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Derek Thomson 
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HNC Civil Engineering, TIStructE 

 

   

 

Bio 

Derek joined Narro’s northern office in 
2016. He is an experienced Senior 
Technician Engineer with over 25 years’ 
experience in the Consulting Engineering 
industry working on a wide variety of 
structural and civil engineering projects, 
regularly managing projects from 
inception to completion for clients ranging 
from private individuals to local 
authorities.  
 
He is focused on delivering a good service 
to clients with economical engineering 
solutions in timber, steel, masonry, and 
concrete.  He is always keen to provide 
engineering services to existing repeat 
contacts as well as developing business 
opportunities with new clients.  He 
regularly attends CPD events and 
undertakes self-directed research and 
study to broaden his knowledge base.  He 
is currently working towards Chartered 
Engineer status with the Institution of Civil 
Engineers through the Experiential 
Learning Route. 
 

Professional History 

Narro 

2016 – 2019 
 
2019 – 2021 
2021 -  

Senior Technician  
Engineer 
Section Leader 
Associate 

Fairhurst 

2004 – 16 Senior Technician 

Jacobs (Babtie Group) 
2000 – 04 Technician 

Babtie Group 

1996 – 2000 Trainee Technician 
 

 

Key Projects 

Tarbert Police Station, Isle of Harris  - The development of former Police Station Tarbert to 
housing units for Hebridean Housing Partnership (Stornoway). Demolition of existing building to 
make way for a flatted development new build housing. 
 
Poundland, Elgin  - The redevelopment of an existing retail unit which now has four new social 
housing units located above the retail space at first and second floor level.  The new building 
comprises of a steel frame with a traditional stone façade to the main elevations.  A further phase of 
approx. 14 additional social units is planned after the completion of phase 1. 
 

An Crùbh, Isle of Skye - New multifunctional building for the local community housing gathering 
space, post office, café bakery, shop & car parking. The building is primarily timber kit with discrete 
use of structural steel and a very high attention to detailing.  
 
Caledonian Canal Centre, Fort Augustus - Refurbishment of a commercial property in Fort 
Augustus to create the new Caledonian Canal Centre. The project involved structural alterations 
including floor strengthening as well as new side extension which provides access to the 
accommodation at first floor level. The building now houses a café, some retail, and an 
interpretation space. 
 

Housing Development, Inverairish, Raasay - Housing development of five new build houses for 
the rural community.  The site is in an area remote from the Scottish Water sewer network.  A 
private foul drainage scheme as designed to deal with the new housing, with a discharge to a nearby 
river. 
 

Corrieshalloch Gorge – The National Trust - New visitor centre, new path network, and 
repurposing the existing car park at Corrieshalloch Gorge – ongoing. 
 

KOSH Bonar Bridge - New home to the Kyle of Sutherland Hub, a charity which provides activities 
and events for the rural communities of the Kyle of Sutherland. 
 
Carse Hub, Inverness - New multi-use building utilising a disused industrial site in Inverness. 
Development includes new office/recreation building, canal side café and improved accessible canal 
path connections. 
  
Borodale House distillery, Raasay - Project which involved alterations to an existing building and 
a new build distillery and visitor centre. Complex geometry, a multitude of materials including steel, 
masonry, glulam, and gabion retaining walls and the integration of production services were the 
main challenges. 
 

The Highland Cinema, Fort William - Redevelopment of the existing disused cinema building and 
site in Fort William town centre to create a new two-screen cinema with large Café Bar area 
overlooking Cameron Square. 
 

The Dundreggan Rewilding Centre – Trees for Life 
The rewilding centre will provide educational and visitor facilities so that people can explore, enjoy, 
and learn about the forest restoration and rewilding taking place at Dundreggan, as well as the 
natural and Gaelic cultural heritage of the Scottish Highlands – ongoing. 
 
Fairburn Tower, Muir of Ord - The repair and refurbishment of this Category A-listed former 
tower house. Formerly a roofless and dilapidated ruin, the building is being rehabilitated using 
traditional materials and techniques as holiday accommodation by The Landmark Trust.  
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Name: 
 

Danielle Kashkoush 
 

 

 

 
POSITION: 
 

Senior Quantity Surveyor 
 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

 
Chartered Quantity Surveyor – MRICS 
(Qualified 2008 – No. 1244531) 
 

 

 Member Chartered Institute of Arbitrators – MCIArb 
(Qualified 2021 – No. 6085733) 
 
B.S.c (Hons.) Quantity Surveying, Robert Gordon University 
 
Final stages of final year of an MSc Construction Law & Arbitration 

 

   
 
PROFILE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danielle has 17 years Quantity Surveying experience and has acted as 
Quantity Surveyor on a variety of projects ranging from £50k to £33m. 
 
These include new-build construction, extension and alteration and 
refurbishment works to private housing (including luxury housing), social 
housing, schools, healthcare facilities, offices, industrial and residential 
premises. Additionally, she has acted as Employers Agent on several social 
housing developments in the North East of Scotland, acted as Quantity 
Surveyor and Contract Administrator on a renovation contract for a Housing 
Association, acted as Quantity Surveyor on a number of measured term 
maintenance contracts for the NHS, and undertaking insurance re-valuation 
services for a housing association. 
 

 

 
RELEVANT 
PROJECTS/CLIENTS: 
 

 
 Aberdeen City Council: 
 
 Kingswood Cottages – PQS for the construction of new build cottages 
 in Aberdeen 
 
 Grampian Housing Association Ltd.: 
 

Section 75 Social Housing Developments complete with associated 
external works – Acting as Employers Agent on the following 
developments: - 
 

 30No. houses comprising 4No. house types at Newtonhill, 
Aberdeenshire 

 37No. properties comprising 7No. types including flats, 
cottage flats, disabled access detached bungalows and 
detached and semi-detached houses house types at 
Forres, Moray (Phase 1) 

 43No. properties comprising 7No. types at Forres, Moray 
(Phase 2) – property types as Phase 1 above 

 25No. houses comprising 6No. house types at Elgin, Moray 
 
 Generally: Cost planning and production of bills of quantities for a 

number of new-build housing/ flatted developments throughout Scotland 
and in Jersey 
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The present owner of the farm field is Mr Wiseman. The Farmland 
is designated for residential development within the Moray Local 
Development Plan 2020. 

