










































On 4 Feb 2019, at 09:45, Emma Gordon <Emma.Gordon@moray.gov.uk> wrote:

Dear Mr Macpherson-Stewart

In respect of your email below, I would be grateful if you could provide a map identifying the 
land referred to in order that further consideration can be given to your proposal.

Regards

Emma

Dear Sir or Madam

I am writing to you again in response to your latest request for comments on the proposed 
Moray Development Plan 2020. I previously provided a response to a similar request made 
earlier last year which I submitted online (11.04.18) and, as far as I can see, the latest 
version of the plan remains the same as far as FR2 and FR14 & F15 are concerned. Clearly 
since this draft was approved by the Council a major decision has been made with regard to 
the A96 Dualling Project, namely that the preferred route option, which is now extremely 
unlikely to be changed, will see the future dual carriageway carve its way straight through 
the middle of these three zones.

As it stands the response I made last time (ref ZOH88EL4) still expresses the same concerns 
we have with respect to any industrial or business development that may still take place on 
pockets of land remaining after completion of the dual-carriageway. My understanding is 
that the route of the dual-carriageway through FR2, FR14 and FR15 cannot be modified by 
more than a few metres here or there as its own drainage requirements, the line of the 
flood alleviation bund and the legal specification for its bends limit any meaningful 
adjustments.

Therefore, with reference to the second proposal we made previously, that of including 
Greeshop House and its paddocks in any future plans for adjacent industrial/business usage, 
it may be  timely to stress that given the terminal blighting of this Grade II listed property as 
a result of the dual carriageway and industrial development, this suggestion could clearly go 
a long way towards satisfying the on-going need for suitable industrial or business land in 
and around Forres. The total available area owned by us south of and therefore protected 
by the bund amounts to approx 3ha including the house and together with the pocket likely 
to be left to the west of the dual carriageway will provide a total usable space of around 
7ha. My belief is that this would represent a significant and viable area in an appropriate 
place when other such areas around Forres may already be being increasingly difficult to 
identify. It is therefore vital that if such an idea is to be pursued it should be made known 
before the A96 planners finalise their own plans as suitable access to this area will have to 
form part of these plans.
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From Squadron Leader Mark A Nash BSc MBA RAF (Retd) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Local Development Plan Team 
Development Services 
Moray Council 
High Street 
ELGIN 
IV30 1BX            13 March 2019 

MORAY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2020 
SECTION OF PLAN TO WHICH MY COMMENT RELATES 

Volume:   Volume 2 | Settlements | Hopeman 

Heading:   Tourism 

Page Number:  237 

Site/Policy Reference: T1 Hopeman Caravan Park 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

1. I received a Notification of Proposed Plan dated 7 January 2019 
because  proposed for 
inclusion in the Proposed Moray Local Development Plan 2020. I 
was notified of a ‘proposal for development of T1 Hopeman 
Caravan Park’ and specifically of the ‘designation of site for 
caravan park’. 

REASON FOR COMMENTING 

2. The reason for me commenting on the Proposed Local 
Development Plan is to seek assurances from Moray Council 
about the rigour with which the Council will apply and enforce 
planning policies and regulations on Hopeman Caravan Park, 
which is known as West Beach Caravan Park, in the event of 
further development of the Caravan Park. 
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EXAMPLES OF ABUSES OF THE PLANNING SYSTEM BY THE OWNER OF WEST 
BEACH CARAVAN PARK 

3. It is relevant and a matter of public record that the owner of West 
Beach Caravan Park, Mr Scott, is a serial abuser of the planning 
system. Three examples come to mind as follows, all of which are 
already known to Moray Council: 

60% Expansion of Site Extension Without Prior Planning Consent 

a. The site to the west of the Caravan Park was developed 
without prior planning permission for an additional 7 touring 
caravan pitches; an increase of almost 60% on the 
permitted development of 12 pitches. Moray Council is on 
record as declaring this breach of planning procedure as 
‘regrettable’1 (meaning undesirable, or unwelcome) 
because it extended beyond the permitted boundary and 
involved a breach of the ENV8 amenity. 

Platform Cottage Converted Without Prior Planning Consent 

b. The residential dwelling known as  
 has 

been converted to a public venue without prior planning 
permission. I believe the venue is now known and 
publicised as The Old Station (or similar name) and was 
used by West Beach Caravan Park to host a Findhorn Bay 
Festival event in October 2018. To date, no action has 
been taken by Moray Council to enforce planning 
regulations in relation to this unlawful development 
neighbouring my home. 

Positioning of Caravan on Unlawfully Raised Site Without Prior 
Planning Consent 

c. Mr Scott positioned on the unlawfully-raised site  
 

a static caravan without prior planning permission. Moray 
Council said that the caravan breached my amenity and 
privacy and should be removed. Mr Scott went to the Press 
& Journal2 to assert that he would resist enforcement 
action (‘we’ll just appeal it; we can’t lose’) and went on to 
declare, ‘we could move [the caravan] somewhere else, 
but why should we?’. 

                                                        
1. Moray Council Report of Handling 17/00509/APP dated 10 May 2017. 
2. . 
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ANCILLARY FACILITIES 

Suitable Uses 

4. At Page 237 of the Proposed Local Development Plan, under the 
heading ‘Suitable Uses’, the Plan states that ‘ancillary facilities 
appropriate to tourist development such as a shop, café, laundry 
and shower facilities will be supported within this area’. 

