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POLICY H8: NEW HOUSING IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE

This policy assumes against multiple house applications (more than 2) on the basis that these
are more appropriately directed to Rural Communities (H6) and applied to the Re-use and
Replacement of Existing Buildings (H7).

New dwellings in the open countryside will be acceptable subject to meeting the requirements
below:

a) Siting

o It does not detract from the character or setting of existing buildings , or their surrounding
area, when added to an existing grouping, or linear extension

e It is not overtly prominent (such as on a skyline or on artificially elevated ground; or in
open settings such as central areas of fields). Where an otherwise prominent site is offset
by natural backdrops, these will normally be acceptable in terms of this criterion.

® At least 50% of the site boundaries are long established and are capable of distinguishing
the site from surrounding land (for example, dykes, hedgerows, watercourses, woodlands,
tracks and roadways).

If the above criteria for the setting of the new house are met, the following design
requirements then apply:-

b) Design

* A roof pitch of betwaen 40-55 degrees.

¢ A gabie width of no more than 2.5 times the height of the wall from ground to =aves level
(see diagram 2);

* Uniform extemal finishes and materials including slate or dark “slate effect” roof files;

o A vertical emphasis and uniformity to all windows;

¢ Proposals must be accompanied by a plan showing 25% of the plot area to be planted with
native species trees, at teast 1.5m in height;

e Where there is an established character, or style, of boundary demarcation in the locality
(e.g. beech hedges, dry stone dykes) new boundaries must be sympathetic.

Exceptions to the above design requirements will only be justified on the basis of innovative
designs that respond to the setting of the house.

This policy will be supplemented by Guidance, which will be the subject of separate further
consultation, prior to incorporation of the Guidance into the process of determining planning
applications.

The Guidance will include advice on maximising energy efficiency.
Proposals falling within the aircraft noise contours, as published by the Ministry of Defence,

will be subject to consultations with MOD and consideration against policy EP7 regarding noise
pollution.



