANS
New A96 cycle path

• Transport Scotland

Improvements to existing cycle paths including:
• At traffic lights (post office / Castlehill / Grantown Road /
bridge at burn)

• Moray Council
NOTES:
This is a cycle route they
are developing

• Grantown Road – cycle lane set back
• Forres to Kinloss maintenance

• Moray Council
(dependent on
funding)

Bus service to be improved – Priority 2

• Moray Council (Public
Transport Unit)

• Stagecoach
• Moray Transport Forum

• Forres Community
Council

• Moray Council
• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Forres Area Forum
• Forres Business Association
• Living Streets Charity

• Dial M capacity in Forres
• develop further / booking system, pay contribution
• Forres / Findhorn (Sunday / evenings)
• donations
• better software / advertising routes / optimising
communication / publicity re. who can use
• some passengers entitled to free travel
• Forbeshill route
• 36 – 31 (misses area out) -no. 11 timetabling
• utilise buses returning to base
• New Transport Scotland legislation

Traffic to be slowed down – Priority 3
• High Street / Victoria Road – reduce speed to 20mph;
investigate funding for a Feasibility Study
• wider issue re. High Street: all users / safety, including
businesses
• junctions / roundabouts
• Tolbooth Street
• St Leonard’s Road
• school children crossing – lights?
• school times
• active travel
• Forres to Kinloss + cycle lane concerns – monitoring?
• look for areas to pilot 20mph
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• Moray Council

Traffic, Transport & Access
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Parking – not here! – Priority 4

• Moray Council

• Moray Council (Traffic) can
investigate

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

St Catherine’s Road
from junction at Orchard Road
Lorries / parked cars / bowling club / parking one side?
grassed area – car park not here!
truck parking – wrong side?
Caroline Street – taxis, loading
North Road

Traffic lights needed – Priority 5
• Orchard Road / Thornhill / St Catherine’s junction
• Pedestrian crossing at station (A96)

• Moray Council
• Forres Community Council
NOTES:
• Transport Scotland
This is a known proposed
traffic signal junction.  
As enough developer
obligation funding
becomes available this will
happen.
• Forres Community
Council
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Facilities & Services
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Local shops – Priority 1

• Forres Business
Association

• Forres Area Community
Trust
• Walkers Welcome
• World Host
• Forres online can help

• Transition Town
Forres through their
development plan

• Moray Council
(Environmental Health /
Planning)
• REAP

• HIE Digital Team –
improvements through
new mast on Forres
Golf Course

•
•
•
•

• encourage people to use High Street, make it convenient
and safe
• car parking strategy – destination
• planning requirements
• events – make it easy / welcoming and unique
experience – social / tourists
• protect local shops in town centre
• car parking – short term spaces?
• electric charging points
• changes in shopping habits
• traffic wardens
• lorries / buses dangerous
• landlords reduce rents
• issues with engaging shop keepers
• access to empty shops
• Moray College / pop up shops
• Vacant shop window displays (premises above shops)
• longer opening hours
• support local shops generally
• difficult to identify individual actions to address issues
• Websites – click and collect

Market – Priority 2
•
•
•
•
•

Market rather than farmers’ market
expensive
knock-on impact to local businesses – positive
include outlying areas?
box delivery schemes –-planning for regular ones?

Mobile phone mast / signal – Priority 3
• good coverage here
• BT issues?
• superfast broadband / BT communication issues / copper
cabling problems
• HIE Digital Team liaise with Moray Council re planned
upgrade schemes; aware operators need to do more to
improve 4G coverage
• Wi-Fi coverage in Forres Town Hall – Forres Community
Council working on this
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• Forres Community
Council

Growth Deal
HIE
Moray Council
Moray Towns Partnership

Facilities & Services
What needs to happen

Who takes this forward

Potential partners identified by
the community

Community notice board – Priority 4

• Forres Area Forum

• Forres Web (electronic)

• Moray Council
(Environmental
Protection)

• Local groups and busniness

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community notice board
income
Wrights Hardware / chip shop – business cards display
Priority considerations:
local businesses
area upgrade maps
Forres Forum
QR Code
Who already has:
FACT and Findhorn Bay Arts – acquiring boards
Forres Heritage Trust– posters in windows
Forres Community Centre
Applegrove Academy
Co-op
Tesco
Town Hall
Vacant shops

