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The Potential Effects of Built Development on Landscape Character: Keith South West
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Keith South West: Landscape Opportunities and Constraints

Preferred Opportunities for Development

Opportunities to expand the settlement of Keith along the elevated ridges are limited by the
orientation of the slopes away from the existing settlement. Some of the slopes are also
exposed and steep, and the settlement is still — tenuously — contained by the highest
summits, which at present help reinforce the relationship between the built development and
the elevated, largely northerly orientated slopes.

There are some modest opportunities for development on relatively contained pieces of land
which have good physical connections to the existing settlement, but they relate to releasing
land which is currently used for recreation purposes. These opportunities should only be
considered if alternative sites of equivalent or better quality for recreation can be identified,
and are not preferred sites for immediate development.

Opportunities to extend the settlement along the river valleys are severely constrained from
a landscape and visual perspective, as their enclosed but relatively dramatic character,
including the sense of naturalness created by the dominating presence of the rivers, and
their value as a major informal recreation resource for the town, would all be compromised

by development.

At the request of the Council, careful consideration was given to the appropriateness of this
study area to high quality business use developments. Such buildings, if well designed and
sited within generous landscaped grounds may be appropriate as ‘gateway’ buildings to the

town.

The very edge of the settlement at the A96 is too detached from the town to be appropriate
for residential use, and dense small scale development would be inappropriate. However,
a prestigious building with well designed associated landscape works may well be
appropriate on either or both sides of the A96, with the proviso that they are set in wooded
landscape grounds which reflects the mature broadleaved woodland characteristic of the

area.

Locating the larger building along the base of the river valleys, within wooded settings,
follows the existing pattern of distilleries and other buildings being located within the town in
similar settings, a pattern which with advance planting could be extended for quality
business development along the Denwell road.

Long Term Options
No long term options for settlement expansion were identified within this study area.
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Keith South West

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS
Scale 1:10 000

Landscape Opportunities for Development

|:] Any opportunities for development are limited
to contained and sheltered sites which are well
related to the existing settlement but are already
occupied by recreational facilities. Nevertheless,
they are identified in case alternative sites for
the recreational facilities can be identified.

Landscape Constraints on Development

|:| Development here is constrained by the
orientation of these slopes way from the
settlement.

Settlement expansion would also spill over the
brows of the ridges, breaching the high points
and extending the settlement away from its
existing orientation

Some slopes are also very steep and would
require considerable earthmoving to
accommodate development

Development here is constrained by the enclosed
and relatively dramatic character. Development
in these river valleys would break with the
characteristic and distinct relationship between
residential settlement and elevated landforms.

The steep slopes would require considerable
earthmoving to accommodate development

Other Opportunities

. These locations offer some potential for high
quality business use development.While the sites
are inapropriate for housing due to their
detachment from the town, this constraint is less
relevant for locating a business use site. Any
such development would require to be a high
quality building established within generous
landscaped grounds, reflecting the sensitivity and
status of the location as a gateway to Keith
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Keith South West: Development Site Recommendations

There are significant landscape and visual constraints on the development bids located
within this study area, although three small sites were indicated as having potential for high
quality business development sites within generous wooded settings.
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