Environment & Resources ; NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

POLICY E9: SETTLEMENT BOUNDARIES

Settlement Boundaries are drawn around each of the towns, villages and rural communities
representing the limit to which these settlements can expand during the Local Plan period.
Development proposals immediately outwith the boundaries of these settlements will not be
acceptable, unless the proposal is a designated "LONG" term development site which is being
released for development under the terms of policy H2.

JUSTIFICATION:

Settlement boundaries are defined on the Proposals Maps for the purpose of guiding
development to the towns and villages preventing ribbon development and maintaining a clear
distinction between the built up area and the countryside.

CONFORMS TO:
N/A

POLICY CROSS REFERENCE/ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
Policy H2: Indicative Long Term Housing Allocations.

POLICY E10: COUNTRYSIDE AROUND TOWNS

Development proposals within the Countryside Around Towns (CATs) areas identified around
Elgin, Forres, Buckie, Keith and Lossiemouth will be refused unless it:

a. involves the rehabilitation, conversion, limited extension, replacement or change of use of
existing buildings, or

b. is necessary for the purposes of agriculture, forestry, low intensity recreational use or
specifically allowed under the terms of other Local Plan policies within these areas, or

c. is a designated "LONG" term housing allocation, released for development under the terms
of policy H2.

JUSTIFICATION:

The five main towns of Elgin, Forres, Buckie, Keith and Lossiemouth are subject to the highest
development pressures and CAT’s have been designated to prevent development sprawl into the
countryside. Only certain types of developments are appropriate within CAT’s to protect their
special character and preserve the distinction with the built up area.

CONFORMS TO:
N/A

POLICY CROSS REFERENCE/ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

Policy IMP1: Development Requirements.

Policy ER6 on Agriculture and Policy ER4 on Forestry Consultations.
Policy H2: Indicative Long Term Housing Allocations.
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