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This Handbook has been prepared by the Head Teacher and staff and 

follows guidelines set out by The Moray Council 

The information contained within this Handbook is correct at the time of 

publication, and is updated annually. 
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The Moray Council has produced a "Notes for Parents and Carers" booklet, 

which is designed to provide basic information about the education system in 

Moray and also detail specific areas of government legislation which may relate 

to your child's experience at school.  This booklet is available from the school, 

from Educational Services, or the Moray Council Internet site 

http:www.moray.gov.uk/moray standard/page 47236.html 

This booklet is also available in other languages 



 3 

The School Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

                            

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Mosstowie all staff place an emphasis in providing a happy, caring and 

productive atmosphere in which pupils learn in a meaningful way. 

 

 

The emerging “Curriculum for Excellence” approaches “How” we teach 

placing equal emphasis on the “How” and “What” 

 

 

“How” we provide the curriculum is pertinent to subject areas and 

individual children’s needs and varies for lessons. 

 

 

The “How” is underpinned by the 5-14 curriculum documentation and 

guidelines. 
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Language  

Particular attention will be paid to the development of the skills required 

to bring each child to full potential in all language arts. 

The school follows guidelines set out in the S.E.E.D. 5-14 documents and 

supports this with our main scheme – Nelson Language. 

This covers the teaching of language skills, the development of these 

skills and the rules and uses of Grammar.  The scheme is supplemented by 

Nelson Spelling and Nelson Handwriting schemes.  This ensures continuity 

and aids progression throughout all stages in school. 

Within the language programme, there are the following teaching and 

learning areas. 

 

Written Language 
Every opportunity is taken from the earliest stages to make writing tasks 

enjoyable, meaningful and challenging.  Involvement in a wide range of 

writing and other language activities provides the opportunity for the 

development of styles, vocabulary, spelling and grammatical usage. 

 

We teach our pupils to write in a variety of ways for different purposes 

e.g. in letterform, as a report, from personal experience and by using 

their imagination.  Whenever possible these are linked to a "real" 

situation for the children. 

Handwriting 

Initially the pupils write each letter separately, and by P2 joined script is 

introduced in the Nelson style.  This is carefully monitored to allow each 

child to develop an attractive, legible and mature writing styles. 

Neat tidy and well-formed handwriting is positively encouraged 

throughout the school. 

Listening and Talking 

Children enter school at different stages of development and maturity.  

At the early stages in P1 the teacher provides structural play and 

activities which help to increase children’s vocabulary and awareness of 

language. 

All classes are beginning to use "Moving Image Education" resources, for 

this aspect of learning and teaching. 
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Pupils will experience listening to the teacher telling or reading stories, as 

well as listening to tape stories.  They are encouraged to follow the story,  

to discuss it and they may be asked to complete an assignment 

afterwards.  Listening will also be developed through nursery rhymes, 

poetry, and music and listening to everyday sounds of their environment.  

Listening skills are promoted in all stages of the school by means of 

structured activities and by good example. 

 

“Talk Spots” are weekly sessions when the pupils from P3 upwards 

prepare at home and present a “talk” to their peers in class.  They are 

allowed to bring in something to talk about following consultation with the 

class teachers.  They are expected to prepare notes and be able to 

answer the questions as raised by the others. 

 

As the children progress in school, so their listening and talking activities 

become more complex, as will the materials and equipment which will be 

used by pupils. 

 

We encourage our children to listen to others and give due respect to 

opinions expressed by others.  We engage our pupils in debate and 

argument that is relevant to the subject of discussion. 

 

We also believe it is very important that we listen to the children and 

value contributions made by them. 

 

Reading 

Reading skills are developed in the Infant Department by the use of the 

Jolly Phonics Oxford Reading Tree Scheme, which is reinforced by other 

suitable material, including workbooks.  In the middle stages of the 

school, Literacy Link Readers are introduced which comprise small novels, 

plays and anthologies of poetry, non fiction work. 

Novels form a large part of upper primary pupils reading curriculum. 

 

At all stages of reading a pupils progress is carefully monitored.  Children 

are encouraged to read for pleasure and every effort is made to ensure 

that reading material is suited to interest and ability. 

