



MINUTE OF MEETING OF

THE JOINT COMMUNITY COUNCILS OF MORAY

HELD ON THURSDAY 11th August 2011 at 7pm IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ELGIN
Present:

	Burghead & Cummingston C.C.
	Alastair Mackenzie 
Chris Tuke 

	Elgin C.C.
	Gordon Methven 
Alastair Kennedy (Chair)

	Dyke & Landward
	Karen Hamilton



	Findhorn & Kinloss C.C.
	Anne Skene


	Forres C.C.
	Bob Hellyer 
Colin Lipscomb 

	Innes
	Alan Bodman


	Lennox C.C.
	Donald Cameron 
Marc MacRae

	Lossiemouth CC
	Carolle Ralph


	Strathisla
	Ian Ross

Keith Comrie 


In Attendance:

Councillor Allan Wright, Councillor Graham Leadbitter, Ian Todd CSU Manager and Hilary Mott, (taking the Minutes)
1.
Welcome & Apologies:

Apologies were received from Margo Howe, Les Morgan, John Main and Tracey Rae.
Alastair welcomed everyone to the meeting including Ian Todd, Community Support Unit Manager.
PRESENTATION
Ian gave a brief outline about the forthcoming consultations regarding the Moray Economic Strategy and Elgin – City for the Future.  There will be 7 public meetings at various locations across Moray.  Ian was seeking support from the Community Councils at the meetings.  The Community Engagement Group is working with the Community Support Unit and together they are looking for input from the local communities at the consultation meetings.
2.
Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record.
3.
Matters Arising
Licensing Forum
It was reported that Helen McIntosh is currently unwell and had not taken over duties regarding the Licensing Forum as yet.
Broadband Issues
Super fast broad band should be available in Forres by next year with superfast broad band across Moray following thereafter.
4.
Reports
Community Planning Update
Talks had been held between Councillor Wright, The Convener and Roddy Burns and it was felt that there was a broader role for the JCC within Community Planning.   Alastair was looking at how Community Councils can have more influence and feed in better to the Community Planning system.  
Ian Todd agreed ther could be support for the JCC from the CSU.

ASCC Report
There had been a press release announcing the closure of the ASCC.  The Scottish Government Grant had been reduced and it was then felt that with insufficient funding it would close.  The ASCC would still provide insurance cover until the end of the financial year.  It was felt that perhaps there could be a bigger role for overarching bodies like the JCC and local Community Councils.  The Scottish Government still supports Community Councils.
CCLO Report

Tracey Rae was not present due to illness. 

A report from Andy Duff/Elaine Penny regarding the Strathisla – Mulben bends explained why there would be no barrier fitted as it did not fit the criteria, would be impossible to install and there had been no reported accidents.

Tracey had also sent apologies regarding the backlog of minutes for the web site but this was due to IT problems. However it was hoped they would be uploaded soon.  She was delighted to announce the 2012 CCLO Conference had been secured for Moray.

Treasurers Report

The current balance is £300.00.  From last month the Bank of Scotland has stopped paying interest on Treasurer`s Accounts.  Credit Unions could be looked into as an alternative and Colin would report back.
5.
Information Sharing Session

Burghead & Cummingston

No specific issues meantime.

Dyke & Landward
Funds had been inherited from the previous Community Council and the decision was made to donate some monies to the local Primary School and the village hall making the balance more reasonable.  With regard to the speed limit in Brodie, issues with BEAR Scotland were being looked at.  The problem with parked cars and tractors in Dyke had been set aside for now. However, Richard Lochhead has looked at the situation and they felt their voice was being heard.
Findhorn & Kinloss

RAF Kinloss ceased operations on 31st July 2011.  The UK Government plan for the army to move in around 2014/2015 with approximately 1200 personnel.  There is no more information at present.  There is a Community Trust proposed for the area and for which Findhorn and Kinloss had attended a meeting in Forres Academy.
Innes

The Community Watch was up and running.  Meetings were planned to get more feedback regarding wind farms.  

There remained issues in Innes regarding the weekly Planning Applications list and the amount of other local groups receiving the list.  It was felt that on occasions the Community Council was by-passed or left out of the loop in favour of other unelected groups. Councillor Wright advised that he would meet with planning and discuss these issues. Councillor Leadbitter advised that although Community Councils had a statutory entitlement to the weekly lists, this did not mean that others parties could not also be in receipt of them. There were also questions regarding forums and the need for changes to the CP structure.
Lennox

Things are quite at the moment.  Clochan Community Hall is in a state of disrepair as is The Institute in Fochabers.  A member from Portgordon has resigned but there was another person ready to join.  With regard to the current road works, construction traffic was a problem but Transport Scotland reported that traffic-calming measures will be in place soon.  Lennox members were happy with the progress.
Forres

With regard to the “Welcome to Forres” signs, a photo of the town crest was required by BEAR Scotland for the signs.  The crest is owned by the Community Council and the original has now been found in the museum.  A high resolution photo has since been sent to BEAR.  The Continental Market had unfortunately been rained off.  With regard to the Continental Market, there were concerns that current rules regarding the market were not being used, it was in the wrong location and the public were not kept informed.

Elgin

Disabled parking in Elgin was still an issue but the Community Council had been in discussions and felt satisfied that progress had been made towards suitable siting of disabled spaces.  Linkwood Residents Association had approached the Community Council for assistance with problems arising from their current maintenance agreement. The Community Council were looking at the possibility of organising a Community Fair in 2012.
Lossiemouth
Lossiemouth had been fortunate over the recent Defence Review.  With regard to the repairs to the 100 year old footbridge at East Beach, the CC was still trying, and access was needed for wheelchairs, buggies and people with disabilities.  There had been a lot of support for the recent beach clean-up. 

There was a possibility of the Community Centre becoming a trust.  There was to be a tourist leaflet initiative.  It was hoped that funding could be secured through the European Fishing Fund.

 
Strathisla

There had been two new members, but one resignation.

The flood prevention in Newmill was complete and it had been well tested the previous week due to heavy rainfall and found to be working well.

The bases were completed for the Drummuir Wind Farm with the turbines expected to arrive during the following week.  The agreed wind farm fund was expected to be over £70,000 per annum, increasing by 2% annually.  An elected group would decide on expenditure of the funding.


8.
AOCB

There had been an invitation to the launch of the Adult Protection Awareness campaign and the forthcoming new legislation for adult protection was discussed.
The cabinet meeting with the Scottish Executive planned for 7th September was not yet finalised.

9.
Date of next meeting
10th November 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chambers and Richard Lochhead will be invited.
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