The project is part of the Moray Growth Deal’s Housing Mix Delivery 
project, with £25,000 coming from the Scottish Government and Moray 
Council. The masterplan is also part-funded by Dorenell Windfarm 
Community Benefit Fund, administered by Foundation Scotland.

Collective Architecture’s qualified 
team of Sub-Consultants will 
further strengthen the level of 
design service provided. 

SITE

Scan for feedback 
survey
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C O N S U LTA T I O N  1  S U M M A R Y 02

Hillside Farm sits to the Western edge of Dufftown, 
Moray. The site is located behind a line of trees that 
separate the edge of the town from the surrounding  
fields and farmland. Hillside Farm benefits from scenic 
views to the Conval Hill. 

The site is designated for Housing in the 2020 Moray 
Local Development Plan. 

Extract from Moray Local Development Plan  

“creating a 
structured and 

cohesive community 
for all ages”

“encourage and 
allow essential 
workers to move 
here easily and 
quickly”

What facilities are missing in Dufftown 
or what could be improved?

There were overriding feelings that the town 
centre of Dufftown was losing key amenities 
due to service closures; eg a bank and post 
office. There were greatly missed by the 
community and many would like to see these 
reinstated. 

Socially there are a range of venues that host 
weekly local clubs that are well attended by 
older residents. 

There was a desire for amenities and 
outdoor facilities that would cater to the 
younger demographic of Dufftown, both 
present and future residents of the town, 
facilities and eateries etc.

There was also suggestions regarding 
tourism, facilities for campers, EV, tourist 
and local history and information building. 

Improved local transport and questions 
around local healthcare and developer 
contribution were raised, questions can be 
viewed on the FAQ board.

Moving around and Site Entrance 
Scenarios.

Majority of people said they travel locally by 
car or foot. 

Some said they would use the bus more 
often to travel to nearby towns if it ran more 
frequently or they lived closer to a bus stop. 

The site entrance scenarios were discussed. 
Improvements to the Market Green and 
‘arrival’ to Dufftown alongside a new junction 
were seen as favourable. Planning for 
pedestrian safety was seen to be a priority, 
along with reducing car speeds into the 
town.

There was support for a new bus stop in 
proximity to the Market Green, placed 
respectfully in relation to existing properties 
as well as improved cycle routes. 

Residents adjoining the new prospective 
road junction expressed concerns around 
traffic, noise, and visual appeal was 
understood that these options would be 
developed more fully to understand their 
feasibility. 

Site Challenges Site Opportunities

Enhancing the existing environment and 
safeguarding the historic trees on the corner 
of the green was seen as  a priority. 

Many people were interested in how local 
ecology could be conserved and enhanced 
through the proposals, perhaps even 
providing new habitats for insects and swifts.

As an area in proximity to wind energy 
generation there was interest in the energy 
potential of the new homes at Hillside farm; 
district heating, utilising passive solar gain 
(building orientation)and energy efficiency 
(low running costs) were mentioned. 

People showed  general support for the 
path network that connects the new housing 
at Hillside farm to the outdoors, green 
spaces and back to Dufftown, respecting 
neighbours property boundaries. 

At the consultation we were made aware 
of potential drainage issues to the site 
boundary against existing homes. 
The proposal will improve and deal 
with existing drainage issues and not 
exasperate the problem.

Residents raised concerns around water 
supply and increasingly drier summers.
The site will only be developed once 
there is the appropriate water supply 
available as  seen fit by Scottish Water. 

We were also made aware of sewage 
blockages and bursts occurring locally 
and that residents of Dufftown were 
concerned with new homes placing strain 
on the existing infrastructure. 
The site will only be developed if the 
current sewage network has appropriate 
capacity / undergoes the appropriate 
upgrades.

It was preferable that roads, excessive 
parking and infrastructure were minimised 
where possible.

Greenspace Character

Ideas around greenspace character areas 
were generally well received; designing 
high quality spaces between buildings 
would overall assist in creating a rich living 
environment that would contribute positively 
to the character of Dufftown. There was 
particular favour for designing a buffer 
parkland to ensure the green outlook for 
existing boundary residents.

Low maintenance planting and indigenous 
species will be prioritised in green spaces. 
The question of who maintains communal 
greenspace areas was raised and will 
be resolved as the proposal develops. 
Opportunities for gardening should be 
supported but not as to stretch the workload 
of community gardening groups. 

Responses to new homes 

Thank you to Communities Housing Trust 
that came to support the event! To see 
more information about potential housing 
tenures for the Hillside Farm please visit their 
website. 
https://www.chtrust.co.uk/

The community recognised the need for 
housing that allowed present resident’s 
needs to change and be supported through 
a variety of housing options for different 
income brackets without moving away. 

Low cost rental options with priority for 
young families and key worker housing for 
ensuring the vitality of the community. 

Encouraging people to move to Dufftown 
was also know to be important for a diversity  
neighbourhood.

“having a low cost 
home in a family setting 
would be a dream”

 

Moray Local Development Plan (MLDP)

Graphic utilising quotes from the feedback forms
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survey



HILLSIDE FARM, DUFFTOWN 

 

Team C.V. 

