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MLDP Policy - Parking Standards 

Proposals for development must conform with the Council’s current policy on parking standards. 

Justification –  

The application of parking standards supports the principles of sustainable economic development. 

The standards inform the design of development and also the implementation of appropriate traffic 

management. The standards recognise the flexibility needed when dealing with both new build 

development and the redevelopment of sites within town centres to support development which 

will revitalise the existing town centres across Moray.  

On May 19, 2015, the Planning and Regulatory Services Committee approved the use of the National 

Roads Development Guide as a material consideration in the determination of development 

proposals in Moray, subject to local variations. The following pages detail the Parking Standards for 

Moray. These standards must be read in conjunction with the National Road Development 

Guidelines as they form part of the regional variations to the National Road Development 

Guidelines. 

Where an exact match for the type of development is not available it is recommended that Moray 

Council Transportation are contacted at an early stage to agree  use of an alternative standard or to 

agree a methodology for establishing appropriate parking rates. Assessments of comparative sites 

may be considered, where appropriate, to determine parking requirements. 

Town Centre Zero Parking 

Limited categories of redevelopment will not be required to provide off-street parking on 

development sites in the main town centres of Moray (Elgin, Forres, Buckie, Lossiemouth, Keith).  

Where development can provide some or all of its parking requirement within the town centre then 

it should do so. The guidance on town centre zero parking will be subject to the requirements of any 

future parking strategy for the relevant location. 

Table 1 - Town Centre ZERO PARKING provision 

Development Type Scale Note 

Class 1 

Retail 

Food up to 500m2 

Non-food up to 1000m2 
 

Class 2 

Financial, Professional and Other 
Up to 500m2  

Class 3 

Food and Drink 
Up to 500m2  

Class 4 

Business 
Offices up to 500m2  

Class 9 

Houses 

Renovation/change of use of 

existing building (no limit)  
No allowance for new build 

Class 10 

Non Residential Institutions 
Up to 1000m2  



Class 11 

Assembly and Leisure 
Up to 500m2 or 160 seats  

 

Electric Vehicle Charging Points 

With the recent announcement by Westminster to halt the production of new petrol and diesel cars 

and vans by 2040 to cut pollution and the Scottish government pledge to phase out new petrol and 

diesel cars and vans across Scotland by 2032, the current policy aims and long term goal is a move 

towards alternative fuels and electric or hybrid vehicles. 

In order to support the policy direction and to accommodate the increasing number of electric 

vehicles in Moray this guidance seeks the provision of new electric vehicle charging infrastructure as 

part of development within Moray. 

This guidance is not prescriptive but aims to encourage the provision of new infrastructure and also 

the potential for such infrastructure to be accommodated in the future. 

Where developments provide communal or public parking they should demonstrate that they are 

providing for electric vehicle charging.  

Where developments will attract significant numbers of vehicles and in particular those which 

require to undertake Transport Assessments, the provision of electric vehicle charging points is 

required. Consideration of the demand and type of facilities, taking into account the existing local 

provision will determine the number of charging points required. 

The provision of additional charging points and the potential for the addition of charging points in 

other locations in the future supports the current policy aims of the government and will support 

greater use of vehicles in Moray which contribute towards cleaner air and reductions in the carbon 

consequences of motoring. 
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