Toilets with disabled facilities – Priority 5
• Expand toilet Comfort Scheme-community role/ with local
businesses? Eg: museum has a disabled toilet
• Moray Council cannot do after 3.30pm – could other
departments help?
• no purchase necessary
• Could be promoted through Moray Council website – social
media/posters & logo
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Auchernack House Access Point
Bank of Scotland
Falconer Museum
Forres Area Credit Union
Forres Area Community Trust
Forres Bowling Club
Forres Cricket Pavilion
Forres Cycling Club
Forres Fitness Centre
Forres Golf Club
Forres House Community Centre
Forres Hub
Forres Library
Forres Police Station
Forres Post Office
Forres Small Bore Rifle and Pistol Club
Forres Squash & Fitness Club
Forres Swimming & Hydrotherapy Pool
Grant Park Bowling Club
Grant Park Public Toilets
Horizon Scotland
Job Centre Plus
KB’s Fitness Barn
Leys Road Public Toilets
Life & Sole
Moray Men’s Shed
Moray Wastebusters
Mundole Caravan Park
ReBoot
The Tolbooth
Transition Town Forres
TSB Bank
Waterford Recycling Centre

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1st Forres Scout Group Hall
Caroline Street Gospel Hall
Drill Hall
Forres Town Hall
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
Masonic Lodge
St John the Evangelist Scottish Episcopal Church
St Laurence Church of Scotland
St Leonard’s Church of Scotland
The Lighthouse Baptist Church
Royal British Legion
St Margaret’s Catholic Church
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Green & Open Spaces

Amenities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bogton Road Community Gardens
Cluny Hill Woods
Fleurs Park, Fleurs Place
Forres Thistle Football Club
Grant Park
Logie Park, Pilmuir Road
Mosset Park, Bogton Road
Mosset Park Football Ground, Forres Mechanics
Mosset Pond and Rose Garden
Muiry Woods
Roysvale Park, Sanquhar Road
Thornhill Playing Field, Grantown Road
Sanquhar Woods
Wee FIBbees Garden

Health and Wellbeing

Anderson’s Primary
Applegrove Primary
Drumduan Primary & Upper School Forres
Academy Pilmuir Primary

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Back in Balance Osteopathy
Boots Pharmacy
Rowlands Pharmacy
Brenda Findlay Chiropodist
Clear Pharmacy
Forres Chiropractic Clinic
Forres Dental Care
Forres Health Care Centre
Healthworks
Leanchoil Hospital
M J Housden Optician
McLachlan Opticians
Orchard Road Dental Practice

Transport

Schools

•
•
•
•

Churches

Services currently available in Forres

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dial M for Moray
Electric Car Charging Point, Horizon Scotland
Forres Railway Station
Forres Taxis
Len’s Taxis
Mac’s Eco Taxis
Moray Car Share
Mundole Taxis
Osprey Trust Bus
Petrol Station
Royal Voluntary Service
Spot on Cabs
Stagecoach Routes 10, 11 and 31

For further up-to-date information including
accommodation, places to eat and other things to do see
forresweb.net
The Summer 2017 edition of the Directory of Services
for People 50+ in the Forres Area also provides further
information. Paper copies are available from Forres
Health Centre, Library, FACT office and other key
locations or telephone the FACT office on 01309 674388.

Forres Now
In the 10 years between 2001 and 2011, Forres has seen
an overall population rise of 11% and in the same period,
the proportion of over-sixties has risen by 5.6% from
22% to 27.6%.
49.7% of the Forres population are above the age of
45, which is higher than Moray (46.6%) and Scotland
(44.3%).
Forres has a higher rate of single occupant households
(34.7%) compared with Moray (30.1%) and the same
as Scotland (34.7%). 25.1% of residents in Forres
households are above the age of 65.
Compared to Moray, there is a higher proportion of
Forres residents who are retired (18.2%), are long-term
sick (3.6%) and a higher proportion who are unemployed
(5.4%) or in part-time work (16.3%), and a lower
proportion of self-employed (6.5%) compared to Moray
(8.4%). Forres has the highest proportions in Moray of
people working in ‘administration and support services
activities’. The industry category for Forres people in
employment with the largest category (16.9%) is in
‘wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and
motorcycles’ though proximity to the MOD bases means
‘public administration and defence; compulsory social
security’ appears in the top three.
‘Skilled trades’ occupations’ account for the highest
proportion of those employed from Forres (14.9%).
The rate of anti-social behaviour in Forres is slightly
higher than Moray as a whole, though the crime figures
for Forres are on a decreasing trend (as opposed to an
increasing trend for Moray).
The priorities identified by the Forres 2020 Vision
Planning for Real project include: improved facilities,
transport and amenities as well as projects which
allow greater access to the outdoors and countryside.
This leads to improved mental & physical health and
wellbeing and improves the quality of life for Forres
residents.
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Links to Local Development
Plan & Draft Open Space
Strategy

This page lists a summary of the planning guidelines as
identified in the Local Development Plan and the draft
Open Space Strategy for Forres. Planning Objectives are
reviewed every couple of years to ensure consistency
with current needs and policies.