Derek Thomson 
Associate 
 
HNC Civil Engineering, TIStructE 

 

   

 

Bio 

Derek joined Narro’s northern office in 
2016. He is an experienced Senior 
Technician Engineer with over 25 years’ 
experience in the Consulting Engineering 
industry working on a wide variety of 
structural and civil engineering projects, 
regularly managing projects from 
inception to completion for clients ranging 
from private individuals to local 
authorities.  
 
He is focused on delivering a good service 
to clients with economical engineering 
solutions in timber, steel, masonry, and 
concrete.  He is always keen to provide 
engineering services to existing repeat 
contacts as well as developing business 
opportunities with new clients.  He 
regularly attends CPD events and 
undertakes self-directed research and 
study to broaden his knowledge base.  He 
is currently working towards Chartered 
Engineer status with the Institution of Civil 
Engineers through the Experiential 
Learning Route. 
 

Professional History 

Narro 

2016 – 2019 
 
2019 – 2021 
2021 -  

Senior Technician  
Engineer 
Section Leader 
Associate 

Fairhurst 

2004 – 16 Senior Technician 

Jacobs (Babtie Group) 
2000 – 04 Technician 

Babtie Group 

1996 – 2000 Trainee Technician 
 

 

Key Projects 

Tarbert Police Station, Isle of Harris  - The development of former Police Station Tarbert to 
housing units for Hebridean Housing Partnership (Stornoway). Demolition of existing building to 
make way for a flatted development new build housing. 
 
Poundland, Elgin  - The redevelopment of an existing retail unit which now has four new social 
housing units located above the retail space at first and second floor level.  The new building 
comprises of a steel frame with a traditional stone façade to the main elevations.  A further phase of 
approx. 14 additional social units is planned after the completion of phase 1. 
 

An Crùbh, Isle of Skye - New multifunctional building for the local community housing gathering 
space, post office, café bakery, shop & car parking. The building is primarily timber kit with discrete 
use of structural steel and a very high attention to detailing.  
 
Caledonian Canal Centre, Fort Augustus - Refurbishment of a commercial property in Fort 
Augustus to create the new Caledonian Canal Centre. The project involved structural alterations 
including floor strengthening as well as new side extension which provides access to the 
accommodation at first floor level. The building now houses a café, some retail, and an 
interpretation space. 
 

Housing Development, Inverairish, Raasay - Housing development of five new build houses for 
the rural community.  The site is in an area remote from the Scottish Water sewer network.  A 
private foul drainage scheme as designed to deal with the new housing, with a discharge to a nearby 
river. 
 

Corrieshalloch Gorge – The National Trust - New visitor centre, new path network, and 
repurposing the existing car park at Corrieshalloch Gorge – ongoing. 
 

KOSH Bonar Bridge - New home to the Kyle of Sutherland Hub, a charity which provides activities 
and events for the rural communities of the Kyle of Sutherland. 
 
Carse Hub, Inverness - New multi-use building utilising a disused industrial site in Inverness. 
Development includes new office/recreation building, canal side café and improved accessible canal 
path connections. 
  
Borodale House distillery, Raasay - Project which involved alterations to an existing building and 
a new build distillery and visitor centre. Complex geometry, a multitude of materials including steel, 
masonry, glulam, and gabion retaining walls and the integration of production services were the 
main challenges. 
 

The Highland Cinema, Fort William - Redevelopment of the existing disused cinema building and 
site in Fort William town centre to create a new two-screen cinema with large Café Bar area 
overlooking Cameron Square. 
 

The Dundreggan Rewilding Centre – Trees for Life 
The rewilding centre will provide educational and visitor facilities so that people can explore, enjoy, 
and learn about the forest restoration and rewilding taking place at Dundreggan, as well as the 
natural and Gaelic cultural heritage of the Scottish Highlands – ongoing. 
 
Fairburn Tower, Muir of Ord - The repair and refurbishment of this Category A-listed former 
tower house. Formerly a roofless and dilapidated ruin, the building is being rehabilitated using 
traditional materials and techniques as holiday accommodation by The Landmark Trust.  
 
 

 

 
Curriculum Vitae                                                                    
 
 

 
Name: 
 

Danielle Kashkoush 
 

 

 

 
POSITION: 
 

Senior Quantity Surveyor 
 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

 
Chartered Quantity Surveyor – MRICS 
(Qualified 2008 – No. 1244531) 
 

 

 Member Chartered Institute of Arbitrators – MCIArb 
(Qualified 2021 – No. 6085733) 
 
B.S.c (Hons.) Quantity Surveying, Robert Gordon University 
 
Final stages of final year of an MSc Construction Law & Arbitration 

 

   
 
PROFILE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danielle has 17 years Quantity Surveying experience and has acted as 
Quantity Surveyor on a variety of projects ranging from £50k to £33m. 
 
These include new-build construction, extension and alteration and 
refurbishment works to private housing (including luxury housing), social 
housing, schools, healthcare facilities, offices, industrial and residential 
premises. Additionally, she has acted as Employers Agent on several social 
housing developments in the North East of Scotland, acted as Quantity 
Surveyor and Contract Administrator on a renovation contract for a Housing 
Association, acted as Quantity Surveyor on a number of measured term 
maintenance contracts for the NHS, and undertaking insurance re-valuation 
services for a housing association. 
 