Bistro 

5. My concern in respect of Ancillary Facilities is that Mr Scott has 
publicised on social media that he intends to convert a double-
decker bus into a bistro for the Caravan Park. The double-decker 
bus is currently positioned on the unlawfully-raised site 

 
 breaching my amenity and privacy as 

previously identified by Moray Council vis-à-vis the static caravan. 

6. The static caravan was removed under enforcement action. 
However, the double-decker bus remains in situ and conversion 
to a bistro would appear to be work in progress;  

 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

7. As stated earlier, Mr Scott breached the ENV8 amenity when he 
developed his Caravan Park extension by a further 60% without 
planning permission. I note that recently Mr Scott has also 
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breached Hopeman ENV6 (Natural/Semi-Natural Greenspace) 
by cutting a swathe through the West Foreshore sand dunes from 
the Caravan Park to Hopeman West Beach; see the image 
below: 

 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WEST SIDE OF CARAVAN PARK 

8. The substance of the ‘Proposal for development at T1 Hopeman 
Caravan Park’ will be to increase the number of pitches on the 
Caravan Park. Therefore, I should like to seek reassurance from 
Moray Council that the following factors will be taken into 
account as/when proposals are considered by the Planning 
Committee: 

a. Disrespect for Planning Policies. The fact (for it is a fact) that 
Mr Scott has little or no respect for planning policies and 
regulations; the evidence for this is a matter of public 
record. Mr Scott appears not to realise or recognise that he 
has not only property rights, but also property obligations in 
the context of his neighbours and the community at large 
vis-à-vis amenity and privacy, and environmental impact. 

b. Transport Impact. The transport impact on Harbour Street in 
particular if the volume of pitches on the Caravan Park is 
increased still further. I would suggest that the bridge near 
the Ice House is at significant loading risk in future. I would 
also suggest that the risk to public safety in Hopeman is 
increasing all the time as the number of tourism-related 
and other vehicles in Harbour Street increases, 
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notwithstanding the reasonable objective of supporting 
tourism in Moray. 

c. Environmental Impact. Mr Scott has already demonstrated 
his disdain for the ENV8 and ENV6 areas of Hopeman. I 
trust, therefore, that Moray Council will look carefully at the 
potentially adverse impact on the environment and 
community amenity of permitting yet more development 
of West Beach Caravan Park. 

DEVELOPER RESPONSE TO PLANNING COMMENTS & OBJECTIONS 
(HARASSMENT) 

9. I should like to go on record and make it known to Moray Council 
that the developer, Mr Scott, has recently instructed me, through 
my solicitor, to be ‘more neighbourly’. This is relevant to my 
response to the Proposed Local Development Plan because Mr 
Scott is, I believe, irritated that he does not have unfettered rights 
to develop his land regardless of the potential impact of his 
actions on the environment, the community and his neighbours; 

. As I’ve already explained above, Mr Scott 
appears to have little time for planning policies and regulations. 

10. Mr Scott has in the past identified me on his West Beach Caravan 
Park Facebook page as a . He has red-
ringed a photograph of my home, pointing out that it’s where I 
live; unpleasant comments are made about me on the 
Facebook page. 

11. Last month Mr Scott purchased from the laird of Hopeman the 
pavement area . Mr Scott 
then informed my solicitor that he viewed his purchase of the 
land as a useful ‘ransom strip’. Mr Scott pointed out that his 
ownership of the land ‘has an impact on the value and use of  

 property’. 

12. Mr Scott went on to say that he was ‘currently considering what 
future use we may put it to. We have no immediate plans but 
clearly this may change depending on many factors. Given that 
we now , it would be 
extremely welcome if your clients became more ’, 
which I took to be a thinly-veiled threat to desist from seeking 
through Moray Council the protection of my amenity and privacy 
and the reasonable enjoyment I might expect to gain from living 
in my home. Mr Scott was in effect telling me, through my 
solicitor, that if I continued to seek to protect my amenity and 
privacy, he would use his ‘ransom strip’ to harass me accordingly. 
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WEST BEACH CARAVAN PARK DEVELOPMENT 

13. Notwithstanding the comments I’ve made above, I should like to 
commend Mr Scott on much of the work that he’s carried out on 
West Beach Caravan Park. He has made significant 
improvements to the site. The Park is visually pleasing and there is 
little doubt that Mr Scott’s customers enjoy the setting and 
experience of visiting the site. Well done. 

14. It’s good that people want to come and visit Hopeman and 
enjoy all that we get to enjoy ourselves here throughout the year 
as residents. It’s pleasing to see tourists in the village during the 
summer and knowing that they’re adding to the local and, 
indeed, wider Moray economy. I’m aware too of Mr Scott’s 
willingness to stage events in the Park which further attract 
people to the village and which Mr Scott uses to raise money for 
charity. This is all good stuff and in these respects I support Mr 
Scott’s actions. 

SUMMARY & REQUEST FOR ACTION 

15. In summary, I’m anxious that any proposals for the development 
of West Beach Caravan Park should be properly controlled by 
Moray Council and seen to be as such. Mr Scott is clearly 
prepared to flout planning policies. Mr Scott is also prepared to 
intimidate me for having the temerity to ask Moray Council to 
apply and enforce planning policies. 

16. It’s distressing for me knowing that Mr Scott treats with contempt 
and is prepared to harass me for my reasonable expectations of 
having my amenity and privacy protected by Moray Council 
through the proper application and enforcement of planning 
policies. 

17. Therefore, I request an assurance from Moray Council that the 
Council’s handling of any proposals for the development of West 
Beach Caravan Park will take into account the comments I’ve 
made in this response to the Proposed Local Development Plan 
2020. Thank you very much. 

Yours faithfully 
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