Housing

This is a condensed version; full details are available
online.

Other areas that have been allocated for housing
development are:

Local Development Plan:
www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file91853.pdf

Knockomie (South) – 6.7 hectares, capacity 85 houses.

Draft Open Space Strategy:
www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file111561.pdf

Local Development Plan
Forres is a 2 tier settlement and the second largest
settlement in Moray. The Local Development Plan
highlights the following for the Forres area:
• There are flood storage and flooding constraints to
south and west
• There is a need to identify land for 360 additional
houses, new general industrial land and business park
expansion whilst
• Safeguarding existing open spaces and providing new
high quality, well connected open spaces and
• Protecting the Conservation Area status of the town
centre and supporting its vitality.
nd

Construction of new housing developments are currently
underway, or have been completed, at Knockomie
(North), Ferrylea (first phase) and Thornhill.

Lochyhill – 30 hectares, capacity 440 houses. A planning
application has been submitted for the northern part of
the site. The southern part was identified as a long term
designation in the Moray Local Plan 2008.
Burdshaugh – 0.4 hectares, capacity 11 houses. Consent
has been granted for 13 houses, with 2 built.
Mannachie – 3.4 hectares, capacity 40 houses.
Balnageith – 1.15 hectares, capacity 5 houses.
Plantation Cottage – 3 hectares, capacity 25 houses.
Dallas Dhu – 8.4 hectares, capacity 60 houses.
Pilmuir Road West– 2.5 hectares, capacity 40 houses.

Long Term Developments
These are areas to indicate the longer term direction of
growth and provide a reserve housing land supply and
have been identified on the settlement statement map.
Areas marked as longer term include Lochyhill, Dallas
Dhu, West Park Croft and Mannachie.
These sites are not proposed to be developed during the
life of the current Local Development Plan, but should
any of the ‘triggers’ for early release apply, the sites can
be brought forward.
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Employment Land

Transportation Improvements

Areas identified for employment land within Forres
include Greshop West (which has been developed and
promoted for food related and high amenity uses),
Greshop East, Former Waterford Sawmill, Waterford
Road, Ben Romach Distillery, Railway Marshalling Yard (3
hectares), Springfield West (9 hectares), Springfield East
(11.5 hectares).

A number of potential road improvements have been
identified in association with the development of sites.

Draft Open Space Strategy
Forres has approximately 356 hectares of publicly usable
open space. A large proportion of this is woodland,
which accounts for approximately 230 hectares.

The Forres Enterprise Park on the eastern outskirts
of the town extends to approximately 40 hectares,
part of which is an Enterprise Area with streamlined
planning processes. Approximately a further 15 hectares
have been identified as an opportunity for long term
expansion of the Park.

Opportunity Sites
These are sites identified within the Local Development
Plan as suitable for further development, with
designation dependent on the site and its future
availability.
Caroline Street – Mixed use area (residential/
commercial/ industrial or retail)
Bus depot, North Road – some retail uses, residential
with suitable parking
Castlehill Health Centre – residential or suitable
business use
Cathay – low density residential use or suitable business
use
Leanchoil Hospital – appropriate residential or business
use
Edgehill Road – residential
Auction Hall, Tytler Street – residential
Whiterow – residential and small scale business use
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Quantity of Open Space
The greatest number of sites is within the ‘Amenity’
category. These include a variety of sites including land
for flood alleviations, roadside corridors and landscaping
strips within or on the edge of development. No specific
‘Civic Use’ sites are identified although some with this
use (such as the War Memorial at the Mosset Burn) are
found in Public Parks and Gardens. Some sites may have
more than one function and so are found in more than
one category; eg: Playspace and Sports Areas are also
found within other areas such as Public Parks.
The open space per household/ per 1,000 people has
been calculated by dividing the open space provision by
the number of households in a town or by its population.
Household numbers were identified using address data
and the population figures are based on the census
figures. The open space rate per household in Forres
is higher than the overall Moray figure by a significant
margin; it has large areas of woodland which provide an
attractive setting and character as well as recreational
opportunities.