 

 
RELEVANT 
PROJECTS/CLIENTS: 
 

 
 Aberdeen City Council: 
 
 Kingswood Cottages – PQS for the construction of new build cottages 
 in Aberdeen 
 
 Grampian Housing Association Ltd.: 
 

Section 75 Social Housing Developments complete with associated 
external works – Acting as Employers Agent on the following 
developments: - 
 

 30No. houses comprising 4No. house types at Newtonhill, 
Aberdeenshire 

 37No. properties comprising 7No. types including flats, 
cottage flats, disabled access detached bungalows and 
detached and semi-detached houses house types at 
Forres, Moray (Phase 1) 

 43No. properties comprising 7No. types at Forres, Moray 
(Phase 2) – property types as Phase 1 above 

 25No. houses comprising 6No. house types at Elgin, Moray 
 
 Generally: Cost planning and production of bills of quantities for a 

number of new-build housing/ flatted developments throughout Scotland 
and in Jersey 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Danielle Kashkoush – CV – Rev. 2023 

S I T E  C H A L L E N G E S         &  O P P O R T U N I T I E S 03 HILLSIDE FARM, DUFFTOWN 02 S I T E  C H A L L E N G E S 

 (c) Crown copyright, All rights reserved. 2023. License number 0100031673

213.7m

201.8m

CONVAL STREET

CONVAL CRES

KININVIE

CO
UR

T

ST MICHAEL'S LANE

B 9009

H
ILLSID

E AVEN
U

E

HILL STREET

FB

Track

Track

STNA

STNB

STNC

STND

FH

FH

TP

TP

TP

TP

Stay Stay

Stay

Stay

Sign

Edge of Crops

Edge of Crops

Edge of Crops

Sign

Sign

Sign

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

SV

SV

SV

SV
SV

SV

SV

SV
SV

LP

LP

LP

LP

LP

LP

LP

LP

LP

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

Post

PostPostPost
PostPost

PostPost

Post

Post

Mkr

214.0

214.0

21
4.0

214.0

214.0

214.0

214.0

212.0

212.0

21
2.0

212.0

212.0

212.0

21
2.0

210.0

210.0

210.0

21
0.

0

210.0

21
0.

0

210.0

20
8.

0

208.0

20
8.

0

208.0

20
8.

0

208.0

20
8.

0

20
6.

0

206.0

206.0

206.0

20
6.0

20
6.

0

206.0

20
6.0

206.0

204.0

204.0

204.0

204.0

204.0

204.0

204.0

20
2.

0

202.0

202.0

202.0

202.0

202.0

202.0

202.0

20
0.

0

200.0

200.0

200.0

200.0

200.0

200.0

200.0

200.0

198.0

198.0

198.0

198.0

198.0

198.0

19
8.0

198.0

196.0
196.0 196.0

196.0

196.0

196.0

196.0

196.0

19
4.

0

194.0

194.0

194.0

194.0

194.0

194.0

194.0

19
2.

0

19
2.

0

19
2.

0

19
2.

0

192.0

192.0

192.0

192.0

192.0

19
2.0

192.0

19
0.

0

19
0.

0

19
0.

0

190.0

190.0
190.0 190.0

190.0

190.0

19
0.0

190.0

190.0

228.0

228.0

226.0

226.0

224.0

224.0

222.0

222.0

222.0

222.0

222.0

182.0

18
0.

0

184.0

18
4.0

184.0

184.0

184.0 184.0

186.0

18
6.0

186.0

186.0

186.0

186.0

186.0

22
0.

0

220.0

220.0

220.0

220.0

21
8.

0

218.0

218.0

218.0

218.0

216.0

216.0

216.0

216.0

216.0

216.0

224.0

186.0

186.0

186.0

188.0

188.0

18
8.0

188.0

188.0
188.0

188.0

188.0

18
8.0

188.0

19
2.

0

192.0

184.0

184.0

204.0

CLIENT - 

WWW.COLLECTIVEARCHITECTURE.CO.UK

TELEPHONE +44(0)141 552 3001 FAX +44(0)141 552 3888

24 AINSLIE PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH3 6AJ
TELEPHONE +44 (0)131 516 2270

EMAIL INFO@COLLECTIVEARCHITECTURE.CO.UK

PROJECT - 

DRAWING - 

JOB NO - 

DATE - BY - SCALE - 

CHKD - DRWG NO - REV. - 

NOTES - 

REV. - REVISION NOTE - DATE - BY - 

4th FLOOR, 13 BATH STREET,  GLASGOW, G2 1HY

DO NOT SCALE FROM DRAWING.

ALL DIMENSIONS TO BE CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO THE START 
OF ANY WORK AND ANY DISCREPANCIES NOTIFIED IN WRITING. 

REFER TO ENGINEERS' DRAWINGS FOR ALL STRUCTURAL, HEATING, LIGHTING, 
POWER, EXTERNAL AND UNDERGROUND DRAINAGE AND VENTILATION INFORMATION.

COLLECTIVE ARCHITECTURE LTD HAVE REVIEWED APPLICABLE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE IN THE UK AT THE TIME OF WRITING THE SPECIFICATION, FROM WHICH 
THE PRODUCTS NAMED IN THE SPECIFICATION AND IDENTIFIED ON DRAWINGS HAVE 
BEEN SELECTED.  WHERE THE CONTRACTOR WISHES TO PROPOSE ALTERNATIVE 
PRODUCTS, REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLES AND A FULL TECHNICAL APPRAISAL IS TO 
BE SUBMITTED BY THE CONTRACTOR TO THE EMPLOYER DEMONSTRATING THAT 
THEIR PROPOSAL HAS EQUAL OR HIGHER PERFORMANCE. ANY ALTERNATIVE 
PRODUCTS ARE SUBJECT TO DESIGN TEAM, BUILDING CONTROL, WARRANTY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER ACCEPTANCE. 

NOTES - 

ALL BUILDING WORKS TO COMPLY IN ALL RESPECTS TO CURRENT
BUILDING STANDARDS FOR COUNTRY IN WHICH SITE IS LOCATED.

