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Section 9 - Precedents

Boulevards

Plumstead Road, Woolwich.  A generous paved space working effectively adjacent 
to a busy road

Middle Meadows Walk, Edinburgh.  A vibrant public space served by recent 
development

A boulevard can provide pleasant spaces along everday routes

Melville Drive, Edinburgh.  A busy traffic corridor next to a popular and pleasant 
green park

Maid Marion Way, Nottingham.  This inner-city ring road was redesigned to improve 
accessibility for pedestrians

Maid Marion Way, Nottingham.   Visual and physical links with 
side streets have been reconnected. 
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Civic Squares

San Giorgio Piacentino, Piazza Marconi.  Well proportioned squares become a focus for public life and encourage high footfall and a sense of welcome.  
Well designed places increase value.

New Street Square, London. 

Piazzo San Marco, Venice.  Squares aren’t always enclosed by buildings - here columns 
frame the view to the Grand Canal.

Cornate d’Adda, Milano.  Careful traffic management, good design and high quality 
materials mean vehicles can enter a civic square without compromising its sense of 
welcome and distinctiveness.
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Closes and Old Town Edge

Holyrood North, Edinburgh.  Distinctive and welcoming spaces have been created by acknowledging the existing urban grain and character.  New development is 
possible without compromising the old.

Kilmolymock Close, Elgin.  Existing courts 
provide a precedent and scale for new 
development along the closes.

Good quality signage announces the presence of 
activity within a close.

Jackson’s Entry, Holyrood North.  A good mix of uses: the 
Scottish Poetry Library and small and medium offices creates a 
diverse economy and an attractive environment to work.

Jackson’s Entry, Holyrood North.  Sensitive new development can highlight the character and distinctiveness 
of an existing place.

Typical Close, Elgin.  Development at the High Street Edge will create opportunities for 
small open spaces at the heart of closes.

Fishmarket Close, Edinburgh.  The form of new development can 
respond to level changes.
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Pavilions

The High Street Pavilion is proposed to act as a beacon for the future of 
Elgin.  It would exhibit Elgin - City For The Future to share ideas and galvanise 
interest and support.  It could host a range of activities and events in the 
High Street.  It would appeal to an international field as a design competition 
and could attract a financial sponsor from Elgin’s business community.  The 
images below show a range of examples, but the design would be site 
specific and unique to Elgin.

The local residents’ association took the initiative

of commissioning this design as an alternative to

the Council’s own mediocre proposal. An area of

triangular paving was reclaimed from the centre

of two diverging roads and furnished with benches

and trees. The plan of the building echoes the

triangular site with the lavatories at the wide end,

entered from either side via a lobby leading to the

disabled lavatory to one side, with the remainder

split into male and female by a central service

corridor. The plinth at the sharp end is partially

enclosed by glass to form the florist’s kiosk which

was added to the brief by the association.

Client: Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea

Above left: The local residents’
association not only added a clock to
the brief but paid for it as well. The
turquoise colour of the glazed bricks
was specially created

Above right: The geometry of a V-
section roof sitting on a triangular plan
means that the fan-ended canopy slopes
in false perspective down towards the
wide end.

Below: The life-size male and female
graphic figures are only visible when the
doors are open. They dance in reference
to the annual passing of the famous
Notting Hill Carnival

Public Lavatories
Westbourne Grove, London 

Project Title
Public Lavatories 

Address
238-247 Westbourne Grove,
London W11

Client
Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea

Local Authority
Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea

Content 
Male, female and disabled facilities
with attendant accommodation
Flower kiosk

Contract Value
£190,000

Completion Date
July 1993

Main Contractor
Mansell

Glazed bricks
Shaws of Darwen

Consultants
Structural
Dewhurst MacFarlane
Cost
David Orbell

Collaborating Architects
Guy Stansfeld 
Anita Sen