 

The skills of reading and interpretation are developed gradually as 

reading with understanding is taught and encouraged from the earliest 

stages. 
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The children are encouraged to use talking, reading and writing skills in 

other curricular areas such as Environmental Studies, Expressive Arts 

and Religious and Moral Education.  This may take the form of 

researching information and then producing written or spoken reports. 

 

A parent helper, issues library books weekly to the pupils. 

 

Foreign Language in the Primary School 

The children in the senior class are taught German by Mrs Marshall   Both 

teachers have completed the National Training which enables them to 

teach a modern language at primary level. 

  

They learn the basic words for everyday use and are taught to use these 

in simple classroom conversation.  They also take part in familiar games, 

learn songs, use dictionaries and complete exercises form software.  All 

these reinforce the teaching and learning which takes place.  German 

words and phrases are displayed in class. 

 

Mathematics 

Our maths scheme is Heinemann Maths.  The scheme is taught throughout 

the school and covers all areas as described in the S.E.E.D. 

5-14 Guidelines.  It forms our programme of work, allowing for 

progression in all strands of Mathematics and has Assessment procedures 

built in at each stage. 

 

It is very important that our pupils feel confident when using mental 

strategies, and we are currently implementing a programme whereby 

pupils are taught these strategies and how to apply them in their work.  

We also encourage the practice and learning Multiplication table s in 

school and as part of our Homework programme. 

 

At all stages great emphasis is laid on the use of concrete apparatus and 

active learning to give the pupil an understanding of the new concepts 

being taught. 

 

Every opportunity is taken to use the mathematics in other areas of the 

curriculum and to relate it to the child’s environment. 
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Expressive Arts 

Music: Art: Physical Education: Drama: 
These areas of the curriculum are supported and delivered by specialist 

teachers according to their timetable.  At all other times, the class 

teachers teach these subjects. 

Classroom theme and lesson plans incorporate the expertise and support 

of our specialists.  All classes in the school get P.E. Art and Music with 

the specialist teachers.  Parents are encouraged to support sporting 

activities helping with transport etc. 

 

Each class teacher has timetables periods in the school hall for Drama, 

Music and Movement, Dance and P.E. 

 

The 5 – 14 Guidelines are implemented with support of schemes of work 

purchased by the school and other resources such as P.E. equipment and 

musical instruments. 

 

Environmental Studies 

The study of the environment is carried out by means of project work and 

themes that are set out in a grid, covering all classes from P1 – P7 and 

incorporating the areas and strand of environmental studies.  These 

include history, geography, science, home economics and health education.  

Literacy and Numeracy "outcomes" are planned within our topic areas. 

 

The topics covered in the early years are based on the child’s experiences 

and knowledge of the immediate environment e.g. themselves, their play, 

their television programme, their home and their local area. 

In the upper stages, themes are intended to develop a wider knowledge of 

the world.   

Teachers may also use such excellent resources as television programme 

material supplied by National organisations e.g. The Police Box (Health 

and Safety), N.E.S.D.A., Shell, The National Coal Board and the BBC. 

 

The experience of the pupils is greatly enhanced by educational visits, to 

places of interest and from local experts.  Such visits have a meaningful 

educational purpose both during and in the follow-up work later. 

 

Our Visiting Specialist Teachers are fully involved in project work and 

work closely with our class teachers in planning and teaching. 
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Religious Education 

Development of Spiritual, Moral Social & Cultural Values 

At Mosstowie, in line with National aims and policies, we aim to give the 

children the opportunity to develop an understanding of Christianity and 

other World religions.  We will give them knowledge of how festivals are 

celebrated e.g. Easter, Harvest, Divwali, Passover and tell them stories 

from the Bible and other sacred writing.  The children will be taught 

about physical features of a church and other places of worship, and will 

learn respect for the traditions and customs of these places.  They will 

explore the importance of the church in the community. 

 

At all times the children are encouraged to be aware of self worth and to 

show concerns and care for others.  They take part in discussions about 

feelings and suffering experienced by them and others throughout the 

world and know that their opinions will be listened to and respected.  By 

doing this we aim to promote self-confidence and trust in others. 

 

The children receive their moral and religious education from the class 

teachers.  We have recently drawn up a programme of study at each 

stage to ensure progression and continuity.  Mrs Woods is our school 

minister. 

 

There are also weekly assemblies held when the pupils gather together 

for Bible stories, personal and social educational discussions and hymns.  

They are also encouraged to celebrate personal and school achievements. 

