54.2

543

54.4

54.5

5.4.6

54.7

54.8

5.5

5.6.1

5.6.2

deficiency in achieving a suitable and safe access to new
developments along these roads.

The provision of passing places on single track roads in the countryside
requires a strategic approach i.e. passing places which are
appropriately spaced and in locations which will provide benefit where
there is restricted forward visibility.

The location of proposed new developments that will be eligible for the
provision of a passing place/several passing places (based on scale of
development) are those which are adjacent to single track roads and
more than 500 metres from the junction with a S2 (single carriageway 2
lane) road. Eligible developments will be required to provide a
maximum of one new passing place on the single-track road per
dwelling.

The location of existing passing places on single track roads will be
taken into account when considering each development proposal.

If an applicant has land which can facilitate a passing place in a
strategic location then this method of delivering a passing place will be
considered. Any proposal for a passing place should be included in the
planning application, shown on the planning application drawings along
with evidence of control of the land. Delivery of the passing place
would be a condition of the development, prior to the commencement
of development. The passing place will form part of the adopted road
and will therefore require road construction consent.

From 1% June 2010, in the absence of a proposal for provision of a
passing place as part of a relevant planning application Moray Council
will seek a Developer Contribution from applicants in lieu of the
provision.

An assessment of the inter-visibility of passing places will be required
to confirm the location and number of passing places required between
the proposed development and the two-lane road.

The dimensions required for passing places are shown at Appendix C.

Visibility Splays

Due to the higher traffic speeds on unrestricted rural roads a significant
factor to consider is the provision of adequate visibility where an
access joins the public road network. The visibility splay is an essential
feature of the access and access lay-by provision.

Drivers emerging from the property, about to join the public road, must

have an unobstructed view to the left and right, across the verge and
land adjacent to the road, to see if there is any approaching traffic.
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5.6.3

5.6.4

5.6.5

5.6.6

5.6.7

5.6.8

The visibility splay also enables traffic on the public road to see all road
users leaving the property. The size of the visibility splay depends on
the speed limit or observed vehicle speeds on the public road. It is
necessary to consider the driver’s line of vision, in both the horizontal
and vertical planes, and the stopping distance of the vehicle. Where
the applicant does not provide observed vehicle speed data the speed
limit is used.

The distance along the public road, Y distance, is the distance the
driver needs to see along the road edge (see table below). This is
measured from the centre line of the access to the location on the road
of the approaching vehicle, which varies depending on the speed of
approaching traffic. The faster the approaching vehicles, the longer the
distance required to see and be seen.

The distance back from the public road, X distance, is shown in the
table below. The distance varies according to the number of dwellings.
The distance is taken from the edge of the carriageway back along the
centre line of the private access.

The visibility splay must be assessed between minimum driver's eye
line 1.05 metres above the road up to a height 2m above the road and
to an objective points at the end of the Y distance between 0.26m and
2m above the carriageway surface. The assessment must consider
obstructions to visibility within the visibility splay including the horizontal
and vertical topography in between i.e. hidden dips and crests along
the road between these points.

The following table shows the Y and X values based on speed limit
values.

Speed Limit 30 40 50 60
Y Distance (metres) 90 120 160 215
X Distance (metres) | Single dwelling = 2.4m; > 1 dwelling = 4.5m

The access, lay-by and visibility splay must be established before
building work commences, to ensure a safe access for builders and
tradesmen.

5.7 Providing and Maintaining Visibility Splays

5.7.1

When submitting a planning application it is necessary for the applicant
to demonstrate that they have, and can maintain control over the
visibility splay area. The applicant will have responsibility for the
maintenance of clear sight lines over the visibility splay area. If the
visibility splay area includes any neighbouring land then the applicant
will need to discuss this with the landowner and make arrangements to
satisfy the requirement to demonstrate adequate control.
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5.7.2

5.7.3

574

Applicants should give careful consideration to the Trees and
Development Supplementary Planning Guidance (published August
2008). Applicants should note that there is a presumption against the
felling/removal of trees purely to form an access/visibility. For the
avoidance of doubt the visibility splay is an essential feature required
for achieving the Moray Local Plan Policy T2 Provision of Road
Access.

http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray standard/page 1650.htmI#Trees and
Development

There may be circumstances when the developer wishes to locate the
private access on or near a bend in the road. The outside of a bend is
the safest option.

If there is no alternative arrangement other than to locate the access on
the inside of a bend, the applicant must be fully aware of the extent of
the area which will be affected by the visibility requirements which they
must demonstrate that they have, and can maintain control over, and
which must be kept free of obstructions such as buildings, trees and tall
shrubs. In these circumstances early consultation with Transportation
officers is recommended.

5.8 Parking and Turning of Vehicles

5.8.1

5.8.2

5.8.3

The provision of the minimum number of parking spaces within the
curtilage of the property, based on the number of bedrooms, is the
normal requirement for rural developments. The levels of parking
required are shown in the following table.

Dwelling Description Spaces
3 or fewer bedrooms 2
4 or more bedrooms 3

An equally important requirement is the provision of an adequate
turning area. Vehicles that enter the development must be able to turn
round out with designated parking spaces, and leave the site in forward
gear.

This requirement applies, whether you are developing a single house
site, or a site with several properties. Vehicles must not reverse out
onto the public road. Applicants should consider how materials such
as heating oil are delivered and for example place their fuel tank where
it can be accessed from the access lay-by. Where there is more than
one house this may not be a practical option, then sufficient turning
area would normally be required within the development site to enable
the delivery vehicle to turn round. Areas provided for turning are in
addition to those provided for parking.
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