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Key Stronger Themes

Housing

The Local Housing Strategy (LHS) is the overarching strategic assessment of
housing need in Moray. To develop the current LHS covering the period 2004-2009,
the Council worked with a range of partners. Annually, the action plan associated
with the LHS is reviewed and revised.

The LHS is supported by a range of specific strategies, including the Homelessness
Strategy, the Fuel Poverty Strategy, the Home Energy Conservation Action Plan, the
Tenant Participation Strategy and the Housing Investment Strategy. There are also
key linkages between the LHS and the Local Plan, which is currently being finalised.

There are five key sections within the LHS that inform any strategic assessment of
housing issues in Moray -

Background Information

The Local Housing Strategy provides an assessment of the population, households,
economy and housing market in Moray. The relevant part of the current LHS
document is attached (pages 17-27 of the LHS). The key issues that arise from this
assessment are summarised.

Moray’s Housing Need

The assessment of housing need described in the LHS was based on the Council’'s
Housing Needs Study 2001 (pages 28-39). Since then, an updated Housing Needs
Study was completed in 2007. The findings of the Housing Needs Study 2007 have
underlined the previously identified shortfall of affordable housing and suggest that
the shortfall has in fact increased since 2001 to approximately 219 properties per
year. The Moray Homelessness Strategy 2003-2008 is currently being updated and
will provide an updated assessment of the extent of homelessness experienced in
Moray and assessment of the progress being achieved towards the Scottish
Government’s target to abolish priority need by 2012. Key issues that the LHS needs
to address in relation to housing need are identified.

Quality of Housing

The LHS is an assessment of housing need across all housing tenures and therefore
considers the quality of housing in Moray across the social rented sector and the
private sector (pages 43-51). Since completion of the LHS, the Scottish Government
introduced the Scottish Housing Quality Standard for all social rented sector housing.
The Council monitors the extent to which its housing stock meets this standard. Key
issues that the LHS needs to address in relation to housing quality are identified.

Housing and community care needs

The LHS provides an assessment of the particular needs that the LHS should seek
to address, in terms of an assessment of the housing and support needs of older
people, people with a physical and sensory impairment, people with mental health
problems, people with learning disabilities and other vulnerable adults. The
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assessment detailed in the LHS (pages 55-61) can be enhanced by the findings from
further research completed since 2004. Key issues that the LHS needs to address
are identified.

Sustainable communities and social inclusion

The LHS considers the role of housing in the creation of sustainable communities
and promotion of social inclusion (pages 64-72). Key issues that the LHS needs to
address are identified.

Conclusion

The LHS currently runs until 2009. The framework in which the LHS is produced in
the future has been reviewed by the Scottish Government in the light of the
Concordat between the Scottish Government and Local Government. As a result, the
Council may not be required to produce a revised LHS until 2011. In view of these
changes (notified to the Council in mid 2008) officers are considering how to ensure
that the LHS is updated to provide a strategic framework for the Council, Community
Planning partners and housing partners in the period until 2011.

Given the overarching nature of the LHS, it is proposed that relevant sections of the
current LHS be incorporated into the strategic assessment sought by the Community
Planning Partnership.

Over the next three to six months, it is intended to update key elements of the
current LHS to reflect changes in population projections and analyses of the local
housing market area in Moray to inform the Council and its Community Planning
partners of the key issues that exist for housing in Moray. This assessment will in
turn inform the development of the Single Outcome Agreement for Moray for the
period beyond 2009.
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