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THE MORAY COUNCIL

MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST 2007

COUNCIL OFFICE, ELGIN

PRESENT
Councillors A Wright (Joint Chair : Planning & Environment) J Russell (Joint Chair : Transportation & Direct Services), A Bisset, J Divers, G Leadbitter, J Hamilton, F Murdoch, M McConachie, G McDonald, G McIntyre, A Mckay, I Ogilvie, P Paul,  R Shepherd and I Young.

ALSO PRESENT IN RESPECT OF ITEM 22
Councillor G Coull.

ALSO PRESENT BY INVITATION

Mr H Moir and Mr A Horne, Fochabers Bypass Action Group and Mr R Robertson, HITRANS, in respect of item 11 ‘A96 Fochabers & Mosstodloch Bypass Presentation’.

IN ATTENDANCE
The Director of Environmental Services, the Head of Development Services, A Burnie & J Martin, Principal Planning Officers (Development Control) in respect of item 8, the Planning and Development Manager, the Transportation Manager, the Consultancy Manager in respect of item 12, the Head of Estates Services, L Paisey, Principal Accountant, the Moray Access Manager, in respect of item 10, J McLennan (Principal Environmental Health Officer) in respect of item 13, the Principal Solicitor (Commercial and Conveyancing) and the Senior Committee Services Officer, Clerk to the Meeting.

Also in attendance in respect of item 11 ‘A96 Fochabers & Mosstodloch Bypass Presentation’, Mr E D Borthwick, Transport Scotland Project Manager, Mr R Hutchieson, Scott Wilson Commission Manager and Mr R Kilpartick, Scott Wilson Project Manager.

1. CHAIR 

The Chair in respect of the Planning & Environment section of business on the Agenda was taken by Councillor A Wright, Joint Chair (Planning & Environment).

2. ADITIONAL BUSINESS

In terms of Standing Order 25 (iv) the Committee agreed to accept as additional items of business to be transacted at the meeting two additional appointments to outside bodies on the Chairman certifying that, in his opinion, they required to be considered on the grounds of urgency given the timescales involved.

3. ORDER OF BUSINESS

In terms of Standing Order 25 the meeting noted that planning application 07/00031/OUT (pages 64-75 of the Directors Report) had been withdrawn from the Agenda. The meeting also agreed to vary the order of business set down on the Agenda and take Item 20  ‘A96 Fochabers and Mosstodloch Bypass’ immediately following the morning break.

4. DECLARATION OF GROUP DECISIONS

In terms of the relevant Standing Order 20 and the Councillor's Code of Conduct the meeting noted declaration from Councillor Leadbitter in respect of planning application 07/00274/FUL in his capacity as member of the MHP Management Committee.

The meeting also noted a statement from Councillor Paul clarifying her position in regard to planning application 06/01594/FUL in that she has never, at any time, made her views known on the application prior to this meeting and therefore, in her opinion, had not jeopardised her position, in terms of the Councillor’s Code of Conduct, and would not be declaring an interest in the application.

There were no other declarations from Group Leaders or spokespersons in regard to any prior decisions taken on how members will vote on any item on the agenda.

5. EXEMPT INFORMATION

The Meeting agreed, in terms of Section 50A (4) and (5) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, that the public and media representatives be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the items of business appearing at the relevant paragraphs of this Minute as specified below so as to avoid disclosure of exempt information of the class described in the appropriate paragraph of Part I of Schedule 7A of the Act.

Para No. of Minute
Para No. of Schedule 7A



29
9

30
6

31
9

6. APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES

(i) Moray Textile Project Board of Management 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Legal Officer inviting the Committee to consider Member representation on to the Moray Textile Project Board of Management.


Councillor Wright, seconded by Councillor Bisset, moved that the Council be represented by Councillors Coull, Cree & Shepherd.


As an Amendment Councillor G McDonald, seconded by Councillor Leadbitter, moved that the Council be represented by Councillors Coull, Paul & Cree.


On a division there voted:-

For the Motion (10)                    
Councillors Bisset, Divers, Hamilton, Murdoch, McIntyre, A McKay, Russell, Shepherd, Wright & Young.


For the Amendment (5)
Councillors Leadbitter, McConnachie, G McDonald, Ogilvie & Paul.


Abstentions (0)

 

Accordingly the motion became the finding of the meeting and it was agreed that the Council be represented on the Board of Management by Councillors Coull, Cree & Shepherd.

(ii)
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA)

Under reference to Paragraph 9 (61) of the minute of the meeting of the Council dated 9 May 2007 there was submitted and noted a report by the Director of Environmental Services advising the Council that individual Councils do not appoint Councillors to either the Agency Board or, in Moray’s case the North Regional Board. Appointments to these bodies are made by Scottish Ministers and in the event of a vacancy/vacancies arising these are advertised and Councils asked if they wish to put forward a nomination(s).
(iii)
North East Scotland Tourism Partnership (NESTOUR)
There was submitted a report by the Chief Legal Officer inviting the Committee to consider Member representation on to NESTOUR.

Councillor Wright, seconded by Councillor Bisset, moved that the Council be represented by the Joint Chairs of the Committee, Councillors Wright and Russell.


As an Amendment Councillor Paul, seconded by Councillor McConnachie, moved that the Council be represented by Councillor G McDonald and one other.


On a division there voted:-

For the Motion (10)                    
Councillors Bisset, Divers, Hamilton, Murdoch, , McIntyre, A McKay, Russell, Shepherd, Wright & Young.


For the Amendment (5)
Councillors Leadbitter, McConnachie, G McDonald, Ogilvie & Paul.


Abstentions (0)
 

Accordingly the motion became the finding of the meeting and it was agreed that the Council be represented on NESTOUR by Councillors Wright & Russell.

(iv) 
East of Scotland European Consortium (ESEC)

There was submitted a report by the Chief Legal Officer inviting the Committee to consider Member representation on the ESEC.

Following consideration it was agreed that the Council be represented on ESEC by Councillor Wright.

(v) Shopmobility Moray & Moray Access Panel

The Chairman invited the Committee to consider Member representation on Shopmobility Moray and the Moray Access Panel.

The meeting noted that, whilst both organisations have had Member representation in the past, since 1999 the Council has been represented on these organisations at officer level.