C
:\U

se
rs

\K
at

ie
 M

un
ro

\O
ne

D
riv

e 
- C

ol
le

ct
iv

e 
Ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e\
D

es
kt

op
\O

U
TS

AV
ED

 D
U

FF
TO

W
N

\2
03

59
 D

uf
fto

w
n 

Si
te

 P
la

n.
rte

 1 : 1000 @ A1

Information

-

KM

20359 EX_ZZ

Site Plan

Dufftown Strategy Project

Moray Council

 1 : 1000
Site Plan

1. Existing Dufftown entrance sign at the existing settlement edge 
location doesn’t provide a strong sense of arrival to town.

2. Physical, perceived, town edge at tree-line around historic Market 
Green.

3. Complex existing junction arrangement unsuitable for new 
development with poor visibility. 

4. Rear fences to existing properties create negative boundary.

5. Existing tree belt to western boundary should be retained.

6. Substantial heritage trees at town entrance.

7. Narrow unadopted farm track requires to be upgraded to road.
 
8. Private property boundaries in proximately to road, may prove 
challenging for road upgrading and widening. 

9. Substantial level change (c.20-30m) within site falling towards the 
north.

10. Substantial level change across Green restricting South Site 
Entrance locations

11. Existing water main dissecting site to be diverted.

12. Foul connection at Kinivie Court.

13. Stream and site low point (X). 

14. Informal path is a ditch verge, and may be unsuitable for formal 
path upgrading. 

15. Badger activity and potential offsets. (Piling offset 100m or 
lisence needed)
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1. Option to establish the historic tree-line as the settlement edge 
and align speed limit and signage to reflect this.

2. Re-establish ‘Market Green’ as a positive gateway space in the 
wider townscape. 

3. Simplify the existing junction arrangement and form new junction 
arrangement to open up the Hillside Farm site.

4. Create stronger connections for active travel to the town centre.

5. Tie into local walking route / scenic path network

6. Existing tree line forms soft boundary to the settlement.

7. Substantial heritage trees could be retained.

8. Large site opportunity to work with site topography to create 
different character areas and accommodate a variety of different 
housing tenures. Roads to follow countours. 

9. Sloping site provides long views out towards landscape in north.

10. Opportunity to create an active travel gateway close to town 
and working with and between the existing heritage trees.

11. Access Road North of Conval Street is adopted to the South 
West corner of the Site. 

12. Options for integrating a bus stop into the junctions 
reconfiguration. 

13. Secondary Access from Hill Street.

14. Swales and rain gardens into SUDs for water management

Site Opportunities

5

Tree Edge to Dufftown

Water

Mixed Native Hedge 

Fence Boundary

Junction Corner

Trees 

Active Travel Connections

Connections to Path Network

Views

Potential ecology offsets 

Green edges
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Scan for feedback 
survey

1. Opportunity to establish the historic tree-line as the 
settlement edge. 

2. Re-establish ‘Market Green’ as a positive gateway space in 
the wider townscape. 

3. Simplify the existing junction arrangement and form new 
junction to open up the Hillside Farm site.

4. Create stronger connections for active travel to the town 
centre.

5. Tie into local walking route / scenic path network

6. Existing tree line forms soft boundary to the settlement.

7. Substantial heritage trees could be retained.

8. Opportunity to work with site topography to create different 
character areas and accommodate a variety of different 
housing tenures. Roads to follow countours. 

9. Sloping site provides long views out towards landscape in 
north.

10. Opportunity to create an active travel gateway close to  
      town and working with and between the existing heritage  
      trees.

11. Access Road North of Conval Street is adopted to the   
      South West corner of the Site. 

12. Secondary pedestrian access from Hill Street.

13. Swales and rain gardens into SUDs for water management

Site Opportunities

1. Existing Dufftown entrance sign at the settlement edge 
location doesn’t provide a strong sense of arrival to 
town.

2. Historic town edge at tree-line around historic Market 
Green.

3. Complex existing junction arrangement unsuitable for 
new development with poor visibility. 

4. Rear fences to existing properties create negative 
boundary.

5. Existing tree belt to western boundary should be 
retained.

6. Substantial heritage trees at town entrance.

7. Narrow unadopted farm track requires to be upgraded 
to formal road.

8. Private property boundaries in proximity to road, may 
prove challenging for road upgrading and widening. 

9. Substantial level change (c.20-30m) within site, falling 
towards the north.

10. Substantial level change across Market Green                                             
   restricting new site entrance. 

11. Existing water main to be diverted.

12. Sewer connection at Kinivie Court.

13. Stream and site low point (X). 

14.  Potenital environmental offsets 

Site Challenges 
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BE SUBMITTED BY THE CONTRACTOR TO THE EMPLOYER DEMONSTRATING THAT 
THEIR PROPOSAL HAS EQUAL OR HIGHER PERFORMANCE. ANY ALTERNATIVE 
PRODUCTS ARE SUBJECT TO DESIGN TEAM, BUILDING CONTROL, WARRANTY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER ACCEPTANCE. 

NOTES - 

ALL BUILDING WORKS TO COMPLY IN ALL RESPECTS TO CURRENT
BUILDING STANDARDS FOR COUNTRY IN WHICH SITE IS LOCATED.
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The layout accommodates around 100 homes; providing a mixture of houses, flats 
and bungalows.

1. Upgraded junction to Conval Street 
2. New town signage 
3. Path upgrades around market green 

connecting into core path network
4. Path connections to existing housing
5. Succession tree planting 
6. New greenspaces
7. Raingarden, swale and SUDs water 

management
8. Road surface upgrades
9. New play spaces
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Private gardens 

Public green lanes and greenspaces

Rough Grass parkland with wild planting 

SUDs

Shared Surface Block Paving Colour 1

Shared Surface Block Paving Colour 2

Tarmac Road

Footpath

Grasscrete Paving 

Formal play space 

New housing 

Existing trees 

New trees - native species varieties

Nature play equipment 

New Signage (town or viewpoint)

Communal waste points 

Allotment shed 

Benches

Mobility Hub Location
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l Cresent

Key

Lookout point with hill 
map 

Pond drainage feature
Possible Mobility 

Hub location

New path network

EV Chargers for visitors

‘Green Treebelt’ 
Greenspace with low 

Walkers picnic area

Connections to 
core path network

Pedestrian access to Hill Street 
(bollard access available)

‘Cottage Garden’ 
flower beds

Shared cottage green

Allotments

Path links to 
housing with play 

‘ Wetland’ Planted SUDs 
basins and boardwalk

Green tree ‘crosses’

Lanes with raingarden 
water management

Feature gateway  
landscaping 

Play Park

‘Ribbon Parkland’
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Team C.V. 

