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9.2 Forres West: Landscape Opportunities and Constraints

9.2.1 Preferred Opportunities for Development
Opportunities to expand the settlement within the Complex Landform character type are
limited to the low lying land which is contained by higher ridges. Development should avoid
steeper slopes which would reinforce the edge of the settlement and could be planted to
maintain the wooded and enclosed character of this part of the town.

Opportunities to develop land across the Level Plain are likely to be severely constrained
by potential flooding. Otherwise, this area provides a good opportunity for well designed
development which could enhance the existing immediate setting of the town.

Some opportunities to build within the Pilmuir area could also be used to provide a more
coherent settlement edge, however these areas may also be subject to flooding in the
future.

9.2.2 Long Term Options
Long term options should probably aim to avoid settlement expansion in areas subject to
flooding, but opportunities for landscape enhancement across the flood plain should be
identified.
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features with which to define settlement edge
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9.3
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Forres West: Development Site Recommendations

Development bids within the more low lying land in the Complex Landform are considered
appropriate in landscape and visual terms. Some areas should not be developed until
planting has been established on higher ground, to reinforce visual containment and provide

shelter and a setting for development.

Development bids within the Level Plain, including those at Pilmuir, are also considered
appropriate in landscape and visual terms, and indeed offer a good opportunity to enhance
the settlement character and its immediate setting. However, it is noted that much of this
area is subject to flooding and therefore it may be more appropriate to tie in landscape

enhancement measures with a flood management scheme.
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