Following consideration the Committee agreed:-

(i) that the Council be represented on Shopmobility Moray & the Moray Access Panel by Officers to be nominated by the Director of Environmental Services; and

(ii) to note Members concerns that no written report had been available on these appointments to allow Members to consider the matter as fully as they wished.

7. PROGRESS REVIEW AGAINST PERFORMANCE INDICATORS, SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN & REVENUE BUDGETS AND SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2007/08

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services advising the Committee on the progress made against the targets laid down in the Environmental Services Service Improvement Plan and providing an update of Service performance against some of the national performance indicators relating to the Department. The report also advised on progress against revenue budgets, Capital Schemes, provided an overview of complaints and gave details of ‘good news’ stories. Details of the information were set out in the report and Appendices 1 to 4 to the report.

The report also sought approval of the Service Improvement Plan 2007/08, a copy of which was appended to the report as Appendix 5.

During discussion officials responded to Members questions and in regard to clarification relating to roads maintenance projects that had slipped and those that were well over budget the Director of Environmental Services undertook to provide Members with a report on these issues.

Following consideration, during which officers responded to Members questions, the Committee agreed:-

(i) to note the progress made against the targets laid down in the Environmental Services Service Improvement Plan and amendments to targets as a result of external influences outwith the Service’s control;

(ii) to note the update of service performance regarding the performance indicators relating to the Environmental Services Department;

(iii) to note the end of year position against departmental budgets; 

(iv) that the 0% targets be reviewed and a realistic figure incorporated into future reports; 

(v) that information clarifying roads maintenance projects which have slipped and those that were over budget be provided to all members of the Committee; and

(vi) to approve the Service Improvement Plan 2007/08, as detailed in Appendix 5

8. WRITTEN QUESTIONS : PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

The meeting noted that there were no written questions in regard to Remit 2 relating to Planning & Environmental.

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

SPEYSIDE GLENLIVET : WARD 1

(a)
07/00824/FUL 

ERECT HOUSE WITH INTEGRAL GARAGE AT SPEYVIEW, 

ORTON, INCHBERRY, FOCHABERS, MORAY FOR MR STUART

SIM

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that, subject to conditions detailed in the report, planning consent be granted in respect of an application to erect a house with integral garage at Speyview, Orton, Inchberry, Fochabers for Mr Stuart Sim.

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given that competent written objections had been received from more than 10 separate households and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. 

Following consideration the Committee agreed that the application be approved, subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than the expiration of five years beginning with the date on which this permission is granted.

2.
Unless otherwise agreed with the Council, as Planning Authority, the development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the approved plans and conditions.

3.
The roof of the dwelling hereby approved shall be finished in natural slate or a good quality artificial slate to be agreed in writing by the Council (as Planning Authority) prior to the commencement of development.  For the avoidance of doubt, the marley modern grey roof tiles proposed are not approved under the terms of this consent.

4.
That all planting, seeding or turfing forming part of the approved landscape scheme shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding seasons following the occupation of the dwellinghouse or the completion of the building works, whichever is the sooner.  Any trees or plants which (within a period of 5 years from the planting) die, are removed or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the following planting season with others of similar size, number and species unless this Council (as Planning Authority) gives written consent to any variation of this planning condition.

5.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Class 7 in Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland) Order 1992, or any Order revoking or amending that Order, and unless alternative agreements are reached with the Head of Development Services, the boundaries of the site shall be comprised:-

· Post and wire fence

6.
If significant unsuspected contamination is found then all work shall cease until an appropriate investigation to determine the nature, extent and potential impacts of the contamination has been undertaken and a remediation method statement agreed with The Council as Planning Authority.

Reasons:
1.
The time limit condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of Section 58 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

2.
In order to ensure that there are no unauthorised departures from the approved plans which could adversely affect the development or character and amenity of the surrounding properties and area.

3.
In order to ensure that the development harmonises with the appearance and character of the surrounding properties and area.

4.
In order to ensure that the approved landscaping works are timeously carried out and properly maintained in a manner which will not adversely affect the development or amenity and character of the area.

5.
In order to ensure that consideration can be given to the appearance and impact of boundary enclosures other than those specified.

6.
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the property from the effects of harmful ground contamination.

KEITH & CULLEN : WARD 2

(b)
06/02935/OUT

OUTLINE TO ERECT DWELLINGHOUSE AND GARAGE ON SITE 

AT EASTFIELD, CHAPELHILL, GRANGE, KEITH FOR MR AND MRS G STRONACH

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that, for reasons detailed in the report, planning consent be refused in respect of an outline application to erect a dwellinghouse and garage on site at Eastfield, Chapelhill, Grange, Keith for Mr and Mrs G Stronach

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given an unresolved objection from a statutory consultee and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. 

The meeting also noted that the application had been advertised as a departure from policy to which representations had been received, therefore were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing was recommended.

Councillor Shepherd expressed the view that, in his opinion, a dwelling on this site would not be prominent in a rural area and did not lack the requisite backdrop and will integrate sensitively into the surrounding landform. He was also of the view that it would not visually detract from the rural character of the countryside and would not set a precedent for further applications. As intimated in the Planning Officer’s report the Transportation Manager has no objections to the proposed development subject to a passing place being provided. For these reasons Councillor Shepherd moved approval of the application as complying with policy subject to standard conditions and an additional appropriate condition requiring the provision of a passing place to be agreed in consultation with the Transportation Manager. The motion was seconded by Councillor Bisset.

As an amendment Councillor Wright, seconded by Councillor Young, moved refusal of the application, as recommended.

On a division there voted:-

For the Motion (6)                    
Councillors Bisset, McConnachie, G McDonald, McIntyre, Ogilvie & Shepherd, 

For the Amendment (9)
Councillors Divers, Hamilton, Leadbitter, A McKay, Murdoch, Paul, Russell, Wright & Young.

Abstentions
(0)
 

Accordingly the motion became the finding of the meeting and it was agreed that the outline application be refused for the following reasons:

The proposal is contrary to Moray Structure Plan Policies 1(e) and Moray Local Plan 2000 Policies L/HC3 and L/IMP2 for the following reasons:

1. A dwelling on this open piece of ground occupies a prominent position in an open rural area, and as such it lacks the requisite backdrop and natural enclosure to enable it to integrate sensitively with the surrounding landform and its rural setting.  As such a dwelling in this location would visually detract from the rural character of this part of the countryside and set a precedent for other similar applications to be submitted in the immediate locality.