Derek Thomson 
Associate 
 
HNC Civil Engineering, TIStructE 

 

   

 

Bio 

Derek joined Narro’s northern office in 
2016. He is an experienced Senior 
Technician Engineer with over 25 years’ 
experience in the Consulting Engineering 
industry working on a wide variety of 
structural and civil engineering projects, 
regularly managing projects from 
inception to completion for clients ranging 
from private individuals to local 
authorities.  
 
He is focused on delivering a good service 
to clients with economical engineering 
solutions in timber, steel, masonry, and 
concrete.  He is always keen to provide 
engineering services to existing repeat 
contacts as well as developing business 
opportunities with new clients.  He 
regularly attends CPD events and 
undertakes self-directed research and 
study to broaden his knowledge base.  He 
is currently working towards Chartered 
Engineer status with the Institution of Civil 
Engineers through the Experiential 
Learning Route. 
 

Professional History 

Narro 

2016 – 2019 
 
2019 – 2021 
2021 -  

Senior Technician  
Engineer 
Section Leader 
Associate 

Fairhurst 

2004 – 16 Senior Technician 

Jacobs (Babtie Group) 
2000 – 04 Technician 

Babtie Group 

1996 – 2000 Trainee Technician 
 

 

Key Projects 

Tarbert Police Station, Isle of Harris  - The development of former Police Station Tarbert to 
housing units for Hebridean Housing Partnership (Stornoway). Demolition of existing building to 
make way for a flatted development new build housing. 
 
Poundland, Elgin  - The redevelopment of an existing retail unit which now has four new social 
housing units located above the retail space at first and second floor level.  The new building 
comprises of a steel frame with a traditional stone façade to the main elevations.  A further phase of 
approx. 14 additional social units is planned after the completion of phase 1. 
 

An Crùbh, Isle of Skye - New multifunctional building for the local community housing gathering 
space, post office, café bakery, shop & car parking. The building is primarily timber kit with discrete 
use of structural steel and a very high attention to detailing.  
 
Caledonian Canal Centre, Fort Augustus - Refurbishment of a commercial property in Fort 
Augustus to create the new Caledonian Canal Centre. The project involved structural alterations 
including floor strengthening as well as new side extension which provides access to the 
accommodation at first floor level. The building now houses a café, some retail, and an 
interpretation space. 
 

Housing Development, Inverairish, Raasay - Housing development of five new build houses for 
the rural community.  The site is in an area remote from the Scottish Water sewer network.  A 
private foul drainage scheme as designed to deal with the new housing, with a discharge to a nearby 
river. 
 

Corrieshalloch Gorge – The National Trust - New visitor centre, new path network, and 
repurposing the existing car park at Corrieshalloch Gorge – ongoing. 
 

KOSH Bonar Bridge - New home to the Kyle of Sutherland Hub, a charity which provides activities 
and events for the rural communities of the Kyle of Sutherland. 
 
Carse Hub, Inverness - New multi-use building utilising a disused industrial site in Inverness. 
Development includes new office/recreation building, canal side café and improved accessible canal 
path connections. 
  
Borodale House distillery, Raasay - Project which involved alterations to an existing building and 
a new build distillery and visitor centre. Complex geometry, a multitude of materials including steel, 
masonry, glulam, and gabion retaining walls and the integration of production services were the 
main challenges. 
 

The Highland Cinema, Fort William - Redevelopment of the existing disused cinema building and 
site in Fort William town centre to create a new two-screen cinema with large Café Bar area 
overlooking Cameron Square. 
 

The Dundreggan Rewilding Centre – Trees for Life 
The rewilding centre will provide educational and visitor facilities so that people can explore, enjoy, 
and learn about the forest restoration and rewilding taking place at Dundreggan, as well as the 
natural and Gaelic cultural heritage of the Scottish Highlands – ongoing. 
 
Fairburn Tower, Muir of Ord - The repair and refurbishment of this Category A-listed former 
tower house. Formerly a roofless and dilapidated ruin, the building is being rehabilitated using 
traditional materials and techniques as holiday accommodation by The Landmark Trust.  
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Senior Quantity Surveyor 
 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

 
Chartered Quantity Surveyor – MRICS 
(Qualified 2008 – No. 1244531) 
 

 

 Member Chartered Institute of Arbitrators – MCIArb 
(Qualified 2021 – No. 6085733) 
 
B.S.c (Hons.) Quantity Surveying, Robert Gordon University 
 
Final stages of final year of an MSc Construction Law & Arbitration 

 

   
 
PROFILE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danielle has 17 years Quantity Surveying experience and has acted as 
Quantity Surveyor on a variety of projects ranging from £50k to £33m. 
 
These include new-build construction, extension and alteration and 
refurbishment works to private housing (including luxury housing), social 
housing, schools, healthcare facilities, offices, industrial and residential 
premises. Additionally, she has acted as Employers Agent on several social 
housing developments in the North East of Scotland, acted as Quantity 
Surveyor and Contract Administrator on a renovation contract for a Housing 
Association, acted as Quantity Surveyor on a number of measured term 
maintenance contracts for the NHS, and undertaking insurance re-valuation 
services for a housing association. 
 

