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Dear Sir/Madam, 

    I am writing in relation to our recent planning application, 

which was declined on the grounds of being located in a restricted build 

area or ‘hot spot’.  I hoped, if I may, to give you some background 

information about ourselves and why this planning application is of great 

importance to us. 

 

Both my husband and I have lived and worked in Moray almost all of our 

lives (although I moved here from Wales when I was 3 years old).  Indeed, I 

have been a loyal and hardworking employee of Moray Council since 2005.  

We briefly moved to Aberdeenshire to rent a property with land for our 

horses but it was very remote and we decided to move back in 2010, after 18 

months away from the area, to be nearer both our families, as we were 

expecting our first child. My husband returned to work at Tamdhu Distillery 

in 2012 after being made redundant during the mothballing of the site in 

2010, and remains there still, and is now Assistant Manager.  This role 

includes a Distillery cottage where we have lived since 2012.  It has served 

us well but with having two young girls and very little storage space, with 

little opportunity to upgrade or develop the property, we are finding that we 

have outgrown this home.  We also want to ensure long term security as 

when Mr Whitecross eventually retires, we will have to leave this property, 

and getting onto the housing ladder in our 60s isn’t favourable.  

Furthermore, in his role as Assistant Manager of the distillery here at 

Tamdhu, Mr Whitecross is ‘on call’ every other week and needs to be able to 

get to the site quickly, should we move elsewhere. Our girls are also very 

happy and settled at the local Playgroup/Nursery and Primary School, and 

are therefore near their friends and activities, so we really need to stay in 

this area. 

 

In addition to the above points, we also own the land in the proposed 

planning application, and have done for around 5 years now.  This land was 

only ever intended to be home to our horses, for grazing.  These horses are a 

huge amount of work and involve at least 2 visits a day (when everything is 

going well with our poorly pony), for around an hour each visit minimum, 

just to do the day to day care required, not including the exercising of them.  

One of the four horses suffers with insulin resistance (Similar to type 2 

diabetes in humans) and cushing’s disease, making him very susceptible to 

the potentially fatal condition called ‘laminitis’.  He has to have a very 

special diet and management regime, alongside lifelong medication, with 

very limited grass intake/turnout time, lots of exercise, and he needs to be 

monitored closely.  This would be much easier if he was essentially in an 



adjoining field to our house in terms of travel time and fuel costs, but with 

him being so sensitive it would also be of great benefit to be able to monitor 

him as carefully as he requires, particularly at times of illness flare ups.  I 

have a lot of tack and equipment stored at the field, as well as the high 

value (both monetary and sentimentally) of my horses and I do worry about 

security, with us being four miles away.  Our neighbours are great, and we 

get on very well, but they are not equestrians themselves and can’t be 

expected to keep an eye on the place 24/7.   In the winter months it can be 

a huge worry when the roads are bad in snowy conditions, meaning that we 

are sometimes driving in treacherous conditions to get to them, and also 

have to take water with us from home quite often as we have no mains water 

and the water collection that we have from the rain water off the shelter roof, 

freezes.  This is another reason we are not only tied to the area, but would 

really benefit from having a house on site. 

 

We attempted to buy a property in the village of Archiestown only last year, 

in order to be closer to our horses, a little closer to my work but still in the 

vicinity of Mr Whitecross’s place of work and the kids’ school. It appeared to 

tock most of the boxes, but unfortunately, we had to pull out of the 

purchase at the last minute, much to our financial and emotional loss, due 

to our solicitor finding that the house deeds were inaccurate and not really 

rectifiable, without involving the other three neighbours’ solicitors in the 

small cul-de sac where the house was located.  The seller of the property 

was not willing to even try to rectify this.  In short, part of our land was 

situated behind a large retaining wall, and in the neighbour’s garden.  There 

was pipework that could not be sourced, shared rights of the properties 

drive way and responsibilities placed upon the new owners that were 

unreasonable, only due to being the last property of the group to be sold.  

After talking to several local friends who live in Archiestown already, I am 

led to believe that this is fairly typical of the village.  As a result we decided 

to pursue building our own property, on our own land in order to ensure 

everything was done ‘right’, and to avoid this problem again. 

 

We, nor our architect had heard of the ‘Hotspot’ areas and restricted 

building of dwelling houses in certain locations across Moray, which is 

obviously our error. Whilst I completely understand why the Council would 

wish to ensure that the outskirts of country villages do not become over 

populated, I am disappointed to see that no houses have been approved 

since this came in in 2017, however in other restricted build areas such as 

Birnie for example, there have been at least a few planning applications 

passed.  In the particular area that we are hoping to build there really have 

been very few new builds over the years we have been here, even before the 

new restrictions came into place and it certainly isn’t overpopulated with 

such sites.  Further along the road, not far from Macallan there seems to be 

huge houses going up left right and centre; some of which are massive and 

can be seen from miles away, however these are not in the restricted zone.  

 



We have gone to great expense and taken a lot of time to ensure that our 

proposed house is in keeping with the countryside area; not too big or 

extravagant, and isn’t anything more than a decent sized family home.  The 

access is already present and it is not in anybody’s way nor blocking 

anyone’s view. Indeed, the house would hardly be seen from the main road, 

due to where we have positioned it on the plans.  We want to conserve as 

much grazing land as we can whilst keeping the property sensible. The 

proposed site does not require tree removal or in fact, much excavation at 

all.  We hoped by having exact plans drawn up that the proposed house 

could be seen clearly and it would save time and hassle by going backwards 

and forwards, we know you are busy people! We have no desire to build 

more than this one house, which will be for our family to live in and not to 

be sold to make a profit, like some new houses and developments we’ve 

seen. 

 

With all the above points in mind, I wish to ask you to look again at our 

planning application with the hope you may reconsider your response.  We 

are decent, hardworking people and only wish to have a family home that 

suits our needs and responsibilities.  We are happy to comply with any 

suggested changes to make our dream a reality. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Mrs Linda Whitecross 
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