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Please note that the DofE considers it unlikely that a variation request for numbers 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

9, 11, 15, 18 or 20 would ever be approved as these are standard to any DofE expedition. 
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How to apply for an Expedition section variation  
 

The expedition variations application form must be submitted at least 12 weeks before the 

planned expedition, after seeking advice from your Operating Authority (OA).  If the variation is 

for an overseas expedition then seek advice at the very earliest opportunity from your OA or the 

DofE Head Office.  DLCs should substitute ‘OA’ for their DofE Regional/Country office and send 

variation applications and queries direct to the DofE for approval.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team needs to apply for a variation to 

the 20 conditions. 

Fill out and send the Expedition variations application form.   

It can be downloaded from:  www.DofE.org/go/variations  

Variations to 14, 16 and 17  

at Br/Sil level: no need to fill in 

form but confirm with the 

team’s OA and Assessor in 

advance.  This also applies to 

carrying a day sack and 

prepositioning of equipment. 
(Refer to page 71 in The Handbook for 

DofE Leaders and page 108 in The 

DofE Expedition Guide). 

All Gold variations (except 14 

and 16 where no form is needed) 

and any variations to 1,10,12 

and 13, submit variations form to 

local DofE Regional Office and 

copy to OA  (NOA’s send form to 

DofE Head Office). 

 

Variations for Bronze 

and Silver expeditions; 

send variations form to 

OA, e.g. 2, 8 or 19. 

(NOAs send to Regional 

DofE Manager). 

Wait for 

feedback/decision 

 

Approved? 

 Yes 

 

Check the 

changes 

requested and 

send it in again. 
Wild country 

/overseas? 

 

No 

 

Yes 
 

Continue with expedition as 

planned and submit OA 

notification form with 

approved variation form. 

Complete Green or Blue 

form and submit with 

approved variation form. 

 

Submit appropriate 

expedition notification form 

to OA as normal. 

 

Discuss any intended variation with OA 

and gain initial approval. 

No 

 

http://www.dofe.org/go/variations

