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6.4 Conclusions and Long Term Strategic Options 
The purpose of this study was to identify potential opportunities for development which 
would allow the expansion of Lossiemouth while retaining the existing character of the 
settlement and important qualities of its landscape setting.   
 
The study has concluded that Lossiemouth is located in a very distinctive setting, with part 
of the town raised on a ridge which emphasises the expansive and panoramic qualities of 
the level plain and sea which surrounds the settlement. This sense of openness and lack of 
features does leave parts of the town – particularly those which are low lying and do not 
benefit from the compensatory views – exposed and  with few natural features on which to 
build local identity.   
 

6.4.1 Major Landscape and Visual Constraints 
This study has focussed on landscape opportunities and constraints. The major constraints 
to development which would respect the existing character and setting of the town were 
therefore: 
 

• The woodland to the south east of the town, which not only provides 
shelter and a contrasting secluded setting for Seatown, but also provides 
a recognisable feature which contributes to the town’s identity 

• The barriers created by the sea to eth north and east, and the RAF 
airbase and golf course to the west, which limited possible expansion 
sites to the south only 

 
6.4.2 Major Landscape and Visual Opportunities 

One site has been identified which has the potential to expand the settlement and still 
maintain the landscape character, scenic quality and visual attributes of Lossiemouth and its 
setting. Some mitigation would be required as part of any future development and this  is 
further developed in the accompanying section on Landscape Enhancement. The major 
opportunity for development is therefore:  
 

• Expansion within contained fields to the south west of the settlement 

 
6.4.3 Long Term Options for Settlement Expansion 

No major options for long term significant expansion were identified in the course of 
undertaking this study, however there is a modest opportunity for further expansion of the 
settlement within the open space located in the woodland opposite Sunbank Park.  
  
 










