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REPORT TO: ENYIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ON
15 NOVEMBER 2000
SUBJECT: KEITH BYPASS
BY: DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
1. Reason for Report
1.1 The Committee is asked to consider the latest information received from the Scottish
Executive on the Keith Bypass.
2. Background

2.1 Following the 1997 moratorium on trunk road schemes, the Scottish Executive published
its proposals for future trunk road improvements in November 1999 in the document
titled “Travel Choices for Scotland: Strategic Roads Review”.

This document identified that over the next three years only five schemes in Scotland
would proceed to construction, the only one in this area being the A96 Fochabers-
Mosstodloch Bypass.
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The document also reported that the Keith Bypass had insufficient benefits to justify
proceeding any further due to financial and environmental costs. The Executive did,
however, recognise the difficulties experienced by members of the community wishing to
cross the trunk road and did agree to look into promoting a traffic calming scheme to
reduce excessive vehicle speeds and provide priority for pedestrians on the A96 through
Keith.

23 Cormrespondence was received from the Scottish Executive last month formally
confirming the above statcments and also advising the Council that the draft Orders
published in 1992 which were subject to a public local enquiry in May 1993, should be
regarded as being withdrawn.  The draft Orders relate to the A96 Trunk Road (Keith
Bypass) Order and the A96 Trunk Road (Keith Bypass) (Side Roads) Order.

24 This statement has the effect of leaving Keith now with no bypass line.
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3. The Proposals

31 Members are asked to note the terms of this latest correspondence from the Scottish
Executive and to consider the response from the Council.

3.2  Members should also note that the Trunk Road Management Agent has advised the Head
of Direct Services that the traffic calming proposals on the A96 through Keith, which
were the subject of local consultation earlier this year, have been subject to tender and a
commencement date is currently awaited from the Scottish Executive. It is probable
that a start will be made before the end of the current calendar year.

4, Financial, Staffing and Environmental Implications

4.1  There are no financial, staffing or environmental implications as a result of this report.
42  The traffic calming proposals with enhanced pedestrian crossing opportunities will

improve the physical environment for pedestrian movements in Keith where residential
areas and comimercial or other facilities are bisected by the trunk road.

5. Consultations

5.1 Councillors Watt, Gom and Paul, as local Members, have been provided with a copy of
the correspondence received from the Scottish Executive.

52  The Head of Development Services and the Principal Solicitor (Commercial and
Conveyancing) have been consulted and their comments included in this report.

6. Recommendations

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of the correspondence
from the Scottish Executive and consider the terms of the reply to be sent.

Author of Report: Head of Direct Services
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Ref* AR/PA/R/21/A96/51

Signature: < .. -7}

Designation: Director of Environmental Services Name: Robert A Stewart



826

17. CAPITAL PLAN 2000/2001: ADVANCED ROADS PROJECTS

There was submitted a Report by the Director of Environmental Services asking the Committee to note the
details of the advanced road projects as a result of the current slippage in the Capital programme.

Following consideration the Comunittee agreed to note the details of the schemes advanced as identified in the
Appendix to the report.

18. FLOOD PREVENTION MAINTENANCE WORKS — UPDATE
There was submitted a Report by the Director of Environmental Services asking the Committee to note the
progress being made on the scheme of additional maintenance works for flood prevention approved for the
current financial year. The Committee also noted an oral report by the Head of Direct Services advising the
Committee of a letter received from, and his response to, Mrs Margaret Ewing, MSP in regard to questions
which have been raised in the Scottish Parliament in relation to the recent flocding.
Following consideration the Committee agreed to: -

(i) note the progress being made in respect of the maintenance works;

(i) note that the first news sheet will be produced following this report and will include details of the
outcome of the tendering process for the major flood alleviation consultancy appointments;

(iii) the Head of Direct Services circulating to all Members a copy of a letier from Mrs Margaret Ewing
MSP and his response to the letter in regard to questions raised in the Scottish Parliament; and

(iv) the Council’s views being expressed to COSLA that 100% funding from the Belwin Fund shonld be
granted to Local Authorities in Scotland as is to be the case in England.

19. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING HYTHEHILL, LOSSIEMOUTH -
There was submitted a Report by the Director of Environmental Services asking the Committee to consider
renaming the road currently known as Hythehill, Lossiemouth to St. Margaret's Crescent which had been

recommended by the Local Member.

Following consideration the Committee approved St Margaret’s Crescent as the replacement name for the road
currently known as Hythehill in Lossiemouth.

20. KEITH BYPASS

There was submitied a Report by the Director of Environmental Services asking the Committee to consider the
latest information received from the Scottish Executive on the Keith By-Pass.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:-
i) note the contents of the correspondence from the Scottish Executive; and

(ii} the Scottish Executive being advised, in the strongest possible terms, that the view of the Council is
that the Keith Bypass line must be retained.

21, STAFF RESOURCES
There was submitted a Report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking the Committee's approval for
short term measures to overcome staft resource shortfalls over the forthcoming three months and development
of a strategy for longer term resource levelling,

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:-

)] approve seconding additional resources to the Direct Services Consultancy to cover the short-term
resource shortfall; and
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