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Welcome to Moray Doors Open Day 2019
Admission to all of the venues is free. Doors Open Day is a
chance to take a peek behind doors that are often closed to
the public.
Opening times and arrangements differ from venue to venue
so please check the information provided for each venue in
advance to make the most of your visits on the day. If you can
please also take a few minutes to complete a survey at the
venues you visit, this will help us to plan and improve the
programme for next year.
Moray Council is organising the day in Moray and wish to
thank all of the owners and volunteers for their assistance.
Doors Open Days is a Scotland-wide event run by the Scottish
Civic Trust throughout September. Information about this
national programme, including event listings, can be found at
www.doorsopendays.org.uk. Doors Open Days is part of
European Heritage Days. #dodscot

KEY
Wheelchair accessible

Toilets

Refreshments available

Wheelchair accessible toilet

Events for children

Parking

Hearing loop

Not an accessible building

Limited access

On Facebook - Moray Doors Open Day
Please like us!
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DARNAWAY CASTLE
(Brodie, by Forres, IV36 2ST)
LISTED CATEGORY A

Open: 10am to 4pm

Historic seat of the Earl’s of
Moray since the C14th. Its
crowning glory is Randolph’s Hall
with the largest and oldest open timber roof in Scotland.
The Moray family and Estate staff welcome you to join
tours (approx. 45 mins) of the historic Entrance Hall and
Randolph’s Hall. Booking essential on
debbie.land@morayestates.co.uk 01309 672213.
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DALVEY HOUSE
(2 miles East of Forres off A96, IV36 2SP)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open: 11am to 4pm

A 1748 Georgian Mansion House in the style of the Adams brothers with
a wing added in 1897. It was originally a cell of Pluscarden Abbey. In an
idyllic tranquil setting surrounded by trees and well maintained gardens
and lawns. The house is owned
by the MacLeod family and run
as a luxury letting and wedding
venue. Light refreshments
provided. No disabled access,
sorry.

www.dalveyhouse.com
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FINDHORN ICEHOUSE
(Findhorn, IV36 3YE)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open 11am to 5pm

Mid-19th Century Commercial Icehouse built to
support the local Coastal Salmon Netting
industry. The underground chambers were used
to store natural ice which kept the fish fresh on
their way to the London Markets. The chambers
now contain displays relating to the Salmon
Fishing. Children’s quiz available. The museum
opposite the Icehouse will also be open.

www.findhorn-heritage.co.uk
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AJ ENGINEERING
(25 West Rd, Forres IV36 2GW)

Open 11am to 3pm

HQ for AJ Engineering & Construction Services. In
celebration of its 20th year in business, AJE is opening its
doors with a free family fun day which will include a tour
of the premises, tailored STEM
activities, a bouncy castle, facepainter and BBQ. Visitors will also be
able to learn about the company's
apprenticeship scheme and meet
staff who have gone through it.

www.ajengineering.co.uk
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FORRES TOLBOOTH
(High St, Forres, IV36 1PH)
LISTED CATEGORY A

Open: 10am – 4pm

Built in 1838/39 on the site of the existing Tolbooth
which has been in existence for over 800 years.
Main features include historic paintings, a court
room and a chance to get a first glimpse of the
renovated police office and prisoner cells. Volunteers
can answer questions and guided tours are
available. Disabled access to some rooms. Children
can enjoy fingerprinting and a “convicts’ wall!”

www.forresheritage.co.uk
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FALCONER MUSEUM STORE
(Leys Road, Forres, IV36 1DE)

Open : 10am, 12 noon and 2pm

This building hides a fascinating interior where
much of the hard work to collect and conserve
objects for the nearby Falconer Museum is
undertaken. Come and see the full range of objects
stored, from the forgotten to the weird and
wonderful. Guided 60 minute store tours are
available at 10am, midday and 2pm.
Please book tours via the Eventbrite website.

https://moraydod2019falconerstore.eventbrite.co.uk
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FORRES TOWN HALL
(49 High Street, IV36 1PB)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open: 12 noon to 4pm

The Town Hall has been at the heart of the
community since it was built in 1827-29 as the
Mechanics' Institute. Since 2018 the Town Hall
has been operated by Forres Area Community
Trust (FACT) with a view to securing its future via
a Community Asset Transfer. There will be a
display of drawings and photographs tracing its
history and FACT's future plans.

www.forresarea.org

8

ST JOHNS CHURCH
(Victoria Road, Forres, IV36 3BN)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open: 2pm to 4pm

Built 1841, designed by Patrick
Wilson, one of the older Scottish
Episcopal Church buildings in the
country. There are three wall-sized
murals in the church, two are by
the artist Hole and dated 1906
and 1912 while the third is by
Haswell Miller, created in 1936. The church will be holding a Flower Festival along with
organ music and refreshments on the lawn outside the church.

www.stjohnsforres.org.uk
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NELSON’S TOWER
(Cluny Hill, Forres, IV36 0DR)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open: 10am to 4pm

Come and conquer Nelson's Tower and enjoy one of
the best views across Moray. Completed in 1812 in
memory of Admiral Nelson, the tower offers
fantastic views over Forres and surrounds. With
artefacts, a children's quiz and volunteers on hand to answer questions, a visit
to the Tower is a great trip out. www.forresheritage.co.uk
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NEWBOLD HOUSE
(111 St Leonard’s Road, Forres, IV36 2RE)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open 9:30am to 6pm

A large country house, conservatory and walled
garden dating from 1893. The house and garden are now run as a social
enterprise promoting sustainable living. Visit the house and peace garden and
see the home-grown food. Learn about the workshops, venue hire and
accommodation that are on offer. There will also be apple pressing available
on the day. www.newboldtrust.org
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DUFFUS HOUSE (Duffus, by Elgin, IV30 5QB)
Open: 10am to 4pm

Built around 1700 with a large extension in the
1800s, Duffus House has long been associated with
Gordonstoun School. Find out more of its past as a
family home, a school boarding house and exciting
plans for the future. Drinks & cakes available.