 

 
Religious Observance 
We have a weekly, school assembly at which a predominantly Christian 

Story is told and discussed.  Different moral/Historical/Biblical themes 

are followed during the session. 

Visitors are invited to speak on different aspects of society when 

relevant to our school situation. 

 

Special days/themes of Other World Religious are acknowledged, as 

appropriate, throughout the year.  

 

Parents have the right to request the withdrawal from religious 

observance by writing to the Headteacher. 
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Assessment 

On-going assessment of every pupil is vital to record progress and to 

determine the levels attained.  It is also used so that it may be passed on 

when a pupil transfers to another class or another school. 

Correction of pupils’ work is objective and diagnostic.  It is used to assess 

the knowledge gained, the skills acquired and the concepts learned.  On 

going formative assessment techniques used during lessons ensure pupils 

are following explanations. 

Self assessment and peer assessments are playing a greater role. 

National testing is part of the 5-14 Curriculum Development Programme 

introduced by the Scottish Executive Education Department, which all 

schools are expected to implement.  Testing takes place at 5 levels – A, B, 

C, D, E and F.   

 

When a teacher feels that a child has reached a level of attainment this 

is confirmed by using the assessments and the corresponding level is 

recorded. 

The S.E.E.D. expects that most pupils will achieve 

Level A     by the end of P3 or earlier. 

Level B     by the end of P4 or earlier. 

Level C     by the end of P6 or earlier. 

Level D     by the end of P7 or earlier. 

Level E/F by the end of S2. 

 

This is a guide only and pupils will progress through the levels at their 

individual pace. 

Additional Support for Learning 

The need for additional Learning Support is determined by on going 

classroom assessment and is given by our Support for Learning Teacher 

to any child who requires extra help.  This may be in the form of 

withdrawal to work on a one-to-one basis or, more often, team teaching 

with the class teacher.  If at any time we feel that the child requires the 

attentions of outside bodies such as physiotherapy etc. then they will be 

contacted by the school.  Parents will of course be advised and informed 

of any such need. 

 

On going dialogue with parents is very important, as is the need for an 

effective and supportive partnership between parents and staff. 

 

We have access to the School Psychology Services, the Early Years 

Language Personnel and SALT(Speech and Language Therapy). 
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Personal and Social Development 

This is a fundamental part of the pupils’ education.  This aspect of the 

children’s development is relevant across all areas of the curriculum and 

one that is closely monitored by staff.  WE aim to help our children 

develop self-awareness and self-esteem, become confident at dealing 

with various issues and build positive relationships. 

 

Particular note will be taken of the child’s progress in:- 

1. Emotional stability 

2. Social adjustment (ability to mix at work and play) 

3. Mental maturity 

4. Vision and Hearing 

5. Speech – fluency, expression and growth of vocabulary 

6. Concentration and attitude to work 

7. General knowledge development 

8. General behaviour, including respect for school property and 

buildings 

9. Relationships with others 

10. Self-confidence and self-awareness in general 

 

Homework 

Homework is set in order to consolidate the learning and teaching which 

takes place in the classrooms.  It must therefore be meaningful and 

appropriate, within the capabilities of the pupil and take only a reasonable 

time to complete.  Homework is regarded as an integral part of a pupil’s 

development and learning. 

 

In the earlier years, reading will play an important part in homework.  

Gradually homework will be used by teachers, to consolidate all 

schoolwork. 

 

In later years, reading spelling and maths tasks form a large part of the 

homework set.   

 

We feel that it is very important that parents are aware of homework 

procedures and that they are actively involved in their child’s homework 

programme. 
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Pupil Use of Internet and E-mail 
Moray school networks are provided for pupils to do school-related work, 

including research and communication with others.  For Internet access, 

parental permission is required. 
 

School Improvement Plan 

Each year the staff work together during In-Service Days to decide upon 

and then to implement, the improvements required for the school and the 

pupils.  This is known as The School Improvement Plan, and action plans 

arising from it may take anything from a couple of days to a year or more 

to implement. 

 

The Improvement Plan is discussed and prioritised by the Headteacher 

and the staff.  A summary of the plan will be issued to all parents. 

 

The Improvement plan is monitored and supported by Quality 

Improvement Officers who visit the school to evaluate and support the 

plans as drawn up by the school staff. 

 

 

 

 
 


