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Development Strategy

Moray Structuse Plan

if) The second option to bring forward new settlements within Moray is not likely to be
Justified in terms of likely levels of demand with new facilities and services unlikely to be
provided timeously. A new settlement would have a substantial impact on Moray's
environment. This option is not considered realistic.

iii) The third option to promote extensive new development in the countryside outwith
settlements is inefficient in terms of service provision and in the use of transport energy.
{t is clear however that there is a demand for new housing in the countryside and this
could help to sustain rural services and facilities where provision is also made for the
growth of rural businesses. There is therefore a case to allow some development, of low
impact, in the open countryside.

The preferred strategic option for development is therefore Option 1, to focus new development
on existing settlements. Development should be related to the settlement hierarchy with Elgin
as the primary centre supported by the secondary centres of Buckie, Keith, Lossiemouth and
Forres. This is the most sustainable option as these towns contain the majority of the
poputation and are the focus of economic activity, services and the transport network. Qutwith
the primary and secondary centres opportunities will be provided for more local provision of
development land to meet local need and support services at an appropriate scale for the
settiement.

This option will also be supported by the scope to allow rural businesses and low impact
housing in the wider countryside.

Strategic Aims

To achieve the preferred strategic option the Plan must set the framework for development in
the light of the following aims:

i) maintain and grow the population,

i) promote economic opportunities and diversify the local economy.

ifi) spread the benefits of economic growth across the community.

iv) safeguard and enhance the environment and mitigate any impacts caused by new
development.

v} seek improved accessibility within and external to the area.

vi) allow sensitive small scale development in rural areas.

The Development Strategy

The aims can be translated into a single strategy that brings together the broad manner of its
implementation. The central pillar of the strategy is to promote economic growth whilst
safeguarding and enhancing the natural and built environment, and promoting overall
sustainability. The Strategy seeks to stem outmigration, attract in-migrants, build on a revised
and expanded business development portfolio, support local services and to offer improved
housing choice to stabilise population levels.




New housing developments in built-up areas must take account of sustainable flood
management issues and not impact on the floodplain's capacity to hold water or make flooding
worse elsewhere. They must also take account of sustainable urban drainage systems and energy
conservation principles.

SPP3 on 'Planning for Housing' acknowledges the role of development plans in maintaining the
viability of rural communities through supportive policies for new housing in the countryside.
The Structure Plan strategy recognises that in rural Moray the development of small scale
housing is essential in order to sustain communities both sociatly and economically. In much
of the rural area, communities require opportunities for employment and housing if they are to
survive. Those who are disadvantaged are particularly affected by the loss of community
services and facilities. A positive planning approach to sustain their viability is required.

The more disadvantaged parts of the rural area often coincide with the most scenic. Within
these areas a dispersed pattern of development is also a characteristic of their rurality. Siting
and design aimed at low impact should ensure that there is minimal conflict between
development and landscape quality.

Throughout the countryside it is essential that new development remains particularly sensitive
to areas of scenic and special scientific and nature conservation value.

In the rural areas there will be a presumption in favour of housebuilding:

i} within rural communities; or

i} where it involves the re-use, replacement or rehabilitation of existing buildings; both of
which comply with the Council's sustainable objectives; and

iii) only on well located and designed sites that have low environmental impact.

The main thrust of Government policy is to encourage the private sector to play the principal
role in satisfying housing requirements. It is important, however, that Councils and
Communities Scotland have sufficient resources to tackle the provision of houses for the special
needs and "affordable” sectors. Local authorities, housing associations, and private developers,
provide a range of tenures including rental, sale, shared ownership and self-build.

In SPP3 a high priority is given to measures designed to provide an appropriate supply of
affordable housing through both Structure and Local Plans. It promotes mechanisms, such as
Section 75 Agreements.

The Council has set out its approach to affordable housing through the publication of
supplementary planning guidance.

The broad strategies for special needs housing are set out in the Moray Community Health and
Social Care Partnership Plan agreed between the Moray Council and Grampian Health Board. The
effects of the Community Care Legislation and the hospital closure programme have increased
the pressure on special needs housing, and the demand for private residential homes.

The Council will seek to secure affordable and/or special needs housing within new housing
developments by agreement with private developers and housing agencies in areas of need
identified by the Community Services Department.
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The policy set out below identifies the strategic community development requirements for
the delivery of the structure plan strategy-

The Moray Structure Plan Strategy will be supported by:

a)

b)

c}

d)

g)

h)
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Moray Structure Plan

the identification within the local plan of the business and industrial land allowances
set out in Schedule 1 and the provision of strategic business locations at Elgin and
Forres Enterprise Park and business park opportunities at Buckie, Keith and
Lossiemouth;

the encouragement of tourism development opportunities;

the identification within the local plan of the housing allowances set out within
Schedule 2;

the provision of affordable housing in association with new housing development
where a demand is identified in the Local Housing Strategy;

the encouragement of low impact, well-designed development in the countryside to
support local communities and rural businesses;

sustaining the vitality and viability of town centres through the support of
opportunities and proposals for retail and commercial development in accordance with
the sequential approach;

promotion of the strategic transport links as set out in Proposal 2.

the protection and enhancement and new provision of facilities for community use,
healthcare, sport and recreation.

the inclusion within Local Plans of a policy reguiring appropriate developer
contributions towards healthcare and other community facilities.