Outdoor children’s activities provided by Earthtime. Access via B9012. Disabled
access to ground floor only. www.duffusestate.com
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COVESEA LIGHTHOUSE
(by Lossiemouth, IV31 6SP)
LISTED CATEGORY A

Open: 9am to 3pm

The Alan Stevenson designed Covesea
Skerries Lighthouse was completed in 1846.
45 minute guided tours – booking
essential. Book early (children minimum age 4) to avoid disappointment.
Email: info@covesealighthouse.co.uk or phone 01343 830664 Grounds will
also be open to visitors as will the Heritage Centre which shows the armed forces
history of the area and includes a flight simulator.

http://covesealighthouse.co.uk
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BENRIACH DISTILLERY
(by Elgin, IV30 8SF)

Open: 10am to 4pm

Visit Warehouse 13, our oldest dunnage
warehouse, home to our most experimental
casks. Here you will discover how we have
built our reputation for eclectic cask
maturation, before sampling our whiskies in
the visitor centre. Over 18s only. 3 miles
south of Elgin on A941. Tours start on the
hour. Booking essential by email
kirstin_bell@b-f.com or call 07719531840.

www.benriachdistillery.com

14

ELGIN MUSEUM
(1 High Street, Elgin, IV30 1EQ)
LISTED CATEGORY A

Open: 11am to 4pm

Explore Scotland’s oldest independent
museum. Brief tours behind the scenes to see
the stores, you can find out about the building's past and plans for the future
and join in with our drop-in family craft activities. Elgin Museum was purpose
built in 1842 by architect Thomas Mackenzie.

www.elginmuseum.org.uk
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ELGIN SHERIFF COURT
(High Street, Elgin, IV30 1BT)
LISTED CATEGORY B

Open 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:30pm

Built in the 1860s, the interior was extensively renovated
in 2006 to accommodate the Justice of the Peace Court. Guided tours at
10:30, 12:30 and 2:30 supported by Sheriff Court staff who will provide
information about the building and the work that goes on inside. Opportunity
to see the cell block and prisoner escort vehicle. No booking required.
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WHO DESIGNED ELGIN QUIZ
Visit the Castle to Cathedral to Cashmere website to download a quiz about
the impressive buildings in Elgin. The quiz can be completed remotely or why
not take a stroll around the town to view the buildings in person.
Answers can also be downloaded from the website:

http://elginheritage.scot/
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INNES HOUSE
(by Urquhart IV30 8NG)
LISTED CATEGORY A

Open 10am to 3pm

Built between 1640 and 1653 for Robert
Innes and now owned by the fifth
generation of the Tennant Family, Innes
House is a beautiful setting for weddings
and events and is bursting with history.
Refreshments will be available for
purchase. Visitors can choose to explore
by themselves or book a guided tour on
the day.

www.inneshouse.com
CASTLE WALLED GARDEN
18 GORDON
(Fochabers, IV32 7PQ)
LISTED CATEGORY A & B

Open: 10am to 4pm

One of Britain's oldest and largest
walled kitchen gardens. It is currently
being restored to its former glory
complete with cafe, children's play
area and shop. Discover our beautiful
garden this Doors Open Day. If
visitors would like lunch in the café,
then please book in advance.

www.gordoncastle.co.uk

Other Doors Open Days in Scotland…
..(details at www.doorsopendays.org.uk )

31st AUGUST - 1st SEPTEMBER
Fife East • Highland: Inverness •
Inverclyde
7th - 8th SEPTEMBER
Aberdeen City (Saturday only) •
Argyll & Bute - Dunoon and Cowal
• Ayrshire • Dumfries & Galloway •
East Dunbartonshire (Saturday
only) • Fife Central • Highland Black Isle • Perth & Kinross •
Renfrewshire • South Lanarkshire

16th - 22nd SEPTEMBER
Glasgow (Monday to Sunday)
21st - 23nd SEPTEMBER
Highland: Badenoch & Strathspey •
Moray (Saturday only) • North
Lanarkshire • Orkney

14th - 15th SEPTEMBER
Aberdeenshire • Angus • Dundee •
East Renfrewshire • Falkirk • Fife
West • Highland: Caithness •
Midlothian • Perth City • Scottish
Borders: Hawick (Saturday only) •
Stirling • West Dunbartonshire
(saturday only) • West Lothian

28th - 29th SEPTEMBER
Argyll & Bute: Rothesay •
Clackmannanshire • East Lothian •
Edinburgh • Highland: Other Areas
Shetland • Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
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