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Preface

This schedule of housing land is produced by Moray Council in consultation with local housebuilders and
landowners. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information in the audit is accurate and
complete, the attention of the user is drawn to the following points:

I The introduction contains advice on the interpretation and analysis of the statistics and this should be
carefully studied, to avoid possible misrepresentation.

I The information on housing is presented comprehensively for sites of 4 or more houses, only aggregated
annual totals of past completions are given for smaller sites and individual houses.

I Development Plans, Capital Programmes and commitment levels are continually being updated and
should be checked with the appropriate source to obtain the current position.

Under the conditions of the Ordnance Survey Licence held by The Moray Council, no unauthorised photocopying is
permitted from the maps contained in this booklet. These maps are based upon Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 maps
with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty s Stationery Office, Crown Copyright Reserved. Similarly, the
schedules used in these booklets are the copyright of the Moray Council and may not be reproduced without the
permission of the Moray Council.
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2.3

Purpose of Audit

This audit provides details of Moray s housing land supply as at January 2021. The audit explains the
different classifications of land within the overall supply and compares supply with the housing land
requirement identified through the Housing Need and Demand Assessment.

The audit also examines past and future predicted trends in housing land supply and identifies any
action required to address issues arising.

The audit has been produced using the guidance set out in Scottish Planning Policy, Planning Advice
Note 2/2010 and Homes for Scotland Advice Note on Housing Land Audits.

Scottish Planning Policy 2014 requires planning authorities to ensure;

I Local development plans set out the housing supply target (separated into affordable and market
sectors) and the housing land requirement for each housing market area up to year 10 from the
expected year of adoption.

I Allocate a range of sites which are effective or expected to become effective in the plan period to
meet the housing land requirement in full.

I Provide a minimum of 5 years effective land supply at all times.

I Indicate the possible scale and location of the housing land requirement beyond year 10 and up to
year 20.

Preparation of Audit

The audit has been prepared by Moray Council using details of all relevant development sites within
the Moray Local Development Plan 2020 and other (windfall) sites with planning consent for
residential use.

Completions have been recorded through contact with housebuilders and analysis of building warrant
completion certificates. Constraints have been identified through the local development plan process
and through discussion with statutory consultees.

Details of sites with a capacity of 4 or more houses are recorded and an assessment made of potential
future development rates, informed by landowners and developers. This takes account of planning
status, infrastructure constraints, building capacity, market demand and financial plans.
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Land Supply Definitions

There are three categories of land identified within the audit.

Established Housing Land Supply

This is the total housing land supply, calculated by adding the effective and constrained land together.
This includes sites under construction, sites with planning consent and other sites agreed as having
potential for development.

Effective Housing Land Supply

This is the housing land supply that is expected to be free from development constraints and available
for construction of housing. Most sites with planning consent for residential development and/or
identified within the Moray Local Development Plan 2020 fall into this category where the site is free
of the following constraint:-

Ownership
Physical
Contamination
Deficit funding
Marketability
Infrastructure
Land

Constrained Housing Land Supply

This consists of sites which at the time of the audit were not assessed as being effective. The principal
reason for the site being constrained is identified in the schedules. The identified constraint is
considered to be significant and may not be resolved within the effective land supply period. This
alsoincludes LONG designations, which are constrained under the terms of the Local Development
Plan.
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4 Established Land Supply

4.1  The established land supply for the Moray Local Development Plan is shown in Table 1 below.

13,112 12,848 12,387 12,751 12,346

Table 1: Established Land Supply

42  The established land supply in 2021 has a capacity of 12,346 units. This includes extensive areas of
LONG term land, which act as a reserve and can be released should a shortfall be projected.
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5 Constrained Land Supply

5.1  The constrained land supply is shown in Table 2.

- 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
8,318 9,210 8,198 6,940 6,838

Table 2: Constrained Land Supply

(83

.2 Atotal of 6,838 units are constrained in 2021, continuing to reflect the more proactive approach being
taken to overcome constraints and explore ways of unlocking sites. Table 3 below summarises the
constrained sites and the nature of the constraint. The table shows that the majority of these sites are
constrained through programming either as LONG designations or programmed as unlikely to be
built within the 5 year effective period. LONG sites can only be considered effective when the required
triggers for release of LONG sites have been met and the site is free of the constraints listed in

paragraph 3.3.1.

Contamination 60 1

Constraint

Marketability 501 21
Ownership 854 5
Physical 148 8
Programming 1,400 5
LONG 3,875 9

Total 6,838 49

Table 3: Analysis of Constraints
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