2. This site is within close proximity of several other dwellings recently approved in the immediate vicinity.  Any further dwellings in this immediate location would fundamentally change its character from a small cluster of dwellings to one of a suburban type group of houses.

(c)
06/02943/OUT

OUTLINE TO ERECT DWELLINGHOUSE AND GARAGE ON SITE 

AT CHAPELHILL, GRANGE, KEITH FOR MR AND MRS G MORRISON

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that subject to conditions detailed in the report, planning consent be granted in respect of an outline application to erect a dwellinghouse and garage on site at Chapelhill, Grange, Keith for Mr and Mrs G Morrison.

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given an unresolved objection from a statutory consultee and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. The meeting also noted that were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing would not be required as the application complied with policy.

Following consideration the meeting agreed that outline application be approved subject to the following conditions: 

1.
(a)
That in the case of any reserved matter, application for approval must be made before:-



(i)
that expiration of 3 years from the date of the grant of outline planning permission; or



(ii)
the expiration of 6 months from the date on which an earlier application for such approval was refused; or



(iii)
the expiration of 6 months from the date on which an appeal against such refusal was dismissed;  whichever is the latest:  provided that only one such application may be made in the case after the expiration of the 3 year period mentioned in sub-paragraph (i) above.


(b)
That the development to which the permission relates must be begun not later than whichever is the later of the following dates:-



(i)
the expiration of 5 years from the date of the grant of outline planning permission; or



(ii)
the expiration of 2 years from the final approval of the reserved matters or in the case of approval on different dates the final approval of the last such matter to be approved.

2.
The approval hereby granted is in outline and prior to the commencement of the development approval of the details, including the siting, design and external appearances of the building(s) the means of access thereto and the landscaping of the site (hereinafter called "the reserved matters") shall be obtained from the Council, as Planning Authority.

3.
The proposed development shall be carried out only in accordance with detailed drawings which shall previously have been submitted to and approved by the Council, as Planning Authority.  These drawings shall show the reserved matters numbered 4-8 below.

4.
Plans, sections and elevations of all buildings proposed with details of the type and colour of all external materials and finishes shall be submitted in accordance with condition no. 3 above.

5.
The proposed layout of the site showing the exact position of the site boundaries, the position of all buildings, the means of access, areas for vehicle parking and the arrangements for the disposal of foul and surface water shall be submitted in accordance with condition no. 3 above.

6.
Details of the exact extent, type and finish of all other works including walls, fences and other means of enclosure and screening shall be submitted in accordance with condition no. 3 above.

7.
Sections through the site showing the development on its finished levels in relation to existing levels shall be submitted in accordance with condition no. 3 above.

8.
Landscaping proposals showing any existing trees/hedges/shrubs to be retained or removed together with details of the type, position and number of all planting to be undertaken and details of all surfacing materials shall be submitted in accordance with condition no. 3 above.

9.
The design of the property shall comply with the requirements of L/HC5 of the Moray Local Plan 2000, including the interpretation of policy regarding proportions of gable width and roof pitches.

10.
The roof of the dwelling hereby approved shall be finished in natural slate or a good quality artificial slate to be agreed in writing by the Council (as Planning Authority) prior to the commencement of development.

11.
That no development shall take place until a Landscape Scheme (drawn to scale) is submitted to and approved by this Council (as Planning Authority).  This Landscape Scheme shall show:-


(a)
the location of any existing trees, shrubs and hedgerows on the site and identify those to be retained and those to be removed;


(b)
details of the measures to be taken to protect any existing trees, shrubs and hedgerows during the course of developing the site;


(c)
details of the numbers, species, position, planting distances and sizes of all planting to be undertaken.

12.
That all planting, seeding or turfing forming part of the approved landscape scheme shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding seasons following the occupation of the  or the completion of the building works, whichever is the sooner.  Any trees or plants which (within a period of 5 years from the planting) die, are removed or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the following planting season with others of similar size, number and species unless this Council (as Planning Authority) gives written consent to any variation of this planning condition.

13.
The existing conifers on the western boundary shall be retained in perpetuity, and neither lopped, topped or otherwise disturbed by the building or engineering operations to be carried out on the site.

14.
If significant unsuspected contamination is found then all work shall cease until an appropriate investigation to determine the nature, extent and potential impacts of the contamination has been undertaken and a remediation method statement agreed with The Council as Planning Authority.

15.
The dwelling, the subject of the reserved matters, shall be single storey in height.

16.
The dwelling, the subject of the reserved matters, shall be positioned a minimum of 9 metres from the overhead power line.

17.
No work shall commence until details of a passing place have been approved in writing by the local Planning Authority.  The passing place shall be constructed in accordance with the approved details prior to work commencing on the dwelling.

18.
Prior to the commencement of development the local Planning Authority shall submit an archaeological watching brief to and approved in writing.  The watching brief shall include details of:

· the schedule/timetable for development

· the archaeological specialist to be used during ground breaking operations.

19.
The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to any archaeologist nominated by the Planning Authority and shall allow him/her to observe work in progress and record items of archaeological interest.

Reasons:
1.
The time limit condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of Section 59 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

2.
In order to ensure that the matters specified can be fully considered prior to the commencement of development.

3.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

4.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

5.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

6.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

7.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

8.
As the consent is in outline only and in order that detailed consideration can be given to the matters specified.

9.
In order to ensure that the development harmonises with the appearance and character of the surrounding properties and area.

10.
In order to ensure that the development harmonises with the appearance and character of the surrounding properties and area.

11.
In order that detailed consideration can be given to the landscaping of the site.

12.
In order to ensure that the approved landscaping works are timeously carried out and properly maintained in a manner which will not adversely affect the development or amenity and character of the area.

13.
To ensure that the existing trees are retained as they contribute to the character of the site and the surrounding area.

14.
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the property from the effects of harmful ground contamination.

15.
In order to ensure that the development harmonises with the appearance and character of the surrounding properties and area.