 

 
RELEVANT 
PROJECTS/CLIENTS: 
 

 
 Aberdeen City Council: 
 
 Kingswood Cottages – PQS for the construction of new build cottages 
 in Aberdeen 
 
 Grampian Housing Association Ltd.: 
 

Section 75 Social Housing Developments complete with associated 
external works – Acting as Employers Agent on the following 
developments: - 
 

 30No. houses comprising 4No. house types at Newtonhill, 
Aberdeenshire 

 37No. properties comprising 7No. types including flats, 
cottage flats, disabled access detached bungalows and 
detached and semi-detached houses house types at 
Forres, Moray (Phase 1) 

 43No. properties comprising 7No. types at Forres, Moray 
(Phase 2) – property types as Phase 1 above 

 25No. houses comprising 6No. house types at Elgin, Moray 
 
 Generally: Cost planning and production of bills of quantities for a 

number of new-build housing/ flatted developments throughout Scotland 
and in Jersey 
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Swales and drainage, open spaceMature green edge Streets away from cars

Albert Street - gable ends stepping along street, broken 
by dormers and chimneys

Streets terminating at prominet buildings / views

Making places and fostering encounters 

The Clocktower square - strong street corners

We want to ensure that new housing at Hillside Farm 
feels like Dufftown, by retaining the personality of 
existing streets and introducing new ideas to the 
area through the masterplan to provide flexibility for 
accomodating a varitey of house types for different 
people. 

Building proportions, building density, public space 
and materials will be carefully considered to ensure 
that the new housing contributes positively to the 
wider town. 

Albert Street - small front boundary walls, large 
rear gardens

Conval Street - space for people cars and 
bikes 

Key elevations and street corners 

Ferrier Road - streetfonts and lanes to 
housing on the hill 

Existing Street Qualities  

Old Mart - Smaller gardens building 
fronts to street

New Street Qualities  

Scan for feedback 
survey

What would be useful in a Dufftown Mobility hub?
A mobility hub is a recognisable place which offers different and connected transport 
modes supplemented with enhanced facilities and information features to both attract 
and benefit the traveller. A hub aims to locate public and shared mobility modes, eg 
bike, e-car, reduce reliance on private cars and improve the surrounding public realm, 
create clear travel signage and identifying features that make it accessible to all.  

Uses may include a shelter, an ebike stand, co-car, wifi, bike fixing station, parcel 
lockers, kisoks, water fountain, cafe, co-work space, place for a dial up bus. 

Space for a Mobility Hub? 

Pedestrian movement diagram

Shared Surfaces and Active Travel Routes

Stepped Lane 

Street spaces 

Key corners and elevations  

Key buildings 

Lanes; people, water management and 
biodiversity 

Water capture via raingardens and 
swales 

Walking, cycling, wheeling

Stepped lane - green blue infrastructure

Shared surface, parking and cars 

Safety and overlooking 

original graphic C
oM

oU
K

Play

West Midlands Cycle hire

Mineapolis bins, 
noticeboard, seating

Shelter

Hill Street Hill Street
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approx. 14 additional social units is planned after the completion of phase 1. 
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use of structural steel and a very high attention to detailing.  
 
Caledonian Canal Centre, Fort Augustus - Refurbishment of a commercial property in Fort 
Augustus to create the new Caledonian Canal Centre. The project involved structural alterations 
including floor strengthening as well as new side extension which provides access to the 
accommodation at first floor level. The building now houses a café, some retail, and an 
interpretation space. 
 

Housing Development, Inverairish, Raasay - Housing development of five new build houses for 
the rural community.  The site is in an area remote from the Scottish Water sewer network.  A 
private foul drainage scheme as designed to deal with the new housing, with a discharge to a nearby 
river. 
 

Corrieshalloch Gorge – The National Trust - New visitor centre, new path network, and 
repurposing the existing car park at Corrieshalloch Gorge – ongoing. 
 

KOSH Bonar Bridge - New home to the Kyle of Sutherland Hub, a charity which provides activities 
and events for the rural communities of the Kyle of Sutherland. 
 
Carse Hub, Inverness - New multi-use building utilising a disused industrial site in Inverness. 
Development includes new office/recreation building, canal side café and improved accessible canal 
path connections. 
  
Borodale House distillery, Raasay - Project which involved alterations to an existing building and 
a new build distillery and visitor centre. Complex geometry, a multitude of materials including steel, 
masonry, glulam, and gabion retaining walls and the integration of production services were the 
main challenges. 
 

The Highland Cinema, Fort William - Redevelopment of the existing disused cinema building and 
site in Fort William town centre to create a new two-screen cinema with large Café Bar area 
overlooking Cameron Square. 
 

The Dundreggan Rewilding Centre – Trees for Life 
The rewilding centre will provide educational and visitor facilities so that people can explore, enjoy, 
and learn about the forest restoration and rewilding taking place at Dundreggan, as well as the 
natural and Gaelic cultural heritage of the Scottish Highlands – ongoing. 
 
Fairburn Tower, Muir of Ord - The repair and refurbishment of this Category A-listed former 
tower house. Formerly a roofless and dilapidated ruin, the building is being rehabilitated using 
traditional materials and techniques as holiday accommodation by The Landmark Trust.  
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Existing materials in Dufftown Landscape and townscape colours 

Roof - Slate 

Cladding - Natural Timber

Rainwatergoods - Light grey metal

Doors - Accent Colour

Roof - Dark grey metal   

Cladding - Light grey or orange metal 

Rainwatergoods - Dark grey metal 

Doors - Accent Colour

Roof - Dark grey metal or slate

Cladding - Light grey metal or timber 

Rainwatergoods - Light grey metal 

Doors - Accent Colour

Landscape and townscape colours 

Character Zone 1 - The Western Edge 

Viewed through the trees the natural materials integrate with the woodland edge.
The homes step down the hill and provide a green outlook. Large windows provide 
natural surveilance over the shared park space and bright doors face the lane. 

