




Sirs, 

           The committee of the Scottish Rock Garden Club Moray Group wish to register an objection to 

The Moray Council’s designation of “OPP11, The Walled Garden” as a possible site for a hotel on the 

latest Local Development Plan. 

The popularity of the adjacent Biblical Garden and the plaudits that it receives are well known to our 

membership many of whom do sterling work helping other volunteers maintain this asset to Elgin. It 

is obvious from the comments of visitors from beyond Moray that this is a much appreciated haven. 

The “Moray Rock Garden Club” have been closely involved in the development and maintenance of 

the rockery section of the garden and have therefore first hand understanding of the need for land 

beyond the perimeter of the ground which is seen by the public visitor. Yet by threatening to sell off 

the land which houses the infrastructure needed to maintain the garden, The Moray Council put at 

risk the very existence of the garden. The press have documented various groups who use the 

garden for educational and recreational purposes, but our membership have also been aware that it 

has been of great benefit to a group of people who have difficulties integrating with society as a 

whole, but have enjoyed the relaxed informality of coming along and working with a group of keen 

gardeners. 

In an area which is doing its best to increase its attractiveness as a tourist destination, to put at 

jeopardy the one public garden in the administrative centre of Moray is a short sighted policy. 

I therefore on behalf of the committee and membership of the SRGC Moray Group beg the 

councillors and Planning Department to reverse this designation and not put in jeopardy the upkeep 

and maintenance of one of Moray’s best attractions, The Biblical Garden. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

                                    Alan Souter, 

                                                              Convenor, SRGC Moray Group. 
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