ADVOCACY 

(ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR LEARNING) GRAMPIAN

MANY CHILDREN NEED EXTRA SUPPORT AT SCHOOL 

But many parents, carers and young people don’t know how to go about accessing this support.

Advocacy (Additional Support for Learning) Grampian has been set up by Children in Scotland in response to new legislation that has been passed by the Scottish Parliament, called the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004.  It is a pilot project and aims to help people understand their rights under the new Act, to empower them to access the help and support that their child may require and to improve communication between them and those involved in their child’s education.

The Service can provide advocacy for parents and carers of children who require additional support for learning, as well as for young people themselves who feel they would benefit from having an advocate. 

WHAT DOES AN ADVOCATE DO?

An advocate:

· Provides relevant information to allow people to make informed choices

· Is a voice for people if they find speaking up difficult

· Acts only on clients’ wishes

· Supports people to access their rights

· Supports people to prepare for, attend and reflect on meetings

· Helps improve communication between people and the professionals involved in their situation

· Provides a completely independent service

· Provides a free and confidential service – advocates do not speak to anyone about clients without first asking their permission 

HOW DO PEOPLE GET AN ADVOCATE?

Advocacy (Additional Support for Learning) Grampian can take referrals from parents/carers or young people themselves, but also from teachers, social workers or any other professionals or organisations.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE?

We recruit and train volunteers from throughout Grampian (Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Moray) and provide ongoing support and training.

CONTACT DETAILS:  For more information, to request a volunteer pack or to make a referral contact the Advocacy Co-ordinator, Advocacy (Additional Support for Learning) Grampian, Office 17, Aberdeen Business Centre, Willowbank Road, Aberdeen AB11 6YG 

Tel: 01224 332304 E-mail: lpaterson@childreninscotland.org.uk 