Public Parks & Gardens
Sports Area
Green Corridor

Playspace
Natural / Semi Natural
Amenity

Area (ha)

Number
of sites
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Quality of Open Space sites

15

11
Number
of sites
Very Good
Good
Poor
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Accessibility
11 sites fall within the highest category. Included in this
category are Grant Park, Sanquhar Loch and Wood, the
Dava Way, Cluny Hill, Mannachie Park, the Mosset Burn,
Muiry Council Wood and Forres Enterprise Park. Reasons
for the scoring included multiple functions and facilities
(Grant Park), attractive paths and trails (Sanquhar, Cluny
Hill and the Enterprise Park), well equipped playspace
(Mannachie Park), good biodiversity value (Muiry
Council Wood).

Overall 98% of households in Forres are within 400
metres of an open space audited site. Similarly 97% of
households in Forres are within 400m of a good or very
good site.

15 sites fall within the lowest category. Accessibility
contributed to the low scoring for some of these sites,
either due to lack of any footpaths or poor footpaths/
condition.

The main gaps in provision identified include areas at
Pilmuir, the east of Forres, Drumduan Park, Forbeshill, St.
Leonards Road and Woodside Drive.

The proportion of poor sites is highest within the
amenity category. These included Califer Road, Academy
and Thornhill playing fields (poor access and spaces
unwelcoming), Mannachie, Croft Road (poor access and
lack of maintenance), Clovenside (limited access) and
flood alleviation at St. Leonards Road (lack of diversity
and unwelcoming entrances).

88% of households are within 400m of a Public Park and
Garden, Playspace or Sports Area (or a site containing
these functions). Approximately 81% of households are
within 400m of those classed as good or very good.

Open Space requirements; New Development sites
Minimum requirements for open space provision in sites
designated in the Local Development Plan include areas
at Knockomie (South) and (North), Ferrylea, Lochyhill,
Burdshaugh, Dallas Dhu and Mannachie Master Plan,
Thornhill, Balnageith, Plantation Cottage, Pilmuir West,
West Park Croft and the Enterprise Park.

Whilst in terms of numbers the poor sites make up 38%
of the number of open spaces in terms of area, poor
sites make up a relatively small area (24.22 hectares)
which is approximately 6.8% of the open space.
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Where does the Forres 2020
Vision Action Plan fit within
Moray 2026?
Moray 2026 is the strategic document from the Moray
Community Planning Partnership which is made up of:
• HIE Moray
• HITRANS
• Moray College UHI
• Moray Integration Joint Board
• NHS Grampian
• Moray Health & Social Care
• Police Scotland
• Scottish Fire & Rescue
• Scottish Government
• Skills Development Scotland
• The Moray Council
• tsiMoray
The Partnership’s overarching aim and purpose for the
Moray 2026 Plan is ‘to improve life for those living and
working in Moray’. In order to do this the Partnership
has identified five priorities which are:
1. A growing, diverse and sustainable economy
2. Healthier citizens
3. Ambitious and confident young people
4. Adults living healthier, sustainable independent lives
safe from harm
5. Safer communities
Moray 2026 also seeks to promote Moray as an area
of diverse natural beauty, where people choose to live,
learn, work and enjoy. The protection and enhancement
of Moray’s distinctive high quality environment is
considered to significantly contribute to achieving this
ambition.
Forres 2020 Vision priorities relating to green spaces and
the development of facilities within them, contributes to
a high quality environment.
Improved services and facilities, such as better transport
connections, an enhanced High Street, better wi-fi and
mobile connections all contribute to a growing, diverse
and sustainable economy.

What happens next with Planning for
Real?
The members of the Forres 2020 Vision Working Group
have agreed to bring potential partners together with
the community, to take forward some of the priorities
identified. Monitoring of priorities will be undertaken by
a combination of community and agency partners. The
working group will come together annually over the next
three years to check progress and update the community.
The Planning for Real process in Forres has been
delivered by the Working Group:
• Lorna Creswell
• Samantha Fraser
• Emma Gordon (Moray Council Development Plans)
• Sylvia Jamieson (Moray Council Community Support
Unit)
• Bob Kenny
• Sandra MacLennan
• Graham Murdoch (Forres Community Council)
• Stewart Noble (former chairman, Forres Community
Council)
• Ewen Watson
Additional regular assistance was provided by:
• Conrad Fraser
• Lynda Fraser
• Debbie Herron
• Susan Leslie
• John MacIntosh
• Diane McGregor
• Jenny Smith
The Group would also like to acknowledge the excellent
contribution made to the building of the model and the
consultation events by the late Eric Gammie, who is
much missed by all involved in the project.
Additional thanks to the following people and
organisations who supported the project:
• Bill, Caretaker at Forres Town Hall
• Fayz Youth Club
• Forres Area Community Trust
• Forres Area Forum
• Forres Academy including Ann Rossiter
• Forres Gazette
• Murdoch Butchers
• Andrew Wright
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