16.
To comply with the Health and Safety Guidance Note GS 6.

17.
In the interests of highway safety.

18.
In order to observe work in progress and record items of interest and finds.

19.
In order to observe work in progress and record items of interest and finds.

(d)
06/03018/FUL

ERECT BUNGALOW ON SITE AT NEWTACK, CROSSROADS,

KEITH FOR D SIMPSON AND H MORRISON

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that, for reasons detailed in the report, planning consent be refused in respect of an application to erect a bungalow on site at Newtack, Crossroads, Keith for D Simpson and H Morrison.

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given an unresolved objection from a statutory consultee and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. The meeting also noted that the application had been advertised as a departure from policy to which representations had been received, therefore were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing was recommended.

Councillor Wright, seconded by Councillor Young, moved refusal of the application, as recommended.

Councillor Shepherd expressed the view that, in his opinion, the site does not occupy a prominent position and does not lack the backdrop to integrate sensitively with the landform. The development, in his opinion, would not visually detract from the rural character of the countryside and would not set a precedent for further applications and did not agree that the plot had been artificially created. In regard to consultations Scottish Water has no objections and that the Transportation Manager also had no objections to the proposed development subject to a passing place being provided. For these reasons Councillor Shepherd moved, as an Amendment, approval of the application as complying with policy subject to standard conditions and an additional appropriate condition requiring the provision of a passing place to be agreed in consultation with the Transportation Manager. The Amendment was seconded by Councillor Bisset

On a division there voted:-

For the Motion (8)                    
Councillors Divers, Leadbitter, McConnachie, G McDonald, Ogilvie, Russell, Wright & Young

For the Amendment (7)
Councillors Bisset, Hamilton, McIntyre, A McKay Murdoch, Paul & Shepherd.

Abstentions
(0)
 

Accordingly the motion became the finding of the meeting and it was agreed that the application be refused for the following reasons:

The proposal is contrary to Moray Structure Plan Policies 1(e) and Moray Local Plan polices, L/HC3 & L/IMP2 for the following reasons:

1. The proposal site occupies a prominent position in an open rural area, and as such it lacks the necessary backdrop and enclosure that are required to integrate it sensitively with the surrounding landform so as to blend unobtrusively with its surroundings.  The resultant visual impact of the development would detract from the rural character of this part of the countryside.

2. The plot has been artificially created by forming an arbitrary straight line across a field, merely providing an artificial sub-division of the plot from the adjoining ground.  As such the proposal would fail to integrate sensitively into the rural setting as required by policy L/HC3.

3. This site is within close proximity of several other dwellings recently approved in the immediate vicinity.  Any further dwellings in this immediate location would result in an uncharacteristic build-up of residential development, leading to a gradual urbanisation of the area.  This in turn would fail to reflect the traditional settlement pattern of the countryside, already affecting its rural character.

4. The proposal would set a precedent for other similar applications to be submitted in the locality.

HELDON & LAICH : WARD 5

(e)
06/01980/OUT

OUTLINE TO ERECT NEW DWELLING HOUSE ON SITE 

TO THE NORTH OF THE HYTHE, STOTFIELD ROAD, LOSSIEMOUTH, MORAY FOR MR AND MRS GRAEME LENNON

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that, for reasons detailed in the report, planning consent be refused in respect of an outline application to erect a new dwellinghouse on site to the north of The Hythe, Stotfield Road, Lossiemouth, Moray for Mr and Mrs Graeme Lennon.

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given that competent written objections have been received from more than 10 separate households and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. The meeting also noted that the application had been advertised as a departure from policy to which representations had been received, therefore were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing was recommended.

Following consideration the meeting agreed that the outline application be refused for the following reasons:

The proposal is contrary to policies 1(h), 2(a) and 2(b) in the Moray Structure Plan and to policies Lossiemouth ENV1, L/ENV1, L/IMP1 and L/T4 in the Moray Local Plan 2000 for the following reasons:

1. The proposed residential development would be specifically contrary to the ENV1 designation applying to the site as it would result in a serious loss in public recreational open space and would impair public views out to sea.

2. There would be a seriously detrimental impact on character of the open natural area which makes a valuable contribution to the coastal setting of this part of Lossiemouth.

3. The proposed residential development would be visually intrusive in relation to the Moray Coast Trail running along the north boundary.

4. The access to the site is well used by pedestrians and due to its substandard nature and existing level of usage the further usage involved would have a detrimental impact on road safety.

5. Further urbanisation of an important open foreshore area would be involved.

(f)        06/01594/FUL
ERECT 16 NEW HOUSES WITH OIL FUEL TANKS COMPLETE WITH ACCESS ROAD/PARKING WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE SYSTEM WITH REED BED ON A SITE AT MULBEN KEITH FOR SUN HONEY DELELOPMENTS LIMITED
There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that he be granted delegated powers to approve the application subject to agreement with the developer on the provision of one affordable housing unit and conditions detailed in the report. 

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given that there was an unresolved objection from a statutory consultee and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. The meeting also noted that the application had been advertised as a departure from policy to which representations had been received, therefore were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing was recommended. The report also advised that amended plans had been received reducing the number of houses to 12.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to refer the application direct to a Hearing, without any consideration being given to the application, on a date to be agreed in consultation with the Joint Chair, (Planning & Environment) to which the applicant & objectors be invited to attend and be heard.

SPEYSIDE & GLENLIVET : WARD 1

(g)
07/00520/FUL
CONSTRUCT COOPERAGE, DISGORGING AREA AND BONDED WAREHOUSE STORAGE AT OVERTON FARM CRAIGELLACHIE ABERLOUR FOR THE EDRINGTON GROUP

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that, subject to conditions detailed in the report, planning consent be granted in respect of an application to construct cooperage, disgorging area and bonded warehouse storage at Overton Farm, Craigellachie for the Edrington Group

The meeting noted that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given that it was a major industrial development (over 2000m²) and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. 

Prior to considering the application J Martin, Principal Planning Officer, advised the meeting that following receipt of the application it was advertised as a departure to the Development Plan owing to the potential impact upon the Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) and Sites of Interest to Natural Science (SINS) designations. He advised the meeting that PAN 41 encourages early advertisement of departures, whether actual or potential at an early stage in consideration of applications, and that the advertisement undertaken reflected that advice. In response to the departure advertisements and neighbour notification, 19 representations were received. These representations included reference to the AGLV & SINS designations and the impact of the proposed development upon these. Mr Martin also advised the meeting that the conclusion, following detailed consideration of the application and after consultation with SEPA & SNH, is that the proposal is not a departure, in terms of development Plan policy. He advised that in terms of the AGLV, the reasons why the proposal is not a departure are set out in page 102 (last sentence of the ‘Observations’). In terms of SINS he advised the meeting that the reasons as to why the proposal will not prejudice the designation, and is therefore not a departure are also given in the same observation section of the report on page 102. In the section reference to the word ‘significant’ is an error and should be deleted to confirm that there is no departure.

In light of the above Mr Martin advised the meeting that the procedure section of the report required to be amended to confirm that were the Committee minded to approve the application, as recommended, a Hearing would not be required as there is no departure from the Development Plan.

During discussion Councillor Paul referred to the potential impact on the rural area. Whilst accepting that appropriate conditions to mitigate this would be applied to the consent she had concerns regarding the possibility of the applicant coming back at some future date with proposed amendments which may have an impact on the area and requested that consideration be given to applying an additional condition requiring that any significant changes to the environmental impact on the area be brought back to Committee for consideration. Councillor Leadbitter also requested that consideration be given to ensuring effective screening is undertaken as early as possible.

Following consideration the Committee agreed:-

(i) to approve the application, as recommended, subject to the undernoted conditions which includes the amendment to Condition 7 to reflect the Committee’s request for a mixture of planting to ensure screening is effective as early as possible; and 

(ii) any changes to proposal to be monitored and brought back to Committee if appropriate.

Conditions:-

  1
The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than the expiration of five years beginning with the date on which this permission is granted.

 2
Unless otherwise agreed with the Council, as Planning Authority, the development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the approved plans and conditions.

 3
No water shall be permitted to drain or loose material be carried onto the public footpath/carriageway.

 4
Visibility splays of 4.5 metres x 215 metres shall be provided at the access onto the B9102 (in both directions).  There shall be no obstruction to visibility over ground level within the splays.

 5
The new junction layout at the access onto the B9102 shall be designed and constructed in accordance with The Moray Council specification and shall be approved, in writing, by the Roads Authority prior to any works commencing on site.

 6
That prior to the commencement of development of the site, details of the proposed site gatehouse and the staff car parking area shall be submitted for the approval in writing of The Moray Council.

7 a) That notwithstanding the landscape plan (drawing no L-LA-001) and prior to the commencement of development, details of the numbers, species, position, planting distances and sizes of all planting to be undertaken shall be submitted to and approved in writing by this Council as Planning Authority.


b) That all planting, seeding or turfing forming part of the approved landscape scheme shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding seasons following the occupation of the development or the completion of the building works, whichever is the sooner.  Any trees or plants which (within a period of 5 years from the planting) die, are removed or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the following planting season with others of similar size, number and species unless this Council (as Planning Authority) gives written consent to any variation of this planning condition.

 8
That a Schedule of Maintenance for the landscape areas and recreational areas shall be submitted to and approved by this Council (as Planning Authority) prior to commencement of development.  This Schedule of Maintenance shall include a written undertaking which includes the arrangements for the implementation of the Landscape Scheme and the future maintenance.

 9
That prior to commencement of construction works on the cooperage and disgorging unit, the SUDs scheme shall be formed and fully operational, and a detailed construction method statement submitted for the approval in writing of the Planning Authority in consultation with SEPA.

10
That prior to the commencement of development details of all lighting for the scheme shall be submitted for the approval in writing of this Council as Planning Authority.

11
That prior to the commencement of development, a photographic record of all buildings to be demolished shall be submitted to this Council as Planning Authority.

12
That an archaeological watching brief by an archaeologist approved by this Council as Planning Authority shall be maintained during any ground-breaking operations on the site.

13 No material shall be imported onto the site until written details of the source of the imported material has been submitted in writing to the Council (as Planning Authority). The details which shall be submitted no later than four weeks prior to the material being imported onto the site shall include :-



1. The source of the imported material.


2. Any potential source(s) of contamination within 50 metres of the source
 of the material to be imported. 
The material must not be imported on to the site until written approval of the source of this material has first been issued by the Council (as Planning Authority).  The material from the source agreed only shall be imported in strict accordance with these agreed details.

14
In the event of potential contamination issues being identified by the Council (as Planning Authority) following the assessment of the details of the imported material submitted in compliance with condition 1 above, a Phase I investigation must be undertaken by the developer (or contaminated land consultant on his behalf) and a written report of that investigation submitted to this Council's Contaminated Land Team, for written approval within a time scale prior agreed with this Council (as Planning Authority). 

Should potential contamination issues identified by this Council remain following this investigation a Phase II investigation (sampling and analysis) shall be designed and agreed with this Council (as Planning Authority) which determines the condition of the material. Thereafter the Phase II investigation shall be undertaken by the developer (or contaminated land consultant on his behalf) in accordance with the agreed design and a written investigation report submitted to the Council (as Planning Authority) for written approval within a time scale prior agreed with this Council (as Planning Authority). 

15
In respect of the proposals to remediate contamination on the site:

a) All works required to remediate contamination on the site shall be fully implemented in accordance with the applicant's Remediation Strategy Further Investigations and Remediation Strategy of 20th July 2007.        

b) No development works shall commence until the following have been carried out:

i) Full details of the methodology for the supplementary investigation of the site have been submitted to and approved in writing to The Moray Council, as Planning Authority.  Thereafter these works will be implemented in accordance with the agreed details.
ii) Full details of the remediation methodology have been submitted to and approved in writing to The Moray Council as Planning Authority.  Thereafter these works will be implemented in accordance with the agreed details.
iii) Full details of the validation methodology have been submitted to and approved in writing to The Moray Council as Planning Authority.  Thereafter these works will be implemented in accordance with the agreed details.
iv) A full validation report has been submitted to and approved in writing by The Moray Council as Planning Authority which demonstrates that no pollutant linkages remain or are likely to occur.

16
If significant unsuspected contamination is found then all work shall cease until an appropriate investigation to determine the nature, extent and potential impacts of the contamination has been undertaken and a remediation method statement agreed with The Moray Council as Planning Authority.

The Council's reason(s) for imposing the above condition(s) are:-

 1
The time limit condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of Section 58 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

 2
In order to ensure that there are no unauthorised departures from the approved plans which could adversely affect the development or character and amenity of the surrounding properties and area.

 3
In the interests of road safety.

 4
In the interests of road safety.

 5
In the interests of road safety.

 6
In the interests of amenity and effective planning control.

 7
In order to ensure that the approved landscaping works are timeously carried out and properly maintained in a manner which will not adversely affect the development or amenity and character of the area.

 8
In order to ensure that landscape/recreational areas are provided timeously with appropriate arrangements for maintenance in place.

 9
In order to ensure that satisfactory treatment of all surface water resulting from construction and the final development, and in the interests of environmental integrity.

10
In the interests of amenity and to ensure the minimum of light pollution emanating from the development.

11
In order to observe work in progress and record items of interest and finds.

12
In order to observe work in progress and record items of interest and finds.

13
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the site from harmful effects of contamination.

14
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the site from harmful effects of contamination.

15
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the properties, the building structures and the local environment from the effects of harmful ground contamination.

16
In order to safeguard the health and safety of the occupants of the property from the effects of harmful ground contamination.

ELGIN CITY NORTH : WARD 6

(h) 07/00274/FUL
ERECT 60 FLATS AT FORMER PINEFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE SITE PINEGROVE ELGIN FOR SPRINGFIELD PROPERTIES PLC AND MORAY HOUSING PARTNERSHIP

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending that subject to receipt of satisfactory comments from the Transportation Manager in terms of access to the site and parking provision and conditions detailed in the report, he be granted delegated powers to approve the application to erect 60 flats at the former Pinefield Community Centre, Pinegrove, Elgin for Springfield Properties & Moray Housing Partnership.

The meeting that the application had been referred to Committee in terms of the Scheme of Delegation given a recommendation to approve a significant departure from the development plan and that members of the Committee had visited the site of the application on 13 August 2007. The meeting also noted that the application had been advertised as a departure from policy to which representations had been received, therefore were the Committee minded to approve the application a Hearing was recommended.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to refer the application direct to a Hearing, without any consideration being given to the application, on a date to be agreed in consultation with the Joint Chair (Planning & Environment) to which the applicant & objectors be invited to attend and be heard.

10. PLANNING APPLICATION 06/02479/OUT

There was submitted a report by the Chief Legal Officer advising the Committee of the outcome of it’s decision of 28 March 2007 (para 8 (l) of the Minute refers) in regard to planning application 06/02479/OUT relating to an outline application for a proposed new traditional single storey cottage and septic tank on site at Craigenseat Farm, Foggy Moss, Grange, Keith for Mr & Mrs C Auld.


The meeting noted that subsequent to the meeting of this Committee on 28 March 2007 the objector to the application had declined the invitation to be heard by Committee. Accordingly given that the Committee was “Minded to Approve” the application, subject to a Hearing, which is no longer required the Committee’s decision of 28 March 2007 has been actioned and the consent issued, subject to standard conditions.

11. A96 FOCHABERS AND MOSSTODLOCH BYPASS : PRESENTATION

On the invitation of the Chair Mr Hutchieson, Scott Wilson Commission Manager, gave a presentation on the background to the project, the scheme details, statutory processes and scheme implementation. He also gave an overview of the next steps following the issue of the decision letter. The meeting noted that construction costs were in the region of £19m-25m and that post bypass opening appropriate traffic calming measures would be introduced into Mosstodloch and Fochabers which would be developed in consultation with Moray Council. Mr Hutchieson also made reference to the content of the decision letter and in particular the 3 key factors arising therefrom. The meeting noted that these related to endorsement of the alignment promoted, a re-examination of the environmental/heritage and landscape mitigation strategy in Gordon Castle Estate and to consider options for Gordon Castle farm access. The meeting also noted that the implementation programme anticipated resolving the decision letter issues by the autumn of 2007, a tender period and assessment of May-September 2008 with a construction start of late 2008/early 2009 and completion late 2010.

On the conclusion of the presentation Mr Hutchieson, Mr Borthwick, Mr R Kilpartick and the Council’s Transportation Manager responded to Member’s questions and the meeting noted that local members and communities would be kept informed as matters progress and that regular progress reports would be submitted to Committee as appropriate. 

Thereafter the Chairman, on behalf of the Committee thanked Mr Hutchieson, Mr Borthwick, Mr R Kilpartick for the presentation and advised that a copy of the presentation would be made available to Members and on the Council’s website.
Councillor Hamilton left the meeting during responses to questions.

12. FORRES (BURN OF MOSSET) FLOOD PREVENTION SCHEME PROGRAMME

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval of a proposed programme for the start of construction for the Forres (Burn of Mosset) Flood Prevention Scheme and expenditure on an advance utility diversion and potential advance environmentally constrained works. The report also invited the Committee to note measures taken to assist local residents and businesses benefiting from the scheme in dealing with property and home contents insurance companies. The meeting also noted that the Risk Workshop, scheduled for early October will be held on 3 September 2007.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:

(i) approve a programme to start of construction for the Forres (Burn of Mosset) Flood Prevention Scheme as set out in Section 3.22 of the report showing a works start on 7 January 2008;

(ii) approve expenditure on a utility diversion and potential environmentally constrained works in advance of construction works to the limit and as detailed in Section 3.21 of the report; and

(iii) note the measures taken to assist local residents and businesses benefiting from the scheme in dealing with property and contents insurance companies.

13. FOOD ENFORCEMENT SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN 2007/08 AND REVIEW 2006/07

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval of The Food Enforcement Service Delivery Plan 2007/08 and the Performance Review based on the Service Delivery Plan 2006/07, details of which were set out in Appendices 1 & 2 to the report. The meeting noted that approval is being sought so as to ensure compliance with the Food Standards Agency Framework Agreement on Local Authority Food Law Enforcement (Framework Agreement).

During discussion concern was expressed in regard to the resource implications referred to in Section 4 (c) of the report and whilst noting that this was under review and would be reconsidered as part of the Budget Review for 2008/09 it was considered a matter of some urgency that an earlier review should be undertaken.

Following consideration the Committee agreed:

(i) to approve the Food Enforcement Service Delivery Plan 2007/08, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report and the Performance Review based on the Service Delivery Plan 2006/07, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report; and

(ii) to note that a report will be submitted to a future meeting of the Policy Committee on new legislative requirements being placed on the Council and how these are being or are to be resourced in order to meet the Council’s commitments.

On the conclusion of this item Councillors McIntyre and A McKay left the meeting.

14. CONSULTATIVE DRAFT MORAY CORE PATHS PLAN AND RELATED PUBLIC CONSULTATION EXERCISE

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval of the Consultative Draft Moray Core Paths Plan, as recommended by the Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum and implementation of the related public consultation exercise to commence on 7  September 2007.

The meeting noted that the Moray Core Paths Plan requires to be developed in a similar way to that of a Statutory Local Plan.   It will have an ‘informal’ consultation phase to produce a Draft Plan.   Once the finalised Draft Plan is published the ‘formal’ consultation phase is entered into which will have a more exacting consultation process which, depending on the level of objection, could culminate in a Public Local Enquiry prior to the plan’s adoption by the Scottish Executive.

Following consideration the Committee agreed:- 

(i) to approve the Consultative Draft Moray Core Paths Plan, as recommended by the Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum; 

(ii) to approve the implementation of the public consultation exercise outlined in Section 3.8 of the report; 

(iii) to note that all Members will be invited to the launch of the Consultative Draft Core Paths Plan on 7 September 2007; and

(iv) that the Committee’s appreciation of the work of the Moray Access Manager be minuted

Adjournment of Meeting

The meeting agreed to adjourn for lunch at 12.44 p.m and re-convene at 2.00 p.m.

Resumption of Meeting

The meeting resumed at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Councillors A Wright (Joint Chair : Planning & Environment) J Russell (Joint Chair : Transportation & Direct Services), A Bisset, J Divers, G Leadbitter, F Murdoch, M McConachie, G McDonald, G McIntyre, A Mckay, I Ogilvie, P Paul,  R Shepherd and I Young.
APOLOGY

An apology was intimated on behalf of Councillor J Hamilton.

IN ATTENDANCE
The Director of Environmental Services, the Head of Development Services, the Planning and Development Manager, the Transportation Manager, the Head of Estates Services, L Paisey, Principal Accountant, the Principal Contaminated Land Officer, in respect of item 29, the Principal Solicitor (Commercial and Conveyancing) and the Senior Committee Services Officer, Clerk to the Meeting.

15. TOURISM 

Under reference to Paragraph 16 of the Minute of this Committee dated 17 January 2007 there was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services updating the Committee on progress with the review of the provision of information to visitors, the partnership agreement with VisitScotland for fiscal year 2007/08 and theTourism Action Plan expenditure. The report also sought approval for the formation of a Tourism Steering Group comprising the Joint Chairs of the Committee and members of NESTOUR.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:-

(i) note the progress made in the review of information provision to visitors, of the partnership agreement with VisitScotland and the implementation of Tourism Action Plan; and

(ii) the establishment of a Tourism Steering Group comprising Councillors G McDonald, Murdoch, Paul, Russell, Wright & Young.

16. ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND MICROGENERATION DRAFT CONSULTATION

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services informing the Committee on the Scottish Executive’s consultation on a draft energy efficiency and microgeneration strategy which sets out the Executive’s aims for improving energy efficiency and encouraging a greater uptake of microgeneration. A copy of the draft strategy had been placed in the Member’s Library.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to note:-

(i) the content of the report, the work already being undertaken by the Energy Officer and other Services and that  further proposals for Energy Efficiency are being brought forward by the Scottish Executive; and 

(ii) that staff and financial resources are limited affecting the rate at which these projects can advance.

17. INDUSTRIAL PORTFOLIO ANNUAL REPORT 2007

There was submitted a report by the Head of Estates Services advising the Committee on the performance of the Council’s Industrial Portfolio Annual Report 2007, a copy of which was appended to the report.

The Head of Estates Services spoke to the report and the meeting noted that rental income was £1,028,600 against a target of £879,000, the % of buildings occupied at the year end was 96% against a target of 80% and that the rate of return was 6.04% against a target of 5.75%. 
Following consideration the Committee agreed to note the terms of the 2007 Annual Report on the Council’s Industrial Portfolio.
18. QUESTION TIME: PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT

In response to a question from Councillor Divers the meeting agreed that, in future, consideration of any planning applications be taken as first item of business on the agenda and where there are items on the Agenda which are common to remits 1 & 2 the order of business be varied at the start of meeting to as to ensure that planning application are taken as the first item of business. The Committee also agreed that Remits 1 & 2 be amended to read Remit 1 ‘(Planning & Environment) and Remit 2 ‘(Transportation & Direct Services)’

19. CHAIR 

On the conclusion of the business in respect of Planning & Environment Councillor A Wright vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor J Russell, Joint Chair (Transportation & Direct Services)

20. WRITTEN QUESTIONS: TRANSPORTATION & DIRECT SERVICES

The meeting noted that there were no written questions in regard to Transportation & Direct Services.

21. WASTE MANAGEMENT : CURRENT POSITION

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services advising the Committee on the Council’s current position with regard to achieving waste targets and joint working with Highland Council, details of which were set out in the report.

During discussion the Director of Environmental Services advised the Committee in regard to information he had received relating to a study tour of facilities in Denmark being organised by SEPA, similar to that which the Council was represented at last year by the former Chairman of the Committee. He advised the meeting that he anticipated the tour being held in October/November and sought an indication as to whether or not the Committee would wish to be represented on the forthcoming tour.  Following discussion, during which reference was also made to similar facilities within the UK, it was agreed to reflect on the information currently available and to seek to increase Members knowledge of waste management in order to plan the best way forward for Moray.

Following consideration the Committee agreed:-

(i) to note the Council’s current position with regard to achieving waste targets and joint working with The Highland Council and the potential for fines amounting to £162k in 2010;

(ii) to approve that officers continue to liase with Highland Council on securing an enhanced recycling service and sustainable residual waste treatment facilities to achieve future targets; and

(iii) that the Council continue to seek both maximum recycling and diversion of waste from landfill.