Character Zone 2 - Grid Core

Here venacular materials are used in a formal setting. Corrogated or zinc metal 
forms a crisp outline and the street looks like a single metal wrap with gables and 
entrances picked out in familiar accent colours. 

Character Zone 3 - Connecting East

The avenue and greenspace knits Hillside to wider Dufftown. Materials are 
combined sharing characteristics with Character areas 1&2 providing the main 
corner and entrance into each street. Combined materials reflect the housing 
opposite. 

Character Areas Key 

1 2 3

Scan for feedback 
survey

Landscape Material Palette

Stone Render Slate Metal cladding Timber

Sets and paving Fencing and gabions  Native Tress Beach hedging Wildflower swales

Athron Hill - Fraser 
Livingston Architects

Breanish - Dualchas 
Architects

Lochshore Park Hub - 
Collective Architecture 

Larick Centre - Collective 
Architecture 

An Office - Loader 
Montieth

Bru 1.25 - SoHo Architektur
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08 P R O J E C T  T I M E L I N E 

9th August - Community Event 01
Introducing the Project

This event gave an opportunity 
to ask questions about the 
Hillside Farm Housing strategy 
project and learn more about 
the design process. 

Feedback surveys open for 
2 weeks after Event 01

The second event will focus on 
the developed proposal for the 
site and character principles for 
housing. 

Feedback surveys will by 
open for 2 weeks until the 
20th December.

Feedback welcomed through 
a formal 8 week consultation 
period led by Moray Council.
http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_
standard/page_150071.html

early December - Community Event 02
Developed Proposals for Hillside Farm 
Masterplan

March 2024 
Submission of a Draft Masterplan to 
Planning Committee 

A feedback survey is available at the QR Code 

along with a copy of the information boards: 

Future Phase 1 Scan for feedback survey

It is the ambition of DDCA to develop 20 new homes as part of a first phase on 
the Hillside farm site. These will look to be a mix of types and tenures to meet 
an established local housing need. DDCA have produced a business case for this 
development and are working with CHT. Moray Council is also looking to develop 
and deliver homes as part of Phase 1 for local housing need. Combined, there will 
hopefully be a range of affordable, accessible and energy efficient homes at Hillside 
will hopefully be delivered for the community.

The diagram below indicates a proposed Phase 1 area to the South of the site.

Indicative Phase 1
Above - Raingarden, Sheffield - RFB 
Below - West Highland Way Milngavie 

Sponge Park, Manchester - BPD Clayfields - Mikhail RIches Above - Paseo de St Joan - Lola 
Domènech / Below - Langerak, 
Netherlands - Maccreanor Lavington

Above - Gistel - Witherford Whatson 
Mann / Below - Malings - Ash Sakula 
Architects

August 2024 
Submission of final Masterplan to 
Planning and Regulatory Services 
Commitee   

‘The RIBA Plan of Work Organises the 
process of briefing, designing, delivering 
maintaining operating and using a building 
in eight stages. It is a framework for all 
disciplines on construction projects and 
should be used solely as guidance for the 
preparation of detailed professional services 
and building contracts.’ - RIBA.com
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HILLSIDE FARM, DUFFTOWN 09 F A Q s  | FREQUENTLY ASKED 
        QUESTIONS

Why is this important?
Feedback from the community has shown that the limited availability of good quality 
affordable and secure accommodation is limiting families’ ability to move to or remain in the 
community, existing businesses to grow and new businesses to start up. For the community 
to revive, grow and attract new young, economically active residents and businesses this 
housing shortage needs to be addressed.

Why this site?
Due to the topography of the area and the town’s existing land use pattern there is very 
limited availability of land suitable for residential development. The Hillside Farm has been 
zoned in the Local Development Plan for housing and has been identified as suitable for 
community-led and social housing.

Who will build the houses and for whom?
It is proposed that mixed tenure community-led homes will be developed by Dufftown and 
District Community Association in partnership with Moray Council, who will also provide a 
further 20 homes for social rent. The community-led homes will include a mix of affordable 
housing tenures including social rent equivalent and discounted sales. The latter will be 
protected as affordable with the Rural Housing Burden and all community-led properties will
be controlled by Dufftown and District Community Association on behalf of the community.
It is anticipated that the remaining parts of the site will be developed for private, owner-
occupancy housing by a developer.

How do I apply for a Council House or a DDCA Home?
Information on applying for a Council House and the Council’s Allocations Policy can be 
found at http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_40839.html
Contact DDCA for more information regarding future homes. 

Is there enough educational capacity for an increase in the town’s population? 
The pupils generated by this development are zoned to Mortlach Primary School and 
Speyside High School. The current physical capacity of Mortlach Primary School is 57% and 
Speyside High School is 72% and therefore can accommodate the additional pupils.

Is there enough healthcare capacity for an increase in the town’s population?
Developers will contribute towards expansion of healthcare in the town.

Is there enough utility capacity for the development?
There is currently insufficient capacity within the local wastewater treatment works to
accommodate foul water from the proposed development. An upgrade from Scottish Water 
would be needed. The project team are speaking to Scottish Water about the development. 

What will you do about green spaces?
Quality green space is just as important as the homes themselves, making the most of 
existing trees, green connections to the town and the sites’ views will be central to the design 
alongside introducing a new play space and park to the neighbourhood. 

What will the homes look like?
The homes are not yet designed. The focus of this Masterplan is to work out the site 
layout and design principles that subsequent developments will adhere too. Character and 
layoutare shown on the boardswhich reflect local charcateristics. We would like your feedback  
on the ideas suggested. 

Scan for feedback survey


