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Opportunities

Some landscapes will probably have to accommodate considerable change in the coming years.
This change needs to be planned and managed so that the effects are positive. Buildings in rural
areas can often be seen over long distances and they are there for a long time. Careful design is
essential. Traditional buildings can be an inspiration but new or imaginative re-interpretation of
traditional features should not be excluded. Where possible, the aim should be to develop high
quality modern designs which maintain a sense of place and support local identity.

Examples of the main opportunities include:

conversion or rehabilitation

The revival of rural buildings to provide comfortable
modermn homes has become increasingly popular.

It not only brings a building back to life but it may
provide opportunities to sensitively conserve our built
heritage, including buildings of merit which are not
listed. The sympathetic restoration of buildings which
are structurally sound, largely intact, safely accessible
and linked to water and other services maintains the
character and distinctiveness of places.

small-scale infill

Small-scale infill in existing small communities can
bring economic and social benefits by supporting
existing services such as schools and shops.
Planning authorities should generally seek to reinforce
the building pattern of the existing settlement and
ensure that new buildings respect and contribute

to the area's architectural and cultural heritage.

new groups of houses

Housing related to existing groupings will usually

be preferable to new isolated developments. The
groupings should not be suburban. They should be
small in size, and sympathetic in terms of orientation,
topography, scale, proportion and materials to other
buildings in the locality. They should take account of
sustainable development criteria in location and
infrastructure needs.

single houses

There will continue to be a demand for single houses,
often individually designed. But these have to be
planned, with location carefully selected and design
appropriate to locality.