22. PROPOSED ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS NEW TESCO STORE KEITH

Under reference to Paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee dated 7 March 2007 there was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services inviting the Committee to consider over-ruling the outstanding objections in regard to the proposal to introduce Prohibition of Waiting restrictions and One Way Orders around the proposed new Tesco store of the A96, Moss Street, Keith and to approve the Road Traffic Order, details of which were set out in Appendices A & B to the report.

The meeting also noted that due to an administrative error the Local Members referred to in the consultations section of the report had not been consulted prior to the issue of the report and the Transportation Manager apologised to the Members concerned for this oversight. The meeting also noted the comments of the Local Member, Councillor Coull who intimated his support for the recommendations. 

Following consideration the Committee agreed to over-rule the outstanding objections received, approve the amended undernoted Traffic Regulation Order and authorise the Chief Legal Officer to make the Order :

‘The Moray Council (New Tesco Store, Keith – Various Restrictions) Order 2007’

23. WEIGHT LIMIT : LEA BRIDGE FORRES 

There submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval for the commencement of statutory procedures required for the imposition of a permanent 3 tonne maximum gross weight limit (MGW) at Lea Bridge, Forres, as detailed in Appendices A & B to the report.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to approve the proposal to introduce a “3 tonne maximum gross weight limit” on Lea Bridge, Forres and to instruct the Director of Environmental Services and the Chief Legal Officer to proceed with the statutory process.

24. SECOND MORAY LOCAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY (MLTS2) : FIRST STAGE UPDATE 

Under reference to Paragraph 10 of the Minute of this Committee dated 30 May 2007 there was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services providing the Committee with feedback regarding the First Stage of developing the Second Moray Local Transport Strategy and inviting the Committee to approve the adoption of key objectives ranked by priority. The report also sought the committee’s endorsement of a series of actions to respond to issues raised through the First Stage consultation.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:-

(i) note the contents of the Technical Note, detailed in Appendix A to the report, on the review of the First Stage Consultation;

(ii) approve the adoption of the hierarchy of key objectives identified through the review of the First Stage Consultation.  The hierarchy of key objectives set out in Section 3.5 of the report, will be used in the preparation of a draft MLTS2; and

(iii) note the clarification of particular concerns detailed in Section 3.6 of the report and homologated the short-term actions taken to address these concerns raised through the First Stage Consultation.

25. REMOVAL OF ROADS FROM THE LIST OF PUBLIC ROADS

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval for the removal from the Statutory List of Public Roads part of the A941 Lossiemouth-Elgin-Dufftown-Rhynie Road, as specified in the schedule appended to the report.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to approve the removal of the part of the road specified in the schedule appended to the report from the Statutory List of Public Roads.

26. ADOPTION OF ROADS ON TO LIST OF ROADS

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking Committee approval for the addition to Statutory List of Public Roads of the roads specified in the schedule appended to the report.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to approve the adoption of the roads scheduled in the Appendix to the report to the Statutory List of Public Roads.

27. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services recommending approval of Street Names which had been submitted by the Local Members concerned in respect of a number of new housing developments in Moray. 

Following consideration the Committee agreed that:-

(i) the name Garmouth Place is given to the development in Lhanbryde as submitted by Councillors A McDonald, McIntyre and Ross; 

(ii) the names Birnies Lane, Chapel Lane, Doctors Lane, Doodlers Lane, Firemans Lane, Fordmouth Lane, Forestry Lane, Gordon Lane, Lockharts Lane, Mackies Lane, Smiddy Lane and Tailors Lane are given to lanes in Tomintoul presently without names as submitted by Councillors McConachie, Murdoch and Paul; and

(iii) the name Moravia Court is given to the new development of flats in Forres as submitted by Councillors Bell, Hamilton, Ogilvie and Young.

28. QUESTION TIME: TRANSPORTATION & DIRECT SERVICES

There were no questions in respect of items within the transportation and Direct Services remit.

29. CONTAMINATED LAND WITHIN THE MORAY COUNCIL FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEMES : CONTRACT FOR TECHNIOCAL CONSULTANT (PARA  9)

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environmental Services seeking homologation of his decision, in consultation with Councillor J Russell, Joint Chair of this Committee, the Convener and Vice-Convener, to appoint a technical consultant, following a tendering procedure, to work with the Council’s Environmental Health (Contaminated Land) Section to fulfil its regulatory duties connected with the Moray Flood Alleviation Schemes.  The meeting noted that the appointment is required following an unsuccessful attempt to fill a vacant post and is for a temporary period until March 2008.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to:-

(i) homologate the decision taken by the Director of Environmental Services, in consultation with Councillor J Russell, Joint Chair of this Committee, the Convener and Vice-Convener, to approve the most economically advantageous tender submitted for a technical consultant; and

(ii) note that the contract is for a temporary period until 31 March 2008 and will be funded from existing resources available from a vacant post.
30. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REVENUE BUDGET : MONITORING REPORT FOR TRADING ACCOUNTS (PARA 6)

There was submitted and noted a report by the Director of Environmental Services informing the Committee on the progress of trading accounts against revenue budget targets for the financial period 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007 in respect of Grounds Maintenance, Roads and Fleet Services, details of which were set out in Appendix 1 to the report with additional comments provided in Sections 3.4.1 to 3.4.4 of the report. 

31. EXCAMBION OF GROUND AT ST PETER’S ROAD BUCKIE (PARA 9)

There was submitted a report by the Head of Estates Services seeking Committee approval of the provisional terms of an excambion of ground adjacent to Merson Park, Buckie to Scottish Hydro-Electric Power Distribution plc in exchange for an area of ground within the garden of 66 St Peter’s Road, Buckie, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report and in Section 3.3 of the report.

Following consideration the Committee agreed to approve the provisional terms of excambion where the Council grants Title to 14m² of ground adjacent to Merson Park, Buckie to Scottish Hydro-Electric Power Distribution plc over the area of ground detailed in Appendix 1 to the report and the Council receives Title to 7m² within the garden of 66 St Peter’s Road, Buckie also as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report. 

H:\Environmental Services\MINUTES\2007\EN20070815MO.doc
h:\planning\minutesEN20070815MO

