Public Inquiry for the Proposed Dorenell Wind Farm

INQUIRY STATEMENT 

For the
Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society (ScotWays)

1.   ScotWays has objected to the proposed Dorenell wind farm on the basis that this development will impinge on the historic rights of way crossing the site; that it will have serious adverse effects on public enjoyment of these ways and, more generally, on the enjoyment of public access rights under Part 1 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.

2.   In offering evidence at the Tourism and Recreation session of the inquiry we intend to:

· assess the recreational value of the setting to the development;

· describe the significance of the historic routes crossing and running close to the site and assess the effects of the development on them;

· comment on the effects of the development on the enjoyment of open-air recreation by the public, both for the site and its surrounds, and also for its wider setting; 

· make links between the enjoyment of open-air recreation and the tourism economy of the area; 

· refer to relevant policy support; and 

· specify any conditions that we think are needed for the recreational interest, should consent be forthcoming.

3.   We will support our case largely through our own assessment of the developer’s proposal, and on ScotWays’ own expertise in the enjoyment of open-air recreation and our knowledge of the area. However, we expect to refer to:

· a possible separate paper of our own (prepared on account of the limited allowable length of precognitions) to assess recreation-related issues set out in the ES and other papers from the appellant; possibly also a background paper to set the policy and statutory context for open-air recreation; and (if necessary) a paper to present any more detailed material in support of our case; 

· we may refer briefly to standard planning policy documents, both the plans and strategies locally of Moray Council and the Cairngorms National Park, possibly also Aberdeenshire and The Highland Council’s renewable energy strategy, and also national planning policy and guidance – all of which we assume will be documents listed by the local authority or the developer;

· we expect to refer to Part 1 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act, and policy statements made by Ministers during the passage of this legislation, also recreational policy statements issued by Scottish Natural Heritage;

· policy papers from SNH on local landscape designations and wild land; and

· we expect to refer to standard statistics for tourism and open-air recreation from SNH, VisitScotland and HIE, also national tourism policy.

We may also respond in writing to any relevant material subsequently produced by Infinergy.

4.   We expect to support the evidence on landscape impact to be given by other parties to the inquiry, especially the impacts on the Cairngorms National Park.

5.   I will appear for ScotWays.

John W Mackay

Vice chairman
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