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13 March 2019 
 
 
Dear Sir/ Madam 
 
Moray Local Development Plan – Proposed Plan 
Land at R1 Brockloch, Rafford 
 
This representation on the Main Issues Report regarding land at Rafford is made on behalf of the 
owner of the land – Dallas Estate. It follows on from representations which were submitted in response 
to the Call for Sites and Main Issues Report. 
 
We are pleased to note that the site has been included in the Proposed Plan.  The purpose of this 
representation is to underline the Estate's commitment to the development of the proposed site and to 
reassure that progress is being made on these matters.   
 
This site provides an opportunity to provide modest, effective housing land supply consistent with the 
scale and character of Rafford.  In light of the fact that the landowner is committed to the realisation of 
the site, we request that this site be included in the final version of the Plan and the Estate is more than 
willing to discuss any issues regarding the continued designation of the site which the Council may 
consider to be relevant. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Neil Grant  
grant and geoghegan 
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Development Plans Team   
Environmental Services Department  
The Moray Council 
Council Office 
High Street 
ELGIN   
IV30 1BX 
 
 
13 March 2019 
 
 
Dear Sir/ Madam 
 
Moray Local Development Plan – Proposed Plan 
Land to the west of Duffus – Representation 
 
This representation on the Proposed Plan regarding land at Duffus is made on behalf of the 
owners of the land, Duffus Estate. It follows on from representations made to the Call 
for Sites and Main Issues Report. 
 
We were disappointed to see that the site referred to as DU1 is not included in the Proposed Plan  
and wish to object to its omission for the following reasons.   
 
Moray Council consulted on the Main Issues Report in January to March 2018 and the impact upon  
the character of Duffus and the planned form of the original village is the main reason the site was  
unpreferred.   
 
We recognise that Duffus has a relatively compact form based upon a grid pattern and the 
importance of this for the character and appearance of the village and its surrounds.  We also 
recognise that existing settlement boundaries have prevented sporadic development and have 
maintained a clear distinction between the built up area and the countryside. However, we contend 
that the time has come for small scale release of land to accommodate further residential 
development. 
 
The proposed housing is not considered to constitute an obtrusive and unsympathetic extension to  
the village and nor would it compromise the open character of its countryside setting particularly  
where appropriate landscaping is delivered alongside (or in advance of) the housing.  We strongly  
feel the extension of the settlement boundary to meet the boundary of the cemetery would  
consolidate the existing orthogonal grid pattern of Duffus 
 
The sensitive expansion of Duffus in the way proposed can be seen as a way of alleviating 
development pressure in the countryside around Elgin whilst providing good quality private market 
and affordable housing in close proximity to the main population centre.  The additional housing will 
help to support local businesses, facilities and the bus service as well as providing much needed 
accommodation for staff of the nearby Gordonstoun School who are understood to be fully behind 
the inclusion of the site in the development plan.   
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It should also be noted that no objections to the principle of including the site were forthcoming 
from Transportation, the Flood Risk Management Team, SEPA, Environmental Health and the  
Contaminated Land Team.  We note the response of Scottish Water and the Landscape  
Requirements as set out, neither of which preclude development on this site.  Ultimately, we  
can confirm the landowner’s willingness to undertake all of the required assessment work to support  
a proposal on this site as well as engage in the implementation of a long term landscaping scheme to  
help further integrate the development further into its surroundings. 
 
We respectfully request that this site be included in the Local Development Plan and we are  
available to discuss the Council's requirements as required. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Neil Grant 
grant and geoghegan 
 
 
 
 



From: elizabeth duncan
To: Localdevelopmentplan
Subject: EL_OPP11 - 002094
Date: 26 February 2019 11:13:10

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to put forward my objection to the proposed selling of the above site, as recently
reported in The Northern Scot.

I feel this would have a detrimental impact not only for tourists and locals who enjoy visiting the
gardens, but also for the students who gain valuable experience working and tending the gardens.

I’m sure the volunteers who look after the gardens during the holidays find it beneficial, not only to
social life but also to their mental well being. 

Therefore if the gardens were to close, then it would have a knock on effect on other services, so
maybe not so cost effective in the long run!

Also in terms of infrastructure, it can be busy enough in that area during the summer months with
visitors to Cathedral, without introducing more cars and coaches to luxury hotel.  The current road
system, would not be able to cope with any more.

I do hope Moray Council rethink this plan.

Yours sincerely

Elizabeth